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SECTION IV 
Supervisor’s Analysis of the Incident: 
 

Include comments on the original detention, witness statements and description of the subject’s actions during/after 
the contact. 

 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
On 1/28/17, approximately 1942 hours, Sgt. Rafanan responded to the Pleasant Hill BART Station to investigate a 
possible fight involving two males at the Pleasant Hill BART Station.  Sgt. Rafanan attempted to make contact with 
one of the males, but the male refused to stop and talk to him.  Sgt. Rafanan then observed the suspect chase after 
the male victim before actively beating the victim in the stairwell separating platform 1 from the concourse. Sgt. 
Rafanan delivered two baton strikes to the suspect’s body in an effort to get the suspect to stop beating the victim.  
The suspect sustained a slight bump and swelling to his left forearm as a result of a baton strike. 
 
I responded from the Watch Commander’s office and arrived at the Pleasant Hill Bart Station at approximately 2028 
hours. 
 
INVOLVED PERSONNEL: 
 
Officers Involved in Use of Force: 
 
Sgt. N. Rafanan (MVR activated in a timely manner and reviewed) 
 
Witnesses: 
 
A canvass for witnesses was conducted, but none were located. 
 
SUSPECT INTERVIEW: 
 
Upon my arrival, the suspect, J  S , was sitting in the rear of a marked BART patrol vehicle.  I introduced 
myself to S  and explained to him the reason for my presence.  I obtained S ’ consent to interview him and 
audio record the interview.  Before recording his statement, I advised him that the purpose of my interview was for   
administrative reasons regarding force used on him by Sgt. Rafanan.  Although medical had already responded to 
the station, and S  had refused medical attention, I asked him if he was ok.  S  said he was and only 
complained of pain to his left wrist and upper left thigh. 
 
It is noted that on my recording that I inadvertently stated the date of the interview as being on 1/27/17, instead of 
1/28/17.  
 
S  told me the following (paraphrased): 
 
S  said he was involved in a physical altercation at the station where he hit a man one time and was holding 
onto him.  This happened on the stairs.  When the Sergeant approached, he said, once or twice, to stop what I was 
doing, put my hands up, and turn over.  S  said he stopped and then was hit on his left thigh and left wrist.  
S  said he was hit twice with a baton.  S  said he put his hands behind his back and the sergeant cuffed 
him.  S  told me that he had pain to both locations of where he was hit with the baton.  S  said he followed 
every order the sergeant gave him, but still got hit.  S  said he walked past the sergeant on the platform initially 
because he was mad.  When the other guy threw his bike onto the platform that is when he went to defend his 
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property.  S  said the Sergeant was peaceful, but should have not let him walk past him on the platform. 
 

***End of statement*** 
 
VICTIM INTERVIEW: 
 
The victim, N  D , was gone prior to my arrival.  D  did not wish to wait for my arrival in order to 
speak with him.  Sgt. Rafanan was able to obtain a brief statement from D  via his Axon Flex MVR.  I reviewed 
Sgt. Rafanan’s video of his interview with D  as he asked him if he had witnessed the use of force performed on 
S .  D  said that he did not witness any use of force by Sgt. Rafanan because his head was pinned down 
on the stairs.  D  said he did not even know that Sgt. Rafanan was there until S  had stopped punching him 
and looked up to see Sgt. Rafanan holding S  on the ground.   
 
