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The Main Street Bridge has withstood the test of time since it was erected in 1894. It has

survived the floods that the Lamprey River has thrown at it and has been the place that people

have stopped to take pictures. Once it had a lamplight in the middle of it and through it all it

has served the people of Epping from its completion into the 21st Century.
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Dedication -
Andrew & Marguerite

Vaffone

They have been a fixture in the town
for decades, operating Fecteau's

Country Store on Main Street offer-

ing friendly conversation, advice and
consolation to one and all.

Marguerite was born in her grand-

mother's house and has fond mem-
ories of life on her farm, taking a

pony cart to school, and working

in the garden. Her father, Thomas
Fecteau, served as Epping's select-

man and state representative during

the 1930s. Her mother, Yvonne Fec-

teau was a founding member of the

American Legion's Women's Auxil-

iary. Growing up Marguerite worked
in her grandfather's shop which was
taken over by Tom and named Fec-

teau's in 1934. She attended Epping

Grammar School and graduated

from Watson Academy She studied

marketing and business at the Cham-
berlain School in Boston and worked
for Filenes and Travelers Insurance

Company after completing her stud-

ies.

Andrew Vallone, the son of Michael

and Carmella Vallone, was born in

Brooklyn, New York. He studied and
graduated at MIT and served in the

Navy during World War II as an

ensign aboard the USS Topeka before

receiving his degree in naval archi-

tecture in 1947. He worked at ship

yards in Quincy Massachusetts and
Pascagoula, Mississippi before start-

ing his long career at the Portsmouth

Naval Shipyard in 1951. There he

helped design the Navy's experi-

mental submarine, the Albacore, and
invented a newer and safer access

trunk and shutters for torpedo tubes

on submarines which are still used

today.

The two met in Boston. They married

in 1950 and built their home in

Epping in 1957. Andy worked at the

Shipyard and Marguerite managed
Fecteau's. They purchased Fecteau's

store in 1972 and have operated it

ever since selling just about every-

thing a person might need and dis-

pensing advice, encouragement and
occasionally an opinion.

Both have offered years of service

to the Epping community. Margue-
rite served in the Catholic Daughters

of St. Joseph Parish, running weekly

whist parties to raise funds for the

church while Andy served as a

member of the Knights of Columbus.

In 1977, Andy helped inaugurate the

annual Lamprey River Canoe Race

and has served as the official time-

keeper ever since. He also serves as

a facilitator for Epping High School's

Advanced Placement statistics and
Calculus classes that are taught via

satellite broadcast.

"Andy" and Marguerite have been

married over 50 years and still live

in the house they built on Church
Street. They have supported our

town and schools privately and pub-

licly through their donations of time,

gifts, and food, as well as sponsor-

ship of community initiatives such as

Project Graduation and Olde Home
days. For these reasons, the Annual
Report is dedicated to Andy and
Marguerite Vallone.

Andrew and Marguerite Vallone
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Town Meeting Minutes

The deliberative session of the Town
Meeting was called to order by Mod-
erator Harold LaPierre on February

5 2002 at 7:05PM. The articles were

discussed and amended; final voting

was by ballot on March 12, 2002. The

results are as rollcws.

ARTICLE 1: To select persons to fill

the :;"..;" -in; elecrei r :s:z ;-f

Budget Committee for 3 years

Elizabeth Conrad - 919

Laurel Vmcentio Mazzari - 461

Brenda McCartney - 882

James P. McGeough - 946

Paul Sriile - 55
S

Elizabeth Conrad, Brenda McCartney
ir.i ':r:r Vr7J-e rucr ere e'.eeree:

Cemetery Trustee for 3 years

die-in

Paul Spidle -M
PaulLadd-_ c

Marilyn Perry -28

Paul Spidle was elected

Fire Ward for 3 years

Richard Cantrall - 1314

write-in

Paul Spidle -30
Richard Cantrall was elected

Library Trustee for 3 years

Terese Kueere -1355

te-

Panl Spidle - 32

Teresa Kucera was elected

Moderator for 2 years

Harold K_ LaPierre - 1358

write-in

Paul Spidle - ^ r

:
. -:-.

.
- e"-:::ei

Planning Board for 3 years

Austin Bishop - 1193

write-in

Paul Spidle -41

Austin Bishop was elected

Selectman for 3 years

Ron LaChance - 610

Susan McGeough - 980

Susan McGeough was elected

Supervisor of the Checklist for 6

;. ears

Kim Gaufhier - 964

Marv Lou Xowe - 642

Kim Gaufhier was elected

Treasurer for 3 years

Patricia Tiemev - 1296

write-in

Paul Spidle -35

Patricia Tiemev was elected

Trust Pund Trustee for 3 years

Mark Kucera - 1279

write-in

Paul Spidle -35

Mark Kucera was elected

Water 6c Sewer Commissioner for 3

years

Henry DeBoer-11
-

-

write-in

Paul Spidle - 33

Henrv DeBoer was elected

Zoning Board of Adjustment for 3

years

Paul Brown- -1

Ron LaChance - 634

write-in

Matthew McXealy - 16

Paul Brown was elected

ARTICLE 2; Are vou in favor of

the adoption of Warrant Article 1 as

proposed by the Planning Board for

the Town of Epping Zoning Ordi-

nance as follows: To amend the

Epping Zoning Ordinance Article 20

bv replacing the article in its entirety

with a new ordinance entitled "Per-

sonal Wireless Service Facilities Ordi-

nance". This ordinance will autho-

rize the Planning Board to regulate

the use of these facilities relative to

location, height, aesthetic and archi-

tectural design, visual buffering and

other requirements. This change will

poientiaUv affect anyone who owns
or wishes to buv, develop or use land

in the Town, of Epping. (Majority

vote required. Recommended by the

Planning Board).

Planning Board Chairman Rob
Graham explained that this article

would allow the town to take advan-

tage of technological advances. This

would allow construction of towers

that blend into the landscape. The

use of taller towers would not be

changed.

Results: YES -815
Article 2 PASSED

XO - 751

.ARTICLE 3: Are vou in favor of the

adoption of Warrant Article 3 as pro-

posed bv the Planning Board for the

Town of Epping Zoning Ordinance as

follows: To amend Article 3, Sched-

ule 1 of the Epping Zoning Ordinance

to change the rnirumum lot size in

the industrial/commercial zone from

three (3) acres to two (2) acres.

