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Warehouse Workers for Justice Statement on Fair Workweek
Chicago Ordinance

Roberto Jesus Clack
Associate Umﬂwoﬁoﬂ
Warehouse Workers for Justice
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In effect, that requirement then makes the inclusion of waiver itself an item of negotiation in the
negotiation process. It becomes even more problematic because the language in the proposal also

fails to provide the collective bargaining exemption and waiver mandate uniformly.

On the one hand, it provides clear and unencumbered exemption for some professions, (namely
construction workers, public utilities and telecommunications workers, and certain employees that
compete directly with the United States Postal Service) while mandating provisions to be included in

collective bargaining agreements for all other professions.

We cannot see a legitimate basis for excluding certain professions covered by collective bargaining
agreements from other similarly covered professions. BOMA/Chicago would argue that in order to
maintain the good faith nature of collective bargaining and to ensure that, if eventually passed, this
ordinance does not contravene, violate or preempt national labor policy, the exemption for employers
and employees covered under bona fide collective bargaining agreements should be the existence of
the agreement itself and not attributable to the nature of the profession or the inclusion of mandated

waivers.

In the interest of time, | have provided the Committee members with a letter outlining and explaining
the concerns that | have discussed and in that letter you will also find some suggested language
regarding the collective bargaining provisions. As you continue to deliberate on this ordinance, we

would ask you to consider adopting our proposed language.

Thank you.

For More Information Contact:

Ron Tabaczynski

Director of Government Affairs

Building Owners and Managers Association of Chicago
115 S. LaSalle, Suite 2300

Chicago, IL 60603

(312) 870-9611

rtabaczynski@bomachicago.org
www.bomachicago.org
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FREEDMAN

SEATING COMPANY

than 10 working days from receipt of order. Given the custom nature of the business and the
fluctuation in orders, flexibility is often required on the part of our workforce. From time to time
it becomes necessary to run overtime to meet the ups-and-downs and unpredictability of
customer schedules given the short lead time we are given. We strive to provide at least one-
week notice for overtime. However, this goal is not always possible and from time-to-time we
will require overtime on short notice to fulfill our customers’ needs.

The proposed Ordinance will take away our flexibility and penalize us for using overtime to
meet customer's schedules. The San Francisco Ordinance for example has some sensible
provisions including the exemption of overtime and the exclusion of manufacturers from the
requirements. We are under severe competitive pressures from both domestic (including local
suburban companies) and abroad competitors. An un-level playing field will ultimately lead to
the loss of desperately needed manufacturing jobs and business that both we and the City
need to remain viable. Manufacturing, according to the National Manufacturing Institute, has
the highest multiplier effect of any other industry--Every dollar in final sales of manufactured
products supports $1.33 in output from other sectors. We need more manufacturing, not less.

Not only will an administrative burden be created, this Ordinance will create a whole new
cottage industry for lawyers to bring class-action suits against employers for even a trivial,
inadvertent violation of administrative procedures. One administrative error could literally
bankrupt our company at $300 per-day per-employee. We respectfully request that you work
with us to step back and analyze the potential hardships and adverse effects this ordinance will
impose on both employers and workers.

-

We are passionate about workforce development and want to create a cycle of success in our
community. By investing heavily in the City and utilizing a workforce from the most
underserved communities in Chicago, we aim to grow our business while at the same time
create opportunities for people desperately in need. Our ultimate goal is to bring vibrancy to
the West Humboldt/Austin communities.

We work hand in hand with Alderman Emma Mitts and various community organizations such
as Manufacturing Connect (helping to provide manufacturing careers for students at Austin
Career Academy), Safer Foundation (providing second chances for returning citizens), Jane
Addams Resource Corporation (training and skill development to dislocated workers), and
Austin Coming Together (creating a Quality of Life Plan to bring a renaissance to the
community) and many others.  This proposed ordinance will have the effect of dampening
the economic development of our community and reverse the progress we are making.

Page |2
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