OFFICER INTERVIEWS:  
 
I interviewed Sgt. Rafanan who told me the following (paraphrased):  
 
Sgt. Rafanan responded to the station on a report two people fighting near the agent’s booth.  Upon his arrival, he 
could hear shouting coming from platform 1.  He also saw the agent pointing toward platform 1.  When Sgt. Rafanan 
made it to the platform, he observed S  yelling at someone, and appeared highly agitated.  S  was walking 
toward Rafanan when he asked S what was going on.  S  walked past Rafanan and said, “do you think I 
give a fuck you are here.”  Rafanan turned around to walk after S  when he saw a bike being thrown onto the 
platform from the area of the stairwell.  S  then ran towards the stairwell.  Rafanan believed S  was running 
to confront the person who threw the bike, so he shouted commands at S  to stop.  S  ran down the 
stairwell and Rafanan followed.  Rafanan deployed his straight baton from his baton ring in preparation for what he 
was about to encounter, a physical fight.  As Rafanan made his way to the stairs, he continued to yell at S , who 
was now on top of the victim actively punching him.  He could see that the victim was in a fetal position as S  
was delivering elbows and punches to the victim’s head.  Rafanan yelled at S  to stop and to get on the ground.  
Rafanan said S  was in a dominant position on top of the victim and actively punching him.  Because S  
was ignoring commands to stop fighting, and he appeared to be inflicting harm on the victim, Rafanan delivered two 
Zone 1 (below the waist, not the groin or the kidneys) baton strikes to S  in an effort to get him to stop beating 
the victim.  Rafanan said his first strike hit S  in the leg.  As Rafanan was delivering the second strike, he said 
S  rolled off of the victim and the baton struck S  on the wrist.  S  stopped fighting and Rafanan placed 
S  in handcuffs.   
 

**End of statement** 
 
SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITY: 
 
I conducted a canvass of the station and surrounding area for additional witnesses, but did not locate any.  Sgt. 
Rafanan advised that the on-duty station agent, Y H , and system service worker M  J , may have 
witnessed the use of force.  I attempted to locate them at the station, but they were no longer there. 
 
About a week later, I was able to speak separately by phone with both H and J .  H  told me that she did 
not witness Sgt. Rafanan use force, however she heard Rafanan yelling commands to “stop” and “get on the ground.”  
H  said she could hear the commands from the agent’s booth.   
 
J  told me that he too did not witness the use of force by Sgt. Rafanan.  He said he could hear Rafanan shouting 
commands to stop at least twice.  J  said he was in the free area of the station. 
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I sent an e-mail to the police video hotline requesting that any recorded station video be retrieved and placed into 
evidence.  I later received a disc from CSO A. Shaah and forwarded that disc to Internal Affairs to be attached with 
this investigation.  All photographs and reports were attached to Blue Team.  I obtained digital photos of Suspect 
S , S  left wrist and left upper thigh, and Sgt. Rafanan.  All photos were attached to Blue Team. 
 
VIDEO FOOTAGE: 
 
I reviewed the MVR video captured by Sgt. Rafanan.  The video captured was consistent with his statement. Sgt. 
Rafanan activated his MVR in a timely manner.   
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
After completing my investigation, I find that Sgt. Rafanan was justified at the time force was used, and the use of 
force was consistent with the provisions of Policy 300. 
 
In my opinion, Sgt. Rafanan used only that amount of force that reasonably appeared necessary, given the facts and 
circumstances perceived by him at the time of the incident, to effectively bring the incident under control.  Sgt 
Rafanan used good verbal commands prior to the use of force.  The amount of force used was reasonable and only 
used in order to stop the attack of the victim by Suspect S . 
 
Factors used to determine the reasonableness of force include the following: 

• The suspect was visibly agitated and appeared to be preparing to fight the victim. 

• The suspect was visibly agitated and walked past the Sergeant refusing to stop and talk with him. 

• The suspect was observed on top of the victim in a dominate position actively punching the victim in the 
head. 

• The suspect ignored the commands of Sgt. Rafanan to get off the victim and stop fighting. 

• Sgt. Rafanan delivered two Zone 1 baton strikes to S  in order to stop his attack on the victim. 
 

TRAINING POINTS: 
 
There were no training points identified. 
 
USE OF FORCE REPORT PROCEDURES: 

• I was granted an extension to complete this UOF investigation by Acting DC Alvarez 

• All available video and police reports are attached to this report.  
 

    

Prepared by: Lt. R. Gregson L17   
 Name/Star   

 

 