This change will potentially affect

anvone who owns or wishes to buy
develop or use land in the industrial/

commercial zone. (Majority vote

required. Recommended bv the Plan-

ning Board).

Rob Graham explained that the Plan-

ning Board had found that they were

able to configure a site plan with just

2 acres and this would make it easier

on developers.

Results: YES - 856 XO - 716

Article 3 PASSED
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ARTICLE 4: Are you in favor of the

adoption of Warrant Article 4 as pro-

posed by the Planning Board for the

Town of Epping Zoning Ordinance as

follows: To amend Article 3, Sched-

ule 1 of the Epping Zoning Ordinance

to add a requirement for minimum
frontage of 200 feet for lots in the

industrial/commercial zone. This

change will potentially affect anyone

who owns or wishes to buy, develop

or use land in the industrial/

commercial zone. (Majority vote

required. Recommended by the Plan-

ning Board).

Kim Sullivan asked if this would
affect existing lots in that zone that

do not have 200 feet of frontage. Rob
Graham replied that it would only

affect newly created lots.

Results: YES -924 NO -676

Article 4 PASSED

ARTICLE 5: Are you in favor of

the adoption of Warrant Article 5 as

proposed by the Planning Board for

the Town of Epping Zoning Ordi-

nance as follows: To amend Article

2 of the Epping Zoning Ordinance to

remove "Excavation of Sand, Gravel

and Stone" as a permitted use in

the Residential and Rural Residential

Zones and to add "Commercial
Excavation of Sand, Gravel and
Stone" as a permitted use in the High-
way Commercial, and the Industrial/

Commercial Zones. This change will

potentially affect anyone who owns
or wishes to buy develop or use

land for commercial excavations in

the Town of Epping. (Majoritv vote

required. Recommended bv the Plan-

ning Board). Rob Graham explained

that passage of this article would
no longer allow gravel to be exca-

vated in residential and rural resi-

dential zones. Marilvn Pern* pointed

out that if the gravel was being

used for a State Highway project,

the Town would not be able to

restrict the excavation.

Results:

YES - 956 NO - 633

Article 5 PASSED

ARTICLE 6: Are you in favor of the

adoption of Warrant Article 6 as pro-

posed by the Planning Board for the

Town of Epping Zoning Ordinance

as follows: To amend the Epping
Zoning Ordinance Article 11.9 in its

entirety to be replaced with new lan-

guage that adopts the 2000 Interna-

tional Building Code as the Town of

Epping Building Code. This change
will potentially affect anyone who
owns or wishes to buy, develop or use

land in the Town of Epping. (Major-

ity vote required. Recommended by
the Planning Board).

Rob Graham explained that this arti-

cle was simply to update our use of

the BOCA Code from the 1998 version

to the 2000 version.

Results: YES -898

Article 6 PASSED

ARTICLE 7: To see if the Town will

vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $300,000 for the purpose of con-

struction, reconstruction, and paving

of various Town roads as determined

by the Town's Road Plan and the

Board of Selectmen. Also, to autho-

rize the Selectmen to issue and nego-

tiate such bonds or notes and to

determine the rate of interest thereon

and the maturity and other terms

thereof; and authorize the Selectmen

to take any other action or to pass

any other vote relative thereto. (3/5

majority vote required. Recom-
mended by the Board of Selectmen

and the Municipal Budget Commit-
tee.)

Selectman Tom Gauthier explained

that the Selectmen have a line item

for $110,000 in the operating budget
for the Highway Department, but

this amount is not sufficient for all

the paving that needs to be done.

Kim Sullivan gave a tentative list of

streets that would be paved. Thev
are Windbrook Drive, Old Orchard
Road, Indian River Road, Spur Road,

Prescott Road, Old Nottingham Road,

High Road, Beniah Lane, Ben Nevis

Road, Shannon Drive, and North
River Road.

Results: YES -999 NO -619

Needed to Pass - 971

Article 7 PASSED

ARTICLE 8: To see if the Town
will vote to raise and appropriate

the sum of Thirty Nine Thousand
Dollars (S39,000) for the purchase

a GMC 3500 series one-ton pickup

truck with plow and attachments to

include a one-ton dump for the High-

way Department. The acceptance of

this article will automaticallv rescind

Article i 9. (Majoritv vote required.

Recommended by the Board of Select-

men and the Municipal Budget Com-
mittee).

Tom Gauthier explained that the Ford

one ton truck was becoming unreli-

able. The purchase of this vehicle will

add another vehicle to our fleet and
we will phase out the Ford over the

next few years. Ron LaChance asked

if there was anv monev available in

a capital reserve fund that could be

used for this truck. Kim Sullivan

replied that all those funds had been

earmarked for the 6 wheel dump
truck we had purchased in 2001.

Results: YES -713 NO -886

Article 8 FAILED

ARTICLE 9: To see if the Town will

vote to establish a Capital Reserve

Fund under the provisions of RSA
35:1 for the purpose of a Highway
Department GMC 3500 series one-ton

pickup truck with plow and attach-

ments to include a one-ton dump and
to raise and appropriate the sum of

Fifteen Thousand Dollars (SI 5,000) to

be placed in this fund. (Majority' vote

required. Recommended bv Board of

Selectmen and the Municipal Budget

Committee.)

Kim Sullivan made a motion to

amend this article to add the sentence

"This article will not be valid if Arti-

cle 8 passes." The motion was sec-

onded by Susan McGeough. A hand





establish a SPOTS (State Police On-
Line Telecommunications System)

computer at the police department.

(Majority vote required. Recom-
mended by the Board of Selectmen

and the Municipal Budget Commit-
tee)

Police Chief Greg Dodge explained

that two of our cruisers currently

have these computers. This article

would give us enough for all the

cruisers so that our officers could run

their own license and plate checks.

Results: YES -785 NO -846

Article 15 FAILED

ARTICLE 16: To see if the Town
will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of Eight Thousand Eight Hun-
dred Dollars ($8,800.00) to purchase

CCTV (Closed Circuit TV) cameras

and monitors at the Safety Complex.

This system will monitor the Booking

Room, Holding Cells and other sensi-

tive areas of the police department.

(Majority vote required. Recom-
mended by the Board of Selectmen

and the Municipal Budget Commit-
tee).

