
1

Paula Tibbitts

From: Hilary Hofstein <hilary.hofstein@neric.org>
Sent: Friday, April 22, 2022 2:29 PM
To: rwilson@ahns.org; shogan@ahns.org; mavigliante@ahns.org; kkeefer@albany.k12.ny.us; 

krohring@albany.k12.ny.us; kadams@albany.k12.ny.us; keith.domermuth@bkwschools.org; 
kristin.barnhill@bkwschools.org; tmundell@bkwschools.org; meaghan.quay@bkwschools.org; 
etaussig@bethlehemschools.org; ninsognia@bethlehemschools.org; gnolte@bethlehemschools.org; 
jkehoe@bethlehemschools.org; jmonroe@bethlehemschools.org; cabdoo@bhbl.org; 
ddiggins@bhbl.org; pmcgrath@bhbl.org; Jennifer Bennett; Tom Mott; Anita Murphy; 
reardonw@crcsd.org; fraleight@crcsd.org; mummentheyc@crcsd.org; dmartine@cohoes.org; 
smackey@cohoes.org; jstaplet@cohoes.org; poshea@cohoes.org; mrumsey@cohoes.org; 
sburwell@cohoes.org; gradyj@corinthcsd.org; foleys@corinthcsd.org; strattonm@corinthcsd.org; 
aaanensen@duanesburg.org; jrivenburg@duanesburg.org; jniedermeier@duanesburg.org; 
pnorthup@fortannschool.org; abodensieck@fortannschool.org; jhoskins@fortannschool.org; 
jhemingway@abewing.org; mcowles@abewing.org; bgeorge@abewing.org; 
dfilieau@greenisland.org; ckarwiel@greenisland.org; skarwiel@greenisland.org; 
tdzembo@greenisland.org; kross@greenisland.org; nooneyc@guilderlandschools.net; 
sandersn@guilderlandschools.net; wilesm@guilderlandschools.net; poirierd@guilderlandschools.net; 
gereaub@hlcs.org; taylorm@hlcs.org; bakerb@hlcs.org; dmckeighan@hfcsd.org; 
kpolunci@hfcsd.org; dward@hfcsd.org; tmurphy@hfcsd.org; griffinj@ilcsd.org; federspiele@ilcsd.org; 
snided@ilcsd.org; lringer@johnsburgcsd.org; frmorehouse@johnsburgcsd.org; 
mmarkwica@johnsburgcsd.org; clothierr@lkgeorge.org; derwayl@lkgeorge.org; 
huntleyd@lkgeorge.org; jmanzer@mechanicville.org; jbirch@mechanicville.org; 
bpotter@mechanicville.org; jcalderon@menands.org; kMcCormick@menands.org; 
kcietek@menands.org; jcannavo@menands.org; mlong@menands.org; william.himme@mcsdny.org; 
brian.dunn@middleburghcsd.org; rock.loiselle@middleburghcsd.org; turcottem@minervasd.org; 
cmccauliffe@minervasd.org; kmcfarland@minervasd.org; msherman@mohonasen.org; Chris Ruberti; 
sshine@mohonasen.org; raybush@newcombcsd.org; csage@newcombcsd.org; 
cfisher@newcombcsd.org; alento@niskyschools.org; cnycchevrier@niskyschools.org; 
ctangorra@niskyschools.org; Mary Mabb; bsabattis@northwarrencsd.org; clail@northwarrencsd.org; 
mfrench@northwarrencsd.org; mturano@northwarrencsd.org; mdoody@salemcsd.org; 
pyakubec@salemcsd.org; tbeattie@salemscsd.org; kmacgregor@salemcsd.org; 
t_hilker@saratogaschools.org; m_goodwin@saratogaschools.org; 
d_lhommedieu@saratogaschools.org; j_thuener@saratogaschools.org; 
m_patton@saratogaschools.org; jkaras@schalmont.net; jodonnell@schalmont.net; 
Treardon@schalmont.net; bleitt@schalmont.net; barrym@schenectady.k12.ny.us; 
gillooleyt@schenectady.k12.ny.us; RussoJe@Schenectady.k12.ny.us; solera@schenectady.k12.ny.us; 
valachovica@schenectady.k12.ny.us; sgathen@schoharieschools.org; 
dbaroody@schoharieschools.org; dblanchard@schoharieschools.org; 
ACrewell@schoharieschools.org; irishp@schuylerville.org; burkec@schuylerville.org; 
rysherm@schuylerville.org; pzwack@sgcsd.net; dcooper@sgcsd.net; agiaquinto@sgcsd.net; 
sswartz@sgcsd.net; gosterberg@sharonsprings.org; adipace@sharonsprings.org; 
tyorke@sharonsprings.org; cgray@sharonsprings.org; SaleBarb@shenschools.org; 
wetmkath@shenschools.org; carmrebe@shenschools.org; robioliv@shenschools.org; 
Bucks@sgfcsd.org; fottrellk@sgfcsd.org; orrk@sgfcsd.org; strassburgf@sgfcsd.org; 
smessineo@scsd.org; jspooner@scsd.org; tmurphy@scsd.org; pmorris@scsd.org; 
bsadowski@voorheesville.org; jsouthard@voorheesville.org; fmacri@voorheesville.org; 
dstevens@vlietschools.org; jszkopiec@vlietschools.org; kheid5@vlietschools.org; 
kdemento@vlietschools.org

