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March 8, 2023
MuckRock News
Mr. Jackson Parker

Dept MR 124436

411A Highland Avenue

Somerville, MA  02144-2516

141992-07409345@requests.muckrock.com
Re:  FOIA Request – March 5, 2023
        Equity Correspondence

Dear Mr. Parker:
Your FOIA Request for “All materials and correspondence between the district Board of Education, district Administration, district Equity Committee or Office, Faculty, Staff, Third Party Contractors and Consultants related to the following terms, subjects or concepts between April 2021 to the date this request is fulfilled:
Race

Anti-racism

Racism

Equity

Culturally Responsive

Decolonize

Diversity

Implicit Bias

Intersectionality

Microaggression

Oppression

Patriarchy

People of Color

Privilege(d)

Safe Space

Social Justice

Tokenism

White Supremacy

This request shall also include any teachings of such curriculum mentioned above by any faculty employed within the school district, third party contractors, consultants or other third parties invited by the school or agents of the school.
This request shall also include any documents or materials accessed by the school district, but stored on third party service providers on behalf of the district, and links/references/credentials for access to such materials if present in emails or electronic systems or files stored in browser caches, cloud storage (i.e. Google Drive, Dropbox, OneDrive, etc.), or local hard drives managed by the district. This request shall also include non-school email and texting services used by the district, board, administration and faculty to conduct activities and business related to the school district (i.e., Gmail, Outlook, etc.).
This request shall also include any training material or supplemental information provided to district staff, whether required or suggested.” is overly broad. As such, the District must deny your request on the ground that your request fails to reasonably describe the records, in that the descriptions are insufficient for purposes of locating and identifying the documents sought. Please specify what you mean by “all materials and correspondence”, in terms of what form of said communications you are seeking (e.g., letters, emails, district-wide mailings). Moreover, you do not reasonably describe any individual who may have sent or received a communication. 
Your request for “any teachings of such curriculum by any faculty employed within the school district, third party contractors, consultants or other third parties invited by the school or agents of the school is also unduly broad.
Finally, your request for any documents or materials accessed by the school district, but stored on third party providers, and non-school email and texting services is unduly broad and impossible to respond to.
In sum, your request does not reasonably describe the records you seek in order for the District to locate and identify the records. Once you particularize your FOIL request, the District will respond accordingly.

 

After you particularize/clarify your FOIL request, we will respond to your request by either granting or denying the request in whole or in part within twenty (20) business days from the date of this acknowledgment. However, if circumstances prevent the disclosure of the materials sought within twenty (20) business days, we will contact you in writing to provide a reason for the inability to grant the request within such time period and a reasonable date certain of when the request will be granted, in whole or in part. Please be advised that the District charges the statutorily permitted fee of $0.25 per page for duplication of records requested under FOIL unless the same are available for electronic transmission.

 

You have 30 days from receipt of a denial of access to records, or portions thereof, to appeal to the District Clerk.

Sincerely,
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Gerard I. Beleckas Ph.D.

Assistant Superintendent for

Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment

GIB:lav
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER
