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“Magical Day with Matisse” Selection Criteria Analysis

1)

2)

3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

Reviews in library journals and other publications
a. “Magical Day with Matisse” was reviewed in the May 2002 edition of Publishers’
Weekly: “Two board books by Julie Merberg and Suzanne Bober introduce the works of
world-renowned artists to the youngest audience. In each, lyrical text accompanies 10
masterpieces. A Magical Day with Matisse, for example, features his famous ring of
dancers in Dance li {"Let's dance and fly, hold hands and sing, and spin round and round
in a rosie ring"). In the Garden with Van Gogh includes Sunflowers, irises and The Starry
Night. Back matter contains a list of the paintings and the museums in which they
appear.”
information from publishers’ catalogs and promotions
a. “With a narrative that will entertain art lovers of all ages, this new board book is a fun
way to introduce young children to fine art. The little ones will love spending A Magical
Day with Matisse in a world full of music, color, bobbing sailboats, and tickied toes.
Playful rhyming texts accompany the artists timeless paintings in this little masterpiece.”
b. “A Magical Day with Matisse” is a part of the Mini Masters board book series from
Chronicle Books. Each book in this series pairs 10 works from a single artist with lyrical
text. The Mini Masters series grew to 10 volumes between 2002 and 2007, and has
been in continuous publication since 2002.
Examination copies

a. N/A
Patron recommendations
a. N/A

Popular demand
a. “Magical Day with Matisse” has circulated 14 times since it was added to the library’s
collection in October 2013.
Availability and cost
a. “Magical Day with Matisse” has been widely available since it was first published in
2002, and its price is standard for board books. The Wright Memorial Public Library
added the book to its collection in October 2013, at a cost of $6.99.
Interest and appeal to Wright Memorial Public Library patrons
a. When speaking with patrons, time and again they express a desire to introduce their
children to the arts—to enrich their children’s visits to museums, galleries, and live
events by exposing them early, often, and broadly to art. Making art an everyday part
of children’s lives is important to our patrons. “Magical Day with Matisse” directly
meets that desire, and also complements the library’s Dayton Art Institute circulating
family pass.
Professional judgment based on education, training, and experience
a. During my tenure at the Mitchell Community Public Library {Youth Services Librarian; N4
2009-2013) | purchased books in the Mini Masters series for that library’s board book =t
collection, and used them in arts and storytime programming. Using the books includes &
reading the titles. The Mini Masters books are well known to children’s book AN
purchasers, and are widely available in libraries and museums. The books have a strong,
positive presence on Pinterest and on Amazon customer reviews, particularly as good /\
choices for baby shower gifts and as birthday presents for the very young, ]
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