Greg Dodge explained that this was
part of the original plan for the Safety

Complex, but was one of the items cut

when the cost of the building became
too high. Last year the priority was
to increase the personnel on the force,

but this year he would like to again

pursue this so that we will be pre-

pared for the accreditation process.

Mike King presented information on
a less expensive system, but Chief

Dodge said he had seen those units

and the quality was not as good as he

would recommend.

Results: YES -752 NO -903

Article 16 FAILED

ARTICLE 17: To see if the Town
will vote to raise and appropriate

the sum of Twenty Three Thousand
Four Hundred Fifty-Three Dollars

( $23,453.00) for the purchase and
equipping of a new cruiser for the

Police Department. (Majority vote

required. Recommended by the

Board of Selectmen and the Munici-

pal Budget Committee).

Chief Dodge stated that they would
be using the equipment from one of

the older cruisers, but this article does

include money for set up charges.

Mike King stated that he would
rather see a foot patrol instituted

down town instead of replacing the

cruiser.

Results: YES -687 NO -970

Article 17 FAILED

ARTICLE 18: To see if the Town will

vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000) in

support of the Epping Youth Athletic

Association. (Majority vote required.

Sumitted by Petition. Recommended
by the Board of Selectmen and the

Municipal Budget Committee).

Jim McGeough urged all the voters

to support this article. The EYAA is

a totally Epping organization and all

the workers are volunteers. This is

the same level of funding they have

requested for the last 10 years.

Results: YES - 1125 NO - 525

Article 18 PASSED

ARTICLE 19: To see if the Town will

vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Eight Thousand Eight Hundred
Dollars ($8,800.00) for the purpose of

improvements to the Harvey Mitchell

Memorial Library. Such improve-

ments will include but not be limited

to replacing or repointing brickwork

on the front steps, replace railings

on front steps, replace light fixtures

on the main floor of the library,

carpeting for the main floor of the

library, computer work station furni-

ture and a rapid response security

system. (Majority vote required. Rec-

ommended by the Board of Selectmen

and the Municipal Budget Commit-
tee).

Library Trustee Deb McConnell listed

the reasons for the renovations

planned. The current light fixtures

are so old that we can no longer get

replacement parts for them and the

bulbs are more expensive than bulbs

for newer fixtures. The carpeting

being replaced had been in the base-

ment and has water damage. The
brickwork on the front steps is start-

ing to crumble, and they want to add
a center railing for safety reasons. A
new computer station will be more
user friendly and also be more attrac-

tive near the entrance.

Results: YES - 1128 NO - 534

Article 19 PASSED

ARTICLE 20: To authorize the

Trustee of Trust Funds to transfer

$23,972 to the Cemetery Trustees for

necessary enhancements and expan-

sion of the Central Cemetery. These

funds were originally provided to the

Trustees of the Trust Funds by the

Conservation Commission through

their Land Use Change Tax Penalty

Funds and are to be considered

compensation for conservation pur-

poses of the land bordered by the

Central Cemetery and the Lamprey
River. (Majority vote required. Rec-

ommended by the Board of Selectmen

and the Municipal Budget Commit-
tee).

Kim Sullivan explained that the pur-

pose of this article was to allow the

portion of this land which is not suit-

able for burial lots to be managed
by the Conservation Commission. Of
the four acre parcel, approximately

half of it can be used for cemetery

purposes. The funds transferred to

the Cemetery Trustees would be

available for cemetery maintenance.

Ron LaChance asked who would get

the money if one of the new plots

was sold. Tom Gauthier replied that

the money would go the Cemetery

Trustees.

Results: YES -942 NO - 701

Article 20 PASSED



ARTICLE 21: To see if the Town will

vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Eight Thousand Dollars ($8,000) to

sponsor in Epping an "Olde Home
Day" event during the year 2002.

(Majority vote required. Submitted

by Petition. Recommended by the

Board of Selectmen and the Munici-

pal Budget Committee.

Steve Johnson explained that at the

Olde Home Day's celebration last

year a survey was taken of what
people would like to have at the next

event. Most stated that they would
like to see a fireworks display. If

passed, this article would provide the

funds to do this.

Results: YES -727 NO -906

Article 21 FAILED

ARTICLE 22: To see if the Town will

vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000)

for the purpose of painting the exte-

rior of Watson Academy. (Majority

vote required. Submitted by Petition.

Recommended by the Board of Select-

men).

Steve Johnson addressed this article

and stated that the grant money we
had received only covered interior

painting and work on the addition.

The outside of the building has not

been painted in many years.

Results: YES -709 NO -914

Article 22 FAILED

ARTICLE 23: To see if the Town
will vote to accept historical names
of Epping persons, families or events

for any New Town Accepted Roads,

Streets, Etc. prior to assigning any

Names for Roads, Streets, etc. (Major-

ity vote required. Submitted by Peti-

tion).

Madelyn Williamson from the His-

torical Society explained why this

article had been requested. They
felt that developers did not give

enough thought to the naming of

roads in a new subdivision and the

resulting names really had no mean-

ing. Paul Spidle pointed out that it is

the responsibility of the Selectmen to

name roads, but suggested that devel-

opers could be given a list of poten-

tial names from which to choose.

He made a motion to amend the arti-

cle by replacing the word "accept"

with the phrase "suggest to devel-

opers". The motion was seconded

by Susan McGeough and the amend-
ment passed with a hand vote.

Results: YES - 903 NO -731

Article 23 PASSED

ARTICLE 24: To see if the Town will

vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Thirty Four Thousand Seven Hun-
dred Ninety-Four Dollars ($34,794.00)

to be distributed to the organizations

listed below in the amounts noted

for services estimated to be rendered

to residents of the Town during the

year 2002. (Majority vote required.

Submitted by the Board of Selectmen

pursuant to RSA 31:131 and recom-

mended by the Municipal Budget

Committee.)

Paul Spidle pointed out that the

amount recommended by the Budget

Committee was different from the

amount recommended by the Select-

men, and asked for an explanation.

Tom Gauthier stated that the Board of

Selectmen had set a cut off date for

hearing from these organizations, and

not received the request from Sea-

coast Mental Health by that date. The
Board of Selectmen voted to maintain

funding at the 2001 level. Dianne Gil-

bert spoke against this article because

she believes there is not legislation

that enables us to provide these

funds. Jim McGeough stated that

the services these agencies provide

would cost the Town three to four

times as much if we had to provide

them ourselves. When the Budget

Committee reviewed the requests

they were all questioned as to what
services had been provided to Epping

residents. Roger Gauthier felt that

the vote of the people would show
whether or not the Town wants to

support these organizations. Ron



LaChance took exception to these

organizations receiving funds from

the county and state also since a

portion of our taxes goes to them.

