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Paula Tibbitts

From: REICHEL, SCOTT (TROOPERS) <SCOTT.REICHEL@troopers.ny.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2019 12:42 PM
To: nreddix@albanyny.gov; mtimmons29@gmail.com; ageraci@albanyny.gov; 

gwyn.marschman@nysed.gov; Steigerwald, BarbaraLee (DHSES); mbennett@schodack.k12.ny.us; 
nzamow@mhric.org; Frank, Jamie (CHAMBER); Whiting, Cal (CHAMBER); 
SHERRIE.STRAIN@NERIC.ORG; mmcclave@rcscsd.org; dbraden@rcscsd.org; 
jchevrier@schodack.k12.ny.us; Freer, William (DHSES); sutherlandt@greenville.k12.ny.us; Hastings, 
Terry (DHSES); Nedwell, Daniel (DCJS); inglen@guilderlandschools.net; Reyell, Eric S (SCHENECTADY 
Co); Geraci, Michael N (SCHENECTADY Co); jpatnode@rcscsd.org; gcocchiara@townofbethlehem.org; 
mwhiteley@townofbethlehem.org; brian.patti@albanycountyny.gov; gutcmich@shenet.org; 
meinruss@shenet.org; donaloui@shenet.org; rizzkath@shenet.org; heckmatt@shenet.org; 
agosrona@shenet.org; dragcath@shenet.org; lemanatian@saratogapolice.org; 
rdomanico@rcscsd.org; jelliott@rcscsd.org; tchrapowitzky@rcscsd.org; jim.victor@neric.org; 
mkerrigan@rcscsd.org; j_thuener@saratogaschools.org; j_nair@saratogaschools.org; 
d_lhommedieu@saratogaschools.org; valerie@teachers-center.org; ppomerville@whufsd.org; 
vpopolizio@whufsd.org; micki.jones@neric.org; mwarren@albany.k12.ny.us; 
jgrogan@albany.k12.ny.us; mwager@albany.k12.ny.us; bbailey@rcscsd.org; bforte@snypjoa.org; 
Cadamek@rcscsd.org; dpyle@rensco.com; nlanoue@greenisland.org; mstevens@niskayuna.org; 
fguglieri@pnwboces.org; nlittlejohn@greenisland.org; snided@ilcsd.org; 
mwurster@unionspringscsd.org; bmalkas@napsk12.org; woreilly@queensburyschool.org; 
singletond@guilderlandschools.net; tlbrewer12piseco@gmail.com; lpatierne@rcscsd.org; DAMBRO, 
JAMES (TROOPERS); mlaclair@schodack.k12.ny.us; drexela@warrencountyny.gov; duranf@sage.edu; 
mch134@yahoo.com; VEDDER, CRAIG (TROOPERS); SEVERSON, JANICE (TROOPERS); REICHEL, 
SCOTT (TROOPERS); kschwebke@coeymanspolice.com; barkerji@egcsd.org; jmartin@siskids.org; 
hreilly@questar.org; angela.katz@wmchealth.org; varbour@emmawillard.org; mgiller@questaar.org; 
drentz@emmawillard.org; Jordan, Bruce (DHSES); Nsmith1@taconichills.k12.ny.us; 
rviebrock@taconichills.k12.ny.us; robertbloom@hpcsd.org; ROTHWEIN, STEVEN (TROOPERS); 
catherine.clayton@nysed.gov; ttierney@measinc.com; shawn.lamouree@warrencountysheriffny.us; 
jsousa0326@gmail.com; david.versocki@neric.org; mark.jones@neric.org; 
alighthart@germantowncsd.org; TookerJe@egcsd.org; tracey.catalfamo@questar.org; 
jmasline@menands.org; flacosse@menandspolice.com; cvandenberg@menands.org; 
paul.swieton@questar.org; sam.beardsley@questar.org; wetzeld@scolonie.org; 
jennifer.bennett@neric.org; mlong@menands.org; tim.levan@questar.org; 
kdcooper@saratogacountyny.gov; chansen@questar.org; marohnm@scolonie.org; 
garabda@egcsd.org; Emartin@bscsd.org; bmdonovan@galwaycsd.org; mfish@greenwichcsd.org

Cc: Hastings, Terry (DHSES); VEDDER, CRAIG (TROOPERS); SEVERSON, JANICE (TROOPERS); 
Renee.rider@nysed.gov; Steigerwald, BarbaraLee (DHSES)

Subject: School Safety Summit - Sage College - April 17, 2019

I would like to thank all of you who attended the School Safety Summit yesterday.  Anytime we can speak in front of 
school officials, it is a great opportunity. 
 
I received an email from an attendee and I just wanted to take a moment to clarify an issue that was discussed during 
the Response presentation conducted by the State Police.  During T/Sgt Vedder’s presentation he was trying to explain 
the idea of “hiding in plain sight”.  The point T/Sgt Vedder  was trying to make, was that in a situation where you feel 
you have no recourse, you may still have the option to hide in plain sight as in the example he gave about the person 
who survived the mall shooting in Africa by playing dead.  During the presentation he used an example that he had 
gotten from an FBI presentation, where you could hide in a garbage bag and an active shooter that is pressed for time 



2

would likely by pass you by as he observes a bag of garbage and not a person or potential victim.  This was simply an 
example of breaking the attackers visual and thought process. 
 
Following the presentation, I discussed with T/Sgt Vedder that I did not like the example of getting into a plastic bag as 
this could be falsely construed as a tactic we endorse and of course, hiding in a plastic bag poses its own hazards.  Under 
no circumstances, do the State Police endorse using plastic bags as a means of concealment. We endorse “lockdown” 
where you move to positon out of view from the door and against a wall that provides hard cover from gunfire.  Again, 
the point of that section was to elicit thought about what else you can do, to conceal yourself if the standard options are 
not available.  I agree that the garbage bag example is not a viable solution and it will be stricken from future 
presentations. 
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to speak to you.  I apologize for any confusion this may have caused and appreciate 
the opportunity clarify our position.  Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Scott L. Reichel 
Captain, Field Command – Uniform Force 
 
New York State Police  
1220 Washington Avenue, Building 22 
Albany, NY 12226 
 
(518) 485-5322 | scott.reichel@troopers.ny.gov 
 
www.troopers.ny.gov 
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