U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535

July 15, 2021

MUCKROCK NEWS

DEPT MR 115725

411A HIGHLAND AVENUE
SOMERVILLE, MA 02144-2516

FOIPA Request No.: 1500582-000
Subject: Sharebeast

Dear Mr. Fernandes:

This acknowledges receipt of your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request to the FBI
regarding the investigation of Sharebeast. Below you will find check boxes and relevant paragraphs about
your request, as well as specific determinations required by these statutes. Please read each one carefully.

v
v

Your request has been received at FBI Headquarters for processing.
You submitted your request via the FBI's eFOIPA system.

v We have reviewed your request and determined it is consistent with the FBI
eFOIPA terms of service. Future correspondence about your FOIPA request will
be provided in an email link unless the record’s file type is not supported by the
eFOIPA system.

[ We have reviewed your request and determined it is not consistent with the FBI
eFOIPA terms of service. Future correspondence about your FOIPA request will
be sent through standard mail.

The subject of your request is currently being processed and documents will be released
to you upon completion.

Release of responsive records will be posted to the FBI’s electronic FOIA Library (The
Vault), http:/vault.fbi.gov, and you will be contacted when the release is posted.

Your request for a public interest fee waiver is being considered and you will be advised of
the decision if fees are applicable. If your fee waiver is not granted, you will be
responsible for applicable fees per your designated fee category below.

For the purpose of assessing fees, we have determined:

[ As a commercial use requester, you will be charged applicable search, review,
and duplication fees in accordance with 5 USC 8§ 552 (a)(4)(A)(ii)(1).

[ As an educational institution, noncommercial scientific institution or
representative of the news media requester, you will be charged applicable
duplication fees in accordance with 5 USC § 552 (a)(4)(A)(ii)(Il).

v As a general (all others) requester, you will be charged applicable search and
duplication fees in accordance with 5 USC § 552 (a)(4)(A)(ii)(II).



You also requested information regarding one or more third parties. Please be advised the FBI will
neither confirm nor deny the existence of such records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(6) and (b)(7)(C), 5
U.S.C. 88 552 (b)(6) and (b)(7)(C). The mere acknowledgement of the existence of FBI records on third
party individuals could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.
This is our standard response to such requests and should not be taken to mean that records do, or do not,
exist. Please visit www.fbi.gov, select “Services,” “Information Management,” and “Freedom of
Information/Privacy Act” for more information about making requests for records on third party individuals
(living or deceased).

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”
The FOIPA Request number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all
correspondence concerning your request.

If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this
request, you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United
States Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an
appeal through OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website:
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request. If you submit
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act
Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland
20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.qgov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile
at 202-741-5769. Alternatively, you may contact the FBI's FOIA Public Liaison by emailing
foipaquestions@fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute resolution correspondence by email, the subject heading
should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned
to your request so it may be easily identified.

Enclosed for your information is a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions.

Sincerely,

Michael G. Seidel
Section Chief
Record/Information

Dissemination Section
Information Management Division

Enclosure(s)
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records
or information ( A') could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, (D)
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity
would be held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.
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US Department o fJustice Certification of ldentity

FORM AFFROVED OB MO L LE-001E
EXFIRES35/312@3

Povacy Act Statement. [n sccordance with 28 CFR Section 1641{d) personal dats suffciet to identify the indbidusk submitting requests by
mail mder the Privecy Act of 1974, § USC. Section 552a, is required. The purpase of this solicitation is to ensure that the records of individuals
whe are the subject of ULS. Department of Jutice systewms of records are not wrongfilly disclosed by the Depariwent Raquests will nd be
procesmed § this information B not fimehed. Fabke inkrmation on the form may subject the requester o orimial penaltes under 18 ULS.C
Section 1001 andfor 5 ULE.C. Section 55230

Public reporting boden R this celbetion of infermation & estimaied © swerape 050 hows per respomse, including the time for reviewing
imtructions, searching existing data sources, pgathering and mebtainhg the dats needed, and conpleting and reviewing the collection of
information. Sugpestions By reducing this burden mey be submided to the Ofce of Information and Repolstory Affairs, Office of Mana pement
and Budpet, Publi Use Repors Project {1103-0016), Washington, DC M503E.

Full Name of Requester ©

Citizenship Status * Social Security Number
Current Address
Date o Birth Place of Birth

OPFTIOMNAL: Authoriz ation to Release Information o Another Person

This frm &5 abo & becompleted by a requester who is avthorizing inkfvmation relsting to himeelf orhemself @ be rekased to another person

Further, pursust to 5 US.C. Section 552a(k), 1 suthorize the LS, Department of Justice to relesse amy and all information relating o me to:

Print or Type Name

[ declare wder pemaly of perjury under the lows of the United States of America that the fregoing i troe and comect, and that 1 am the person
mamed above, and | understand that sy Bhifcation of thie ststewent is pmishabl wmder the provisions of 18 US.C. Section 1M by a fine of
mot more than $10,000 or by inprisonment of not more than fhe wears or both, and that requesting or obtaining any record{s) uder Ble
pretenses B pumehable wder the provisions of 5 ULSCL552a(i3) by afine of not more than £5 00,

Signature * Date

"Wame of individual who is the subject of the record s) sought.

* Individual submitting a request under the Privacy Aot of 1974 migt be cither “a citizen ofthe United States oran alienlawflly
admitted for pormanent rezidence,” purseant to 5 1T15.C. Section 552 a(a)2). Requestswill be processedas Freedom of Information Act
requests purswantto § TL5C, Section5 52, rather than Privacy Act requests, for individeals who are not United States citizens oraliens
lawfully admitted for permamentresidence.

P roviding your social securnity numberis voluntary. You are asked to provide your social secunity mmber only to facilitate the
identification of records relating to yow, Withowt your social secumty number, the Deparment may be unable to locateany or all econds
pertaining to wow,

A‘Eig;rmalru-:-u: of individual who is the subject ofthe recond sought.

FORM DORIEL