Dianne Gilbert would like to see

these organizations sign a contract

with the Town to provide services,

but the organizations are unwilling

to do this. Kim Sullivan stated that

our welfare budget is $10,000, but we
only spent $3,000. This was partly

due to the services these organiza-

tions do provide.

Results: YES -952 NO - 639

Article 24 PASSED

ARTICLE 25: To compel the Select-

men, Fire Wards and Budget Com-
mittee to not submit and/or approve

budget line items which provide

funding for or pay the dues to pro-

fessional, non-profit, or quasi-govern-

ment organizations for elected and/or

appointed Town officials or Town
employees unless specifically autho-

rized by New Hampshire State Law
(i.e. RSA 31:8 Power and Duties of

Towns). (Majority vote required.

Submitted by Petition)

Dianne Gilbert objected to the $24,000

in dues and subscriptions that the

Town pays each year. She stated that

every profession has an organization

that supports lobbyists in Concord

trying to influence legislation that is

in the best interest of the profession,

but may not be in the best interest

of the Town. Cliff Cray spoke

in support of the fire organizations

which help the department get fire

codes and with testing of equipment.

Selectman Gilbert felt that individuals

should pay for memberships them-

selves, and stated that we would be

able to purchase fire codes without

being members of the organization.

Tom Gauthier felt that volunteers

should not have to pay membership
fees themselves, and defended dues

paid to the Municipal Association

which has entitled us to free legal

advice on several issues. He read a

letter from Town Council defending

the current practice, and stating that

if this article is passed it would not

be enforceable. Bruce Gatchell stated

that he pays for professional dues

himself and does not see why others

should not. Kim Sullivan spoke in

favor of continuing the practice of

paying dues for volunteer fire fight-

ers.

Results: YES -725 NO -827

Article 25 FAILED

ARTICLE 26: To compel the Select-

men to abide by the requirements of

RSA 41:25 and RSA 41:33 (setting of

compensation for the Town Clerk and
Tax Collector respectively); to submit

the proposed compensation for these

two elected positions, as required by

law, to the Annual Town Meeting

(Legislative Body) for approval. Fur-

thermore, these salaries are to be pub-

lished as line items in their respective

budgets and in the Annual Town
Report. (Majority vote required. Sub-

mitted by Petition).

Dianne Gilbert read a portion of the

law which states that Town Clerks

can be paid either by statutory fees

or by fixed compensation. She stated

that elected officials are accountable

to the people, not the Board of Select-

men and the salaries for all officials

should be approved at Town Meet-

ing. Jim McGeough made a motion

to amend the article by replacing

the phrase "as required by law" with

the phrase "if advised by Town
Council". The motion was seconded

by John Sigmund. McGeough went
on to state that our Town Attorney

would defend us on any legal matter

and that we should rely on his advise.

Paul Spidle pointed out that the

budget as it is printed in the Town
Report does not break down the sala-

ries of various officials so it is difficult

for the people to know what they are

approving. Loraine Hoijer wanted
to know why we couldn't follow the

law. Kim Sullivan replied that we are

already following the law, and read

a portion of a letter from Town Coun-
cil stating that our current practice

is within the letter of the law. He
also read an excerpt from the 1993

Town Meeting where the Town voted

to authorize the Board of Selectmen

to set the salary for the Town Clerk/

Tax Collector. A hand vote was taken

on the amendment and the amend-
ment passed.

Results: YES -922 NO - 630

Article 26 PASSED

ARTICLE 27: To support an

expanded use of EPTV-22 to include

all the benefits of local programming,
namely public access, education and
government (PEG) as provided for

under the Federal Communications
Act of 1996. Expanding the use of

EPTV-22 will not require any additional

funding. (Majority vote required.

Submitted by Petition).

Paul Spidle stated that he had a tape

that shows how other towns handle

public access TV. The coordinator can

review the tape and say whether or

not he feels it can be shown. An
affirmative vote on this article would
be a referendum that the Town wants

to see more programming on EPTV
TV coordinator Bill Channel wanted
to let the Town know that the state-

ment saying that this will not require

any additional funding was false and
suggested it be stricken from the arti-

cle. He stated that the costs should

never exceed what the Town receives

in franchise fees. After much discus-

sion Bill Channel made a motion to

amend the article so that the final sen-

tence reads "Expanding the use of

EPTV-22 shall not exceed budgeted

franchise funding." The motion was
seconded by Paul Spidle. The amend-
ment was passed with a hand vote.

Marci Morris asked if passing this

article would mean that an individual

could create material that would then

be aired on our channel, and if so

who would determine if it could be
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shown. Bill Channell replied that

Marci was correct, and that the indi-

vidual supplying the tape was to be

held responsible for the content of the

tape. The coordinator could require

a minimum standard of quality for

the tape, restrict the length, and deter-

mine the scheduling of the broadcast.

Any material which is obscene or

contains material which is slanderous

would not be allowed. Dick Godfrey

from Chester spoke about his expe-

riences with a Public Educational

and Government channel, stating that

Chester has never had a problem with

the content of materials. If one side

of an issue is presented they must
allow equal time for an opposing

view. The producer of the film signs a

form specifying that the film does not

contain advertising, obscenity, copy-

righted material, libelous or slander-

ous material.

Results: YES - 937 NO - 612

Article 27 PASSED

ARTICLE 28: To see if the Town will

vote to reduce from fifty (50%) to ten

percent (10%) the amount of money
given to the Conservation Commis-
sion from the Land Use Change Tax

(LUCT). The funds shall be placed

into a separate Conservation Fund
not to exceed ten thousand dollars

($10,000) annually and shall only

be used for the acquisition of land

and conservation easements. Further,

the remaining ninety percent (90%)
LUCT shall be placed into the Gen-
eral Fund and used to reduce the

property tax. Acceptance of this arti-

cle repeals Article 13, passed at the

2000 Annual Town Meeting. (Major-

ity vote required. Submitted by Peti-

tion)

Paul Spidle spoke in favor of this arti-

cle stating that this would bring us

back to where we were two years ago,

with more money going into the Gen-
eral Fund to reduce taxes. Conser-

vation Commission Chairman Gerry
Langdon stated that the Town had

defeated this same article last year.

