
Massachusetts Public Records Request Appeal for the MA SPR

October 27, 2021

Re: Refusal of Massachusetts Agency known as the Nantucket Sheriff's Department to furnish the 
Public Records requested after continued correspondence

To the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (MA) Supervisor of Records (SPR) Office,

I write to appeal the non-response of the Nantucket Sheriff's Department (or “Sheriff”) to my 
request of February 14, 2021, which was renewed repeatedly, most recently on October 13, 2021.

I will attach the Sheriff’s last response for your office’s review, which was on July 28, 2021, 
making this appeal still under the required 90 days to appeal.  Their response claimed that they 
could not fulfill my MA Public Records Request “for a variety of reasons” while stating that they’re
“obligated to keep... certain information [confidential], such as Social Security numbers, [etc.]”, but
then their response confusingly ends with the following verbatim:

“However, we would be pleased to work with you to determine if whatever information you 
are seeking can be supplied, possibly in a different format or by extensive redaction of one or
more of the documents you have been requesting.”

Please keep in mind that after much confusion on the Sheriff's end of this request, that on July 6, 
2021, I attached and sent to them a redacted copy of the actual Nantucket Sheriff’s Department’s 
employees’ 2019 “Vendor Application” forms all filled out to alleviate any confusion of what I was 
asking them to send to me.  This “Vendor Application” has been attached for your office’s review.

On the same day, July 28, 2021, I responded back.  In my response,
• (#1) I defined the term “redaction” as “the process when a record contains sensitive 

information (such as a Social Security Number) but that the sensitive information is first 
‘Redacted’ [or withheld under M.G.L. c. 4 § 7, cl. 26(c)] before the requested record is 
publicly shared thru a Public Records Request”

• (#2) I attach the same Redacted examples which were previously sent to the Sheriff on July 
6, 2021, or 22 days prior.  ( Did they not read it? )

• (#3) This response asked them to do their necessary redaction process and to provide what 
was requested.

The records I originally requested on February 14, 2021 from the Sheriff were:
• All contracts, memorandums of understanding, other arrangements/agreements (including 45

CFR § 302.34 "cooperative arrangements") [collectively referred to as "All-Contracts"] 
between The Nantucket County Sheriff's Department (and/or any specific employee of the 
department):

1. And other State Agencies regarding the Title IV-D Program or Title IV-D Services;
2. And other Federal Agencies regarding the Title IV-D Program or Title IV-D 

Services;
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3. And any other entity or Agency [such as "The Social Security Administration"] 
regarding the Title IV-D Program or Title IV-D Services.

• * Please include the All-Contracts containing previous Nantucket County Sheriff Richard 
Bretschneider.

• * Please include the All-Contracts containing current Nantucket County Sheriff James A. 
Perelman.

Also I would the MA SPR to take note that my original request included the term “other 
arrangements/agreements” as the “fancy term” was not yet known for how the Sheriff participated 
in the Title IV-D Program.  Thru the correspondence of this request, the correct “other 
arrangement/agreement” term called a “Vendor Application” was uncovered as the written 
instrument for a MA Sheriffs Department employee to be able to provide Title IV-D Services.

Over the past 8 months, I want your office to be aware of the correspondence metrics:

Month Times Sheriff sent correspondence Times I sent correspondence
2021 - Feb 1 * 1
2021 - Mar 0 1
2021 - Apr 2 2
2021 - May 1 3
2021 - June 0 3
2021 - July 1 3
2021 - Aug 0 2
2021 - Sept 0 2
2021 - Oct 0 1

* The Sheriff’s initial response was to contact the whole State of Massachusetts, which for forty-
two (42) days I attempted to do by contacting different agencies.  I had to re-contact the Sheriff 
about this request as none of the numerous State Agencies I’d contacted had any of those records.

I hope this Appeal to the MA SPR contains everything required to help you help me acquire the 
correct responsive documents to fulfill this request.

I’d like to end on the following appropriate Legal Maxim for our Sheriff:
“Actus non reum facit nisi mens sit rea.” which is translated to
“An act does not make a person guilty unless his mind (or intention) is guilty.”

Sincerely,

Josh Coffin
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