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Paula Tibbitts

From: Hilary Hofstein <hilary.hofstein@neric.org>
Sent: Friday, July 31, 2020 12:11 PM
To: 'pmorrison@ahns.org'; 'rwilson@ahns.org'; 'shogan@ahns.org'; 'mavigliante@ahns.org'; 

'krohring@albany.k12.ny.us'; 'kadams@albany.k12.ny.us'; 'ellis_r@argylecsd.org'; 
'black_r@argylecsd.org'; 'healey_m@argylecsd.org'; 'kdomermuth2@bkwschools.org'; 
'kristin.barnhill@bkwschools.org'; 'tmundell@bkwschools.org'; 'gnolte@bethlehemschools.org'; 
'jkehoe@bethlehemschools.org'; 'jmonroe@bethlehemschools.org'; 'cabdoo@bhbl.org'; 
'ddiggins@bhbl.org'; 'pmcgrath@bhbl.org'; 'Rich.Austin@cambridgecsd.org'; 
'Wes.Clark@cambridgecsd.org'; 'douglas.silvernell@cambridgecsd.org'; Mark Jones; Wendy Ashley; 
Audrey Hendricks; Jennifer Bennett; Tom Mott; Anita Murphy; 'himmeb@crcsd.org'; 
'fraleight@crcsd.org'; 'mummentheyc@crcsd.org'; 'poshea@cohoes.org'; 'smackey@cohoes.org'; 
'jstaplet@cohoes.org'; 'jspring@cohoes.org'; 'millerd@corinthcsd.org'; 'foleys@corinthcsd.org'; 
'strattonm@corinthcsd.org'; 'aaanensen@duanesburg.org'; 'jrivenburg@duanesburg.org'; 
'jniedermeier@duanesburg.org'; 'cmasten@fortannschool.org'; 'abodensieck@fortannschool.org'; 
'kfroats@fortannschool.org'; 'jtaggart@galwaycsd.org'; 'jyates@galwaycsd.org'; 
'ccook@galwaycsd.org'; 'bmdonovan@galwaycsd.org'; 'whclark@galwaycsd.org'; 
'jhemingway@abewing.org'; 'mcowles@abewing.org'; 'bgeorge@abewing.org'; 
'dfilieau@greenisland.org'; 'ckarwiel@greenisland.org'; 'kross@greenisland.org'; 
'rnicholson@greenwichcsd.org'; 'ttyler@greenwichcsd.org'; 'mfish@greenwichcsd.org'; 
'nooneyc@guilderlandschools.net'; 'sandersn@guilderlandschools.net'; 
'wilesm@guilderlandschools.net'; 'gereaub@hlcs.org'; 'taylorm@hlcs.org'; 'bakerb@hlcs.org'; 
'dmckeighan@hfcsd.org'; 'kpolunci@hfcsd.org'; 'jhunter@hfcsd.org'; 'griffinj@ilcsd.org'; 
'federspiele@ilcsd.org'; 'snided@ilcsd.org'; 'frmorehouse@johnsburgcsd.org'; 
'lringer@johnsburgcsd.org'; 'mmarkwica@johnsburgcsd.org'; 'clothierr@lkgeorge.org'; 
'varneym@lkgeorge.org'; 'rutnikl@lkgeorge.org'; 'jmanzer@mechanicville.org'; 
'jbirch@mechanicville.org'; 'bpotter@mechanicville.org'; 'jcalderon@menands.org'; 
'kcietek@menands.org'; 'mlong@menands.org'; 'stephen.weinhofer@middleburghcsd.org'; 
'terry.gillooley@middleburghcsd.org'; 'brian.dunn@middleburghcsd.org'; 
'cmccauliffe@minervasd.org'; 'farrellt@minervasd.org'; 'jmayo@mohonasen.org'; 
'rubertich@mohonasen.org'; 'sshine@mohonasen.org'; 'raybush@newcombcsd.org'; 
'csage@newcombcsd.org'; 'cfisher@newcombcsd.org'; 'alento@niskyschools.org'; 
'cnycchevrier@niskyschools.org'; 'dmarriott@niskyschools.org'; 'ctangorra@niskyschools.org'; 
'bsabattis@northwarrencsd.org'; 'clail@northwarrencsd.org'; 'mfrench@northwarrencsd.org'; 
'jrushinski@salemcsd.org'; 'kmacgregor@salemcsd.org'; 'dglover@salemcsd.org'; 
'm_goodwin@saratogaschools.org'; 'd_lhommedieu@saratogaschools.org'; 
't_hilker@saratogaschools.org'; 'j_thuener@saratogaschools.org'; 'm_patton@saratogaschools.org'; 
'jkaras@schalmont.net'; 'jodonnell@schalmont.net'; 'Treardon@schalmont.net'; 
'jhilts@schalmont.net'; 'bleitt@schalmont.net'; 'barrym@schenectady.k12.ny.us'; 
'lewisk@schenectady.k12.ny.us'; 'bochniaka@schenectady.k12.ny.us'; 
'sgathen@schoharieschools.org'; 'rbonaker@schoharieschools.org'; 
'dblanchard@schoharieschools.org'; 'riggip@schuylerville.org'; 'chrismanm@schuylerville.org'; 
'rysherm@schuylerville.org'; 'pzwack@sgcsd.net'; 'mcary@sgcsd.net'; 'agiaquinto@sgcsd.net'; 
'sswartz@sgcsd.net'; 'gosterberg@sharonsprings.org'; 'adipace@sharonsprings.org'; 
'pgreen@sharonsprings.org'; 'SaleBarb@shenschools.org'; 'wetmkath@shenschools.org'; 
'weststev@shenschools.org'; 'robioliv@shenschools.org'; 'gorhamr@sgfcsd.org'; 
'varneyau@sgfcsd.org'; 'orrk@sgfcsd.org'; 'etravis@scsd.org'; 'smessineo@scsd.org'; 
'pmorris@scsd.org'; 'frielly@voorheesville.org'; 'fmacri@voorheesville.org'; 'parkerjo@wcsd.org'; 
'switzerj@wcsd.org'; 'goralskij@wcsd.org'; 'dstevens@vlietschools.org'; 'jszkopiec@vlietschools.org'; 
'kheid5@vlietschools.org'; 'kdemento@vlietschools.org'; 'lcaplan@vlietschools.org'; 'Penny 
Hardenstine'
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Cc: Amy Lupinski; David Guiliano; Jamie Bonino; Lynette Holman; Michael Walker; Micki Jones; Sherrie 
Strain; Timothy Murphy