Over half of the towns in New
Hampshire now earmark at least

50% of their LUCT for conservation

purposes, or they designate a large

amount of money in their budget for

conservation. Avis Rosenfield spoke

in favor of the need to maintain open

spaces, and encouraged the Town to

plan for areas suitable for forest as

well as residential and commercial

use. Kim Sullivan pointed out that

the Board of Selectmen needed to

approve any expenditure from this

special fund, and since there is a cap

of $50,000 in this fund at any one

time, the Conservation Commission
cannot spend endlessly. Dianne Gil-

bert was opposed to land being taken

off the tax rolls and expressed her

concern that with more and more
land being owned by the Conserva-

tion Commission or limited by con-

servation easements, future genera-

tions would not be able to afford

to buy land for their homes. Jim

McGeough spoke of the foresight

of people like Mary Blair who pro-

vided the Town with recreational

land. Although this land is not on the

tax rolls, it is land that can be enjoyed

by all.

Results: YES -794 NO - 770

Article 28 PASSED

ARTICLE 29: To see if the Town
will vote to raise and appropriate

the sum of Three Million Forty Thou-

sand One Hundred Sixty-Two Dollars

($3,040,162) which represents the

operating budget of the Town. Said

sum does not include the special

and individual warrant articles herein

contained. Should this article be

defeated, the operating budget from

last year with certain adjustments

required by previous action of the

Epping Board of Selectmen or by
law will be the default budget; or

the governing body may hold a spe-

cial meeting, in accordance with RSA
40:13, X and XVI, to take up the

issue of a revised operating budget

only. (Majority vote required. Rec-

ommended by the Board of Selectmen

and the Municipal Budget Commit-
tee).

Paul Spidle asked what the default

budget would be if this article fails.

Tom Gauthier replied that the

amount would be $2,870,559. This

figure was arrived at by using the

2001 operating budget plus the collec-

tive bargaining agreement, lease pay-

ments for the cruiser, backhoe and
ambulance, the increased police per-

sonnel approved last year, and the

debt from the safety complex.

Results: YES -944 NO - 624

Article 29 PASSED

Moderator Harold K. LaPierre

declared the meeting adjourned at

10:05 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Linda Foley, Town Clerk



Committee Reports

Board of Selectmen &
Town Administrator
The more things change the more
they remain the say as the French

say. 2002 was a year of comings and
goings as the Town of Epping con-

tinues its march forward. Personnel

changed again this year. The new
Town Administrator, Craig Kleman,

got one full year under his belt.

Epping Television (ETV) also bene-

fited from Bill Channell having a full

year to implement changes to the

operation. Patricia Tierney agreed to

be the Town Treasurer. Soon after the

new year began, the Code Enforce-

ment Officer (CEO), Charles Smart,

moved to a similar position in New-
ington. The search for a new CEO
went on for a few months before

we found a good candidate in Kevin

Kelley who had been the CEO twenty

years ago. With the initial start up
of the new Wastewater Treatment

Plant the decision was made to hire

additional help for the plant. Bob
Kilham was hired by the Water and
Sewer Commission with the Select-

men's approval to assist longtime

Superintendent, Norm Dionne, in get-

ting the bugs out of this new high

tech facility. In the fall Jeri Ann Smith,

the Selectmen's administrative assis-

tant, left and relocated to Ohio with

her husband. Also in the fall, John
Hubbard, Highway Superintendent,

moved on to greener pastures. In the

interim Joe Foley and Dave Reinhold

have run the department. On a sad

note, longtime worker in the depart-

ment, Roy Paige, passed on.

Progress was also made on a few

projects that were under develop-

ment. The Water and Sewer Com-
mission accepted the new Wastewater

Treatment Facility that is run by the

Zenon microfiltration process. The
five million dollar upgrade to the

plant gives the Town more capacity

to deal with the impending commer-
cial and industrial development that

is coming to the area. The Town is

edging closer to the development of

Hoar Pond Well #2 with a seven day
pump test conducted in June. This

water source will help to meet the

future needs of the community.

Other facilities projects were done
during the year. The Recycling Center

which had been damaged by fire

was rebuilt and equipped with new
machinery. The steeple roof on Town
Hall was redone by a local Epping
resident and other small repairs to the

interior of Town Hall were done as

well.

The Board of Selectmen dealt with

perennial issues that seemed more
pressing with the growth that is

occurring in

the com-

munity. The

development

of Class VI

roads,

destruction of

mailboxes by
town snow-

plows and the

impact of

racetrack

operations on
neighboring

residents

were again

revisited.

The proposed commercial develop-

ment at the intersection of Routes 101

and 125 moved closer to fruition with

the announcement that a Walmart
Supercenter would be built on the

former Wheelbrator site. In anticipa-

tion of that some minor improve-

ments were made to a roadway near

Route 125. Railroad Avenue on the

eastern side of Route 125 was closed

to traffic. The Town also learned

that it was a co-recipient with the

State New Hampshire Department of

Transportation of a federal Economic
Development Administration (EDA)
grant that will be used for improve-

Craig J. Kleman, Town Administrator

Board of Selectman — Kim Sullivan, Steve Johnson, Tom Ganthier,

Susan McGeongh, Dianne Gilbert



merits to Route 125 north of Route 101

to near the intersection with Route 27.

The staff and the elected officials have

kept very busy meeting the needs

of the residents of Epping and deal-

ing with the growth that is coming.

Their collective efforts are what make
Epping such a great place to live!

We look forward to another busy and

successful year in 2003.

We would like to close by reminding

everyone that it is important to take

an active role in our local govern-

ment. Make it a point to vote on

March 11, 2003. You are also encour-

aged to attend and/ or watch on

Epping TV the various Boards and

Commissions that meet throughout

the year.

Epping Board of Selectmen:

Tom Gauthier, Chair

Kim Sullivan, Vice-Chair

Susan McGeough
Dianne Gilbert

Steve Johnson

Town Administrator:

Craig Kleman

Cemetery Trustees
Trustees of the Town's Cemeteries are

responsible for their maintenance &
expansion. The Trustees get together

on a casual basis to discuss and/or

inspect the cemeteries. No minutes

are taken during these encounters,

but be assured that our memories are

sound and we will tell you anything

you want to know.