Cc: Matthew Hayden; Michael Walker; Micki Jones; Phillip Lorica; Timothy Murphy
Subject: NYS DEC Advisory - Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza Detected in NY
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Good afternoon, 
 
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has announced that multiple wild bird species in 
several areas of New York State have been found to be infected with Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
(HPAI).   
 
Infections have been found in Canada geese and other wild birds which are known to frequent school grounds. 
 
What do you need to know? 

 No HPAI human infections have been documented in the US. 

 HPAI does not pose an immediate public health concern. 

 Risk of human infection is low. 
 
Actions to take: 

 Avoid direct contact with wild birds and observe from a distance. 

 Avoid contact with birds that appear ill or have died. 

 Avoid contact with surfaces that appear to be contaminated with feces from wild birds, if possible.  

 Report any suspicious deaths of species listed below to your local DEC regional office. 
o Region 4 (Albany, Columbia, Delaware, Greene, Montgomery, Otsego, Rensselaer, Schenectady 

and Schoharie):  
 (518) 357‐2355, Schenectady office 

o Region 5 (Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Saratoga, Warren and Washington):  
 (518) 623‐1200, Warrensburg office 

 
What birds species are affected? 
Wild bird species affected in NY include snow geese, Canada geese, tundra swan, mute swan, sanderling, 
mallard duck, redhead duck, ring‐necked duck, wood duck, hooded merganser, great blue heron, bald eagles, 
great horned owls, snowy owl, cooper's hawk, red‐tailed hawk, fish crow, and turkey vulture. Many species of 
waterfowl, including shorebirds, gulls, raptors, herons and cranes, are also vulnerable.  
Captive birds in NY found with HPAI include captive chickens, pheasants, and ducks. 
 
NY Counties where HPAI has been detected since April 19, 2022: 
Cayuga, Clinton, Dutchess, Fulton, Livingston, Monroe, Montgomery, Nassau, Onondaga, Seneca, Suffolk, 
Ulster, and Wayne. 
 
Resources: 

 Avian Influenza Fact Sheet: https://cwhl.vet.cornell.edu/disease/avian‐influenza  

 2022 Detections of HPAI in Wild Birds: 
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal‐disease‐information/avian/avian‐
influenza/hpai‐2022/2022‐hpai‐wild‐birds  

 Reporting Dead Wildlife: https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/6957.html  

 Avian Flu (CDC): https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/spotlights/2021‐2022/h5n1‐low‐risk‐public.htm  
 
Regards, 
 
Hilary Hofstein 
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Managing Program Coordinator I 
Health‐Safety‐Risk 
Capital Region BOCES 
 
900 Watervliet‐Shaker Road 
Albany, NY  12205 
(518)464‐5136 
(518)390‐7502 mobile 
(518) 464‐5110 fax 
hilary.hofstein@neric.org 
http://neric.org 
 

 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments are for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and 
may contain proprietary, confidential, or privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution 
is prohibited and may be a violation of law. If you are not the intended recipient or a person responsible for delivering 
this message to an intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original 
message.  