Subject: Packages of Unsolicited Seeds from China

Good afternoon, 
 
I writing to share information the Health‐Safety‐Risk team received on recent reports of packets of plant seeds being 
shipped to and received by individuals in 32 states, including New York.   
 
Seeds appear to have been mailed in white pouches displaying Chinese lettering and the words “China Post”.  The seeds 
arrive in plastic bags (e.g., zip‐lock bag, seal‐a‐meal‐type bags) without an identifier as to the name or nature of the 
contents. Several different types of seeds are involved. Seeds may arrive in the form of jewelry.  Recipients did not order 
the seeds. 
 
It is unknown what the seeds are from or their true origins.  Until and unless these seeds are determined to be of a 
benign nature, they should be considered and treated with caution.  It is important that if you or someone you know or 
know of receives such packages, please follow the instructions below. 
 
1. Do not handle or plant the seeds – and set them in a safe location; and  
 
2. Immediately notify your State Plant Regulatory Official  
New York (518) 457‐2087 Christopher.Logue@agriculture.ny.gov  
 
or  
 
USDA APHIS State Plant Health Director  
New York (518) 218‐7510 Edward.Chen@usda.gov  
 
for instructions.   
 
Please hold onto the seeds and packaging, including the mailing label, until someone from the State department of 
agriculture or APHIS contacts you with further instructions. Do not plant seeds from unknown origins.  The USDA is 
currently collecting seed packages from recipients and will test their contents to determine if they contain anything that 
could be of concern to U.S. agriculture or the environment.  
 
If you have questions regarding this email, please reach out to me or the safety specialist assigned to your school 
districts.   
 
Best regards, 
 
Hilary Hofstein 
Managing Program Coordinator I 
Health‐Safety‐Risk 
Capital Region BOCES 
 
900 Watervliet‐Shaker Road 
Albany, NY  12205 
(518)464‐5136 
(518)390‐7502 mobile 
(518) 464‐5110 fax 
hilary.hofstein@neric.org 
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http://neric.org 
 

 
 