During 2002, the Selectmen trans-

ferred the sum of $24,000 to the Trust-

ees. The monies are to be used for

additional burial space on the 4.5

acres of Town owned land located

on the North side of The Prospect

Cemetery. Chairman Jerry Langdon
of the Conservation Commission was
instrumental in arranging the selec-

tive tree cutting, at no cost to the

Town. This new cemetery land is

nearly ready for stumping and terrac-

ing. We still retain the $24,000 for

future expansion and development.

We had the Jonathan Sanborn land

purchase of 1875 clear cut (approxi-

mately 1 acre). This land was deeded

to the Town as a burial site for "pau-

pers." We believe several bodies

are interred there, but they are not

marked. We do know, however, that

no one was left on the top of the Pros-

pect Hill who was not breathing! The
aforementioned parcels of land still

need extensive filling and terracing as

they are sloped towards the Lamprey
River.

The Town provided the Trustees

$5,000 toward the cost for stumping

and filling the front of the Prospect

Cemetery, which will provide imme-
diate burial space, until such time

as the back pieces (2) can be com-

pleted. We wish to thank Ron Cote,

Harvey Woodward and Jerry Lang-

don for their efforts and diligent work
in preparation of this site.

Early in 2002, former Trustee Paul

Ladd, Fred Semprini and I discovered

that a piece of

the rear wall at

the Central

Cemetery had
fallen over as a

result of 4 large

pine tree's roots

encroaching

under the wall.

The trees were

also dan-

gerously

leaning over to

the abutters'

home. So, last

fall, I engaged

the services of

the Highway
Department's

tree experts to remove these trees.

Next spring the current trustees will

meet to arrange the pulling of the

stumps and the repair of the wall.

There is also a large Ash tree further

down the wall that is raising the wall;

this situation must also be addressed

in the spring.

In the election of 2002, Paul Spidle

was elected by a landslide (18 write

in votes) to fill the position of retiring

Paul Ladd. Paul Spidle and I have

met several times so as to familiarize

him with the Town's Cemeteries, and
the above situations. Fred Semprini

continues to serve, as well as yours

truly, Dan Harvey.

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel W. Harvey, Fred Semprini,

Paul Spidle

Code Enforcement and
Building Inspection
I am sure everyone has heard the

phrase "what a difference a day

makes". Well what a difference 20

years has been. Having been the

Town's part time inspector back in

1983 and becoming the new Code
Enforcement Officer in May of 2002

Permits



has been a challenge. As you see

with the increase in permits from

last year, and the new developments,

open land is rapidly disappearing.

The New Year will see a dramatic

increase in commercial construction.

As most of you know a Super Wal-

Mart will start construction in the

spring, with others soon to follow.

Two new developments are just start-

ing construction and Epping has cer-

tainly become the Town many want
to call home. I look forward to help-

ing the Town grow with a commit-

ment to the health and safety of all.

Sincerely,

Kevin Kelley

Conservation Commission
Commission Members:

Scott Pirn, Chairperson,

Jeff Conrad, Jim Malcuit,

Neal Folsom, Caroline Muise,

Paul Wright

Alternate: Nancy Chase

Selectmen's Rep: Stephen Johnson

Special Projects: Isobel Parke

Canoe Race: Nancy Gero,

Virginia LaPierre, Andy Vallone,

Verna Folsom

Forestry Committee:

Gerry Langdon, Bob Kimball,

Kevin Martin

The Epping Conservation Commis-
sion established a Forestry Commit-
tee this year to handle the manage-
ment and monitoring of the town's

properties and easements. The three

person committee has been working
on planning for a timber harvest on
the Fox Run Conservation Area. The
Committee has also been working
with the Selectmen to resolve an ille-

gal timber harvest on Town property.

This property was recently donated

to the Town by the Epping Crossing

developers for mitigation on their

project. Members of the Committee
have been working with the develop-
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was purchased to allow digital non-

linear editing. This allows us to

significantly improve the quality of

on-location productions, and also to

make it easier for new users to

become productive much sooner.

Recycling used equipment, we were

able to set up a dedicated video tape

duplication system to handle viewer

orders for tape copies, and were able

to donate a complete edit system and

two more cameras to the middle/high

school. Mid year, we sponsored an

"Open House" to share our progress

with the community, and based on

the response, we hope it can become
an annual event.

Most recently, we have replaced and
upgraded the ten-year-old video

decks used for the playback of

taped programs. This improved the

reliability and quantity of scheduled

program airings. All this has been
accomplished without any tax dol-

lars, just using part of the income

generated by ETV.

But, not all of our efforts were
successful. We were not able to

maintain enough student interest to

bring about the Student News Pro-

gram, or other school videos. To try

to correct this, we will aggressively

pursue more school participation in

the coming year.

However, the most exciting thing to

happen at ETV, is that for the first

time, we are now showing "Access

Programming". This means ANY
Epping resident can make a video,

under very few guidelines, and have
it shown on channel 22. We encour-

age all residents to check at the Select-

men's Office for details, and partici-

pate! Share your views, your hob-

bies, or, just have fun and become a

TV star with your neighbors. Local

access is an incredible resource for the

residents of Epping, and we'll help

you take advantage of it.

With the support of staff

members Joe, Nicholas and

Seth Denoncour, Glenn and

Josh Frederick, Heidi Nel-

son-Dawson, and Dan Bennis,

2002 has been both produc-

tive and enjoyable. Thanks to

the encouragement and guid-

ance of the Selectmen's repre-

sentative, Steve Johnson, and
the rest of the Board of Select-

men, ETV is becoming an

important and integral part of

our community and a strong

asset to the future of Epping.

Thanks for watching.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Channell

Director, Epping Television

Fire Department
The past year can best be described

as a year of change. We have many
new housing developments, resulting

Fire Department — Kevin Zukas

and Hank LeTourneau

in more homes to protect and resi-

dents for which to provide medical

care. Ours is a very dynamic depart-

ment and needs constant review of

the equipment, number of personnel

and training required to provide the

protection everyone requires, expects

and deserves. Additional changes

We would like to offer



will take place because of the Wal-

Mart development and the many
others that will follow. Change can be

difficult for some, but we know it will

happen and we must be prepared.

The Fire Wards and I are presently

determining our vehicle needs for the

next twenty (20) years. We presently

need a fire truck, with the ability

to provide the best fire protection

available. The CAFS (compressed air

foam system) will extinguish the fire

faster and with less water damage
than conventional methods. This

truck will also contain the newest

technology in Jaws of Life and tower

lighting to better illuminate the scene

of an emergency.

Our town is fortunate to have many
dedicated people on our department,

and because of this we have some of

the leading technology in the world,

right here in our town. We are able

to get into the ambulance or fire truck

open the computer and within a few
seconds locate an address in town
along with a picture of the residence

in most cases. This truly decreases

the time required

to arrive at the scene of an emergency

I would like to take a moment to

publicly thank our former Fire Chief

Chris Murphy for his vision, technical

expertise and leadership, and the

many who assisted him in making
our department what we have today.

As we look to the future we must
meet challenges head on, not just

trying to catch up, but striving to pro-

vide the absolute best protection for

our residents and department person-

nel. Once again we remind everyone

to change the batteries in your smoke
detector when you change your
clocks, and be sure your house num-
bers are clearly visible from the street.

Thank you again for your support. If

you have any questions or concerns

please call me anytime. Information

on CPR and First Aid course available

as needed. Anyone who thinks they

may want to join please call, many
types of jobs to be filled. Business

Line 679-5446

Total Calls for 2002 913

Ambulance calls 662

Fire Calls 251

General Assistance (Welfare)

Department
Another year has passed, and in last

year's Annual Report I shared with

you the many resources that are avail-

able to our Epping residents who are

unable to provide for themselves and
their families. The Food Pantry is

available year-round to serve those in

need. To visit the food pantry, please

call my office or come in to see me
so I can reach the appropriate person

to help you. Raymond Community
Action Program continues to be a sig-

nificant resource in meeting the needs

of our low-income residents.

The State welfare reform programs
place urgency in times of crisis on
cities and towns to provide services.

The Statute RSA: 165 implies that, "If

a person is poor and unable to main-

tain himself or herself" the Town has

no other choice but to assist.

I continue to receive a multitude of

brochures. Among the many bro-

chures received are from Rockingham
Community Action with information

about the Fuel Assistance Program,

and the CSFP (Commodity Supple-

mental Food Program) for seniors.

PSNH continues to assist those on
how to save with their electric bill. I

also have many brochures for Legal

Advice & Referral Centers. The Com-
pass Program is still going strong.

This is a program to help the unem-
ployed or under-employed develop

skills that will lead to self-sufficiency

and offer job-training services. Infor-

mation on the program along with

many other brochures is available in

my office.

If you feel that you or your family

needs assistance or information on
how to receive assistance, please do
not hesitate to call my office at

679-1202, ext. 16. My office hours

for appointments is Wednesday,

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.

Phyllis E. McDonough
Welfare Administrator

Harvey-Mitchell

Memorial Library

The library had another banner year

in 2002 with attendance and circula-

tion figures topping those of the pre-

vious year. Patrons continue to use all

of the services of the library but the

computer workstations seem to draw
the most people. Our Summer Read-

ing Program was another huge suc-

cess now making four years that we
have run the program.

In cooperation with the Epping Ele-

mentary School and school librarian

Barb Young our Summer Reading

Program has flourished. Enrollment

in the program was well over two
hundred kids and there were two
well-attended Childrens concerts

with a magician and the Little Red
Wagon from the University of New
Hampshire.

The library experienced several much
needed improvements during the

year. Our decaying front porch was
replaced. We received wall to wall

carpeting on the upstairs floor and
new lighting. The ceiling was
repaired and painted and the room
has a much brighter and cleaner look.

We owe a big thanks to Bob Basile for

maintaining our website that is now
located at www.eppinglibrary.org.

You can e-mail us at

eppinglibrary@attbi.com. Call Bob



for all your web hosting needs. The

computers are still runnning well and

with our technical plan, we are bring-

ing in new hardware every year.

The Lydia Ladd/Childrens Library

continues to be frequently used by

community groups and organiza-

tions. The Rockingham Riding Club,

Civil War Roundtable of New Hamp-
shire and Melling Glen Condomin-

ium Association are just a few of the

groups meeting in the room.

The library still offers a load of free

and discount passes. This year we
have added the New England Aquar-

ium to our growing list of passes.

We currently have passes also to

The Portsmouth Childrens Museum,
The Christa McAullife Planetarium,

Strawberry Banke, Shaker Village

and the Boston Science Museum.

Our pre-school story hour is now
under the direction of Tracie Wilkins.

The story hour is now at 10:30am

on both Monday and Friday. Simonne
Murphy is doing an excellent job

leading the adult book discussion

group that meets once a month. The
library is also a meeting place and
coordinating facility for the many
homeschooling families in Epping.

Highway Department — Chris Trefethen,

Dave Reinhold, and John Victoria

I would personally like to thank

everyone in town who gave dona-

tions of books and money to the

library this year. We appreciate it and
have always put those donations to

good use buying books and library

materials. I also want to acknowledge

all the hard work done this year

by the Library Board of Trustees

and staff. We all make a great team

in the effort of providing quality

library service to the Town of Epping.

Our programs and services are free

to all the people of Epping. Come
down and see all our improvements

plus our growing collection of books,

videos, audios, DVDs and magazines.

It's all here and all for you.

Duane E. Shaffer

Library Director

Highway Department
The Highway Department experi-

enced some changes this year. Long
time employee, Roy Paige, died after

suffering a brief illness. For this

reason Roy gets an Honorable Men-
tion in this Town Report. Town res-

idents and workers for the Town
will miss him. The other change that

occurred was that Highway Supervi-

sor, John Hubbard, decided to move
on to other endeavors. We
wish him good luck! The

Board of Selectmen decided

in the interim to appoint one

of the Town's snowplowing
contractors, Dave Reinhold,

to fill the Highway Supervi-

sor position. Joe Foley also

filled in for a short period of

time until Dave accepted the

job.

It was again a productive

year for the Highway crew.

On the direction of the Select-

men, Railroad Avenue on the

east side of Route 125 was
closed off through the use

of jersey barriers and a berm. With

the anticipated growth of commercial

development on Route 125 just south

of there, it was felt that this section

of Railroad Avenue was being used

as a shortcut to avoid the traffic light

at Route 27 endangering the residents

and especially the children who live

in this neighborhood.

The road reconstruction bond was
used to do paving on certain roads in

Town. North River Road was given a

shim coat and overlay as were Shan-

non and Hunter Drives. Other roads

done were Meadowbrook Drive, Del-

aney Road, Cote Drive and Amber
Way. Other roads were on the list

for roadwork such as Prescott Road
but due to the busy workload of

contractors and snow falling early,

these projects were delayed until next

year. Monies are still left in the road

bond and funds were budgeted in

the Highway budget to continue this

work. Ditching was also done on

roads throughout Town.

After the Recycling Center experi-

enced a fire in 2001 work was under-

taken to rebuild the facility. Through
a combination of insurance monies

and funds being placed in the 2002

Highway budget, the building was
rebuilt and a baler and can and glass

crushers were purchased to refit the

facility.

The Highway Department also

undertook a project which called for

the removal of the tires that are stored

on the Stump Dump side. The war-

rant article was for $35,000 and most

of the monies were spent. Over 315

tons of tires were removed in 2002.

This is an ongoing project.

Although it took awhile, the Town
did receive its new Ford 650 dump
truck with a combination sanding

and dump body. It was used for

road maintenance and did get its first
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workout for plowing late in 2002.

The highway department looks for-

ward to a productive year in 2003.

Department Members:
Dave Reinhold, Interim Foreman
John Victoria, Heavy Equip. Operator

Chris Trefethen

Historic District Commission
The boundaries of Epping's present

Historic District are marked by
unique signs on Main Street and
Route 27. This past year has brought
continued cooperation from Fleet

Bank resulting in the replacement of

two exterior fixtures on the building

with lanterns, in keeping with its sur-

roundings. Although not within the

District, architecture more in style of

our town's New England heritage has

been requested of the Epping Cross-

ing project off of Route 125 and will

be honored. Working with the Rock-
ingham Planning Commission, mem-
bers of this Commission may be par-

ticipating in Epping's possible eligi-

bility as a Main Street Community.

We meet on an informal need to meet
basis. Your help and inquiries are

always welcome.

Members: Debbie McConnell, Susan
McGeough, Devon Rains, Rob
Graham, Madelyn Williamson, Chair

The Epping Historical Society-
Founded over 30 years ago, the Soci-

ety remains an active resource center

for Epping history and welcomes visi-

tors of all ages year round. Thanks to

many contributors, our displays and
collections of maps, documents and
information on Epping families from
colonial to the present time, continue

to increase in quantity and quality.

The old Town Safe and a copy
of Epping's first town record book
(from 1742) are now housed in the

building. Video tapes of society pro-

grams are available on topics ranging
from Epping history, to Native Amer-
ican life and folklore, logging, wres-
tling in New England and our famous
Epping Brickyards.

Last year's opening ceremony of

Epping Olde Home Days, was
highlighted by the Society-initiated

revived tradition of presenting the

Boston Post Cane to our oldest resi-

dent. Dick Sanborn was the recipient.

Currently we are working with the

State of New Hampshire for place-

ment of two historical markers for

Epping.

The Epping Historical Society build-

ing is open every Wednesday from 10

am- 2 pm and on Monday evenings
from 6 pm - 9 pm. You are always
most welcome to join is!

Board Members: Fran Allen, "Sonny"
Beauchesne, Dan Bennis (Vice Presi-

dent), Joe Denoncour, Anne Reardon
(President), Joy True (Treasurer),

Madelyn Williamson (Curator)

Epping Olde Home Day

The 2002 Olde Home Day held on
August 17th and 18th was a fun-

packed weekend. As has become the

traditional kickoff of the celebration,

breakfast was offered to all at the

Major General John Sullivan Lodge
#2, followed by the Jack Sharkey
Road Race starting point at Watson
Academy. The race included, not

only the 5K race, but also a Tyke Trot,

One Mile race for junior runners and
a Wacky Wheel race for any age.

The second annual bed race was held
at Watson Academy again this year

with several beds participating in the

two divisions much to the enjoyment
of all viewing the creativity used by
the teams on their bed entries as well

as some of the tactics of the partici-

pants to win, including squirting the

viewing crowd with water guns.

The Official Opening began at the

Elementary School field with a Native
American Ceremony welcoming all to

the event. Dan Sullivan and Sonny
Beauchesne explained the symbolism
of the "Talking Stick" in Native

American tradition and this theme
was repeated throughout the cere-

mony. The event included the pre-

sentation of the Boston Post Cane to

Richard "Dick" Sanborn who was the

oldest person nominated to receive

this honor with his family all being
present for this prestigious award.
Reverend Townsend offered a prayer
and the ceremony concluded with the

singing of God Bless America, led

by Madelyn Williamson and accom-
panied by the Foggy Dew Band.

The youngest residents of the town
then paraded the grounds to the

enjoyment of young and old in the

first annual Dolly Carriage Parade.

Each recipient received a prize and
ribbon for their imaginative creations.

Entertainment was offered through-

out both days including Folk Music
with Jim and Kevin, Irish Folk Music
with Foggy Dew, Country Oldies

with Diane Witham, Acoustic Rock
with Lost it All, American Folk Music
with Rob Oxford, Bluegrass Music
with American Flyer and Historic

American Music with Bob Kilham.

Other events for the young and old

were the Native American Story Tell-

ing offered by Sonny Beauchesne as

well as a Native American Candy
Dance hosted by Sonny and Cathy
Beauchesne. All were invited into an
authentic teepee featuring the differ-

ent aspects of teepee living by our

ancestors.

The Magician "Tricky Dick" had
everyone chuckling at his antics and
slight-of-hand on Sunday. Again this

year the demonstration featuring our

town's very own police dog, Twister,
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with Officer Raymond Fluet, held the

attention of everyone during the K-9

demo. Pony rides were offered to our

youngest citizens as well as balloon-

making by Beth the Clown.

Booths filled the field not only fea-

turing various foods and beverages

but historical information, as well as

businesses offering their fine prod-

ucts and services including wood-
working, jewelry, dried flowers,

quilts, monogramming, ski mobiles,

locally authored books. Several non-

profit groups were also booth par-

ticipants. The Exeter Hospital pro-

vided free bicycle helmets to children

and the Major General John Sullivan

Lodge offered fingerprinting for the

children.

Popular activities for our children

were the Girl Scouts providing games
and prizes, the Artist in Resident pro-

gram with face painting and, new this

year, the Epping Fire Explorer Post

716 offering a min-muster including

welcomed relief from record breaking

temperatures in the target hose water

spraying part of the muster.

Saturday included a wrestling match
provided by Jason Sanderson in our