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4Only Primarily Online Institutions Growing Overall

All Other Sectors See Undergraduate Enrollment Decline

1) Institutions where more than 90% of students enrolled 

exclusively online prior to the pandemic 

Undergraduate Enrollment Changes by Sector 

Year-on-year change in total undergraduate enrollments by sector 

Total

Private, For-
Profit 4-Yr

Private, Non-
Profit 4-Yr

Public 4-Yr 

Primarily Online 
Institutions1

Public 2-Yr 

Source: ‘COVID-19 Stay Informed with the Latest Enrollment Information’, 

National Student Clearinghouse, Nov. 12, 2020; EAB interviews and analysis. 

-9.5%

+4.9%

-0.1%

-2.1%

-1.9%

-4.4%

-1.2%

+2.0%

-0.4%

-0.4%

-0.8%

-0.8% Fall 2019

Fall 2020
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5First-Time Enrollments Plummet

First-Time Beginning Undergraduate Enrollment Changes by Sector 

First-time Beginning Student Enrollment Changes - Total

Total

Private, For-
Profit 4-Yr1

Private, Non-
Profit 4-Yr

Public 4-Yr 

Public 2-Yr 
-18.9%

+3.7%

-8.5%

-10.5%

-13.0%

-1.0%

+1.0%

-4.1%

-2.0%

-2.0% Fall 2019

Fall 2020

1) Data from 10/24 data update
Source: ‘COVID-19 Stay Informed with the Latest Enrollment Information’, 

National Student Clearinghouse, Nov. 12, 2020; EAB interviews and analysis. 
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Pandemic Impact on FAFSA Filings Took An 
Immediate Toll

First-Time Filings Are Down Since March 2020

Source: EAB research and analysis of ED data.
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Admits Net Deposits

Lower-Income Students Hit Hardest

Substantial Drop in Deposits, Despite Admits Being Flat or Up

Source: EAB research and analysis.

Admit and Deposit Change by EFC
EFC ($ thousands)
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Up

Flat1

Down

Fall 2021 Application Rate Change 
by Test Optional Status

36.0%

48.3%
52.8%

6.0%

3.3%

13.9%

58.0%

48.3%

33.3%

50 60 36

Consistently Test Optional Newly Test Optional Test Scores Required

Year-Over-Year Application Change by Test Optional 
Status2

75, 46.6%

10, 6.2%

76, 47.2%

Year-Over-Year Application Change: n=146 Partners

1) Flat application rate measured as ±5%.

Consistently Test Optional Outpace New Test-Optional Entrants & Non-Optional Schools

Source: EAB Enrollment Services Analysis of 146 partner institutions’ data.

https://www.eab.com/
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Model Outputs
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61Model Projections

Adjusted Policy (highlighted) projects 94 additional enrolled students

Enrolled Inst Grant Net Rev. Discount

2106 $7,306,345 $19,659,641 27.1%

94 $1,018,716 $89,493 2.6%

Scholarship Deadline to 2/1 2214 $8,132,023 $19,896,064 29.0%

Scholarship Deadline to 5/1 2235 $8,364,950 $19,899,560 29.6%

GPA only to 2/1 2201 $8,325,061 $19,749,133 29.7%

GPA only to 5/1 2234 $8,681,143 $19,781,805 30.5%

Copy OutputStarting Point:

free tuition for 3.0 NM Pell 2223 $8,520,394 $19,730,040 30.2%

add in free tuition for 3.0 El Paso Pell 2285 $9,675,042 $20,175,018 32.4%

GPA only to 2/1 2201 $8,325,061 $19,749,133 29.7%

GPA only to 5/1 2234 $8,681,143 $19,781,805 30.5%

Scholarship Deadline to 2/1 2214 $8,132,023 $19,896,064 29.0%

Scholarship Deadline to 5/1 2235 $8,364,950 $19,899,560 29.6%

Projections using 2021 merit parameters (GPA only)

Projections using last year’s merit parameters (test and GPA)

Projections including highlighted scenario above as a 
starting point PLUS free tuition options

https://www.eab.com/
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