INFORMATION RELEASABLE UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT

NAME:
Ronald Howell Cates

BRANCH OF SERVICE AND SERIAL/SERVICE NUMBER(S):
United States Navy (No Service #)

DATES OF SERVICE:
Active Duty: July 24, 1974 - March 31, 1995

DUTY STATUS:
Retired

RANK/GRADE:
BMCSDV

SALARY:
N/A

SOURCE OF COMMISSION:
N/A

PROMOTION SEQUENCE NUMBER:
N/A

ASSIGNMENTS AND GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS:
See Attached

MILITARY EDUCATION:
See Attached

DECORATIONS AND AWARDS:
See Attached

TRANSCRIPT OF COURT-MARTIAL TRIAL:
Not In File

PHOTOGRAPH:
N/A

PLACE OF ENTRY:
AFEES, Atlanta, GA.

PLACE OF SEPARATION:
PSD, NAB Little Creek VA.

FOR DECEASED VETERAN ONLY

PLACE OF BIRTH

DATE OF DEATH

LOCATION OF DEATH

PLACE OF BURIAL

NOTE: N/A denotes information is not available in the veteran’s records
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20330

The Secretary of the Navy takes pleasure in presenting the
NAVY UNIT COMMENDATION to

SEAL TEAM SIX
for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

For exceptionally meritorious service in response to urgent
and security-sensitive tasking directed by national command au-
thorities from 1 November 1980 to 31 October 1982. When tasked
with a unique and difficult command mission, members of SEAL Team
SIX exhibited unusual motivation and intrepidity in meeting the
challenge of gaining an immediate oprrational capability in here-
tofore unattempted Naval Special Warfare scenarios. The task of
initially outfitting the unit and attaining this sophisticated
operatiomal capability within the timeframe directed was enormous
in scope and extremely dangerous in ccntent and required each in-
dividual to perform in exceptional fashion "in order to obtain
maximum operational proficiency. Through this concentrated effort,
SEAL Team SIX established itself as a national as well as an inter-
national asset capable of responding to the direction of the
national command authorities to any worldwide contingency. The
trulz impressive score of unprecedented accomplishments achieved
by this unit added significantly to the tactical response latitude
of the United States, and its achievements in the area of unique
mission capabilities caused national as well as international at-
tention to be focused on the United States Government as the one
nation fully capable of responding swiftly to sensitive special
operations. By their distinctive accomplishments, resourceful-
ness, teau spirit, and steadfast devotion to duty, the officers
and enlisted personnel of SEAL Team SIX reflected great credit
upon themselves and upheld the highest traditions of the United
States Naval Service.
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CITATION
TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF THE
JOINT HER | TORIOUS UNIT AWARD
T0 THE
JOINT SPECIAL OPERAT |ONS COMHAND AND ASSIGNED FORCES

The Joint §kecial Operations Command and its assigned forces distinguished
themselves by exceptionally meritorious service in conducting classified military
operations against an armed hostile force. The Joint Special Operations Command
was selected to exccute this operation of extreme national importance because it
possessed the unique special operations capabilities to successfully carry out the
mission. Due to the conplexity of the operation, late-breaking intelligence and
changing sltuations in the operations area, the Joint Special Operations Command
had to rapidly react to the many developing and late-changing situations throughdut
the operation. The initial assault elements landed by parachute and helicopter
during the ecarly woining hours of D-Day at selected strategic targets. The enemy
opposed the parachute drops and landings with intense anti-aircraft fire and
attwupted to surround the secured area with mobile anti-airborne forces attacking
with machine guns, ortillery and light armored vehicles. During the initial and
follow-on stages of ground operations, the forces were subject to direct attack by
small arims, indivect fire, artillery and sniping. The mission was successfully
culminsetled with utter disregard for personal safety in a timely and efficient
manner. The coursye and perseverance shown by the Joint Special Operations Comnand
and its assigned forces are a source of great pride and satisfaction to the
American people. By their exemplary performance of duty, the members of the Joint
Special Operations Command and its assigned forces have brought great credit upon

thenselves, the Organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Department of
1

Defense.
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COMMANDER
NAVAL SPECIAL WARFARE COMMAND

THE |SECRETARY OF THE NAVY TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENT

NAVY COMMENDATION MEDAL

(Gold Star in lieu of Second Award)
TO

SENIOR CHIEF BOATSWAIN’S MATE
RONALD HOWELL CATES
UNITED STATES NAYY

tvice as set forth in the following
TION:

' "For meritorious service while serving as Naval Spetial“Wa
Maritime Operations Course Manager, Training Officer, and Trainin
Naval Special Warfare Center Detachment Little Creek-from: uary-19
Senior Chief Cates performed his duties in-an exemplary and-highly:pro
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receiving high marks on'the Fraining P ce Evaluation'Board
¢fforts and resourceflness inspired all who observed. him
accomplishment of Naval Special: Warfare Center Detachmen Little

Chief Cates’ professionalism and-devotion-to duty reflected gr

werd in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States

For the Secretary,
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13 DECORATIONS, MEDALS, BADGES, CITATIONS AND CAMPAIGN RIZ3ONS AWARDED OR AUTHORIZED (Al periods of service)

Combat Action Ribbon, Joint Meritorious Unit Award. Navy Unit Commendation,

Meritorious Unit Commendation, Good Conduct Hedal (lst Awd). National Defense Service
Hedal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Expert Rifle Marksmanship Award (Permanent),
Breast Insignia.

wxnert Pistol llarksmanship Award (Permanent), Special Warfare Bx
113 DECORATIONS, MEDALS, RADGES, GTATIONS AND CAMPAIGN NBBONS AWARDED OR AUTRORZED (Al periods of service)
ENLISTED SUSFACE WAKFARE SPECLALIST; NAVY COMMENDATION MEDAL; JOINT SERVICE ACHIEVEMENT
HEDAL; COMBAT ACTION KIBBON; SXPERT RIFLEMAN MEDAL; EXPERT PISTOL SHUT MEDAL; JOINT SERVICE
COMMENDATION, SEAL BREAST INSIUNIA, EAPLUSIVE

HERITORIOUS UNIT ARARD; MERITORIVUS UNITR
i R _ S Eane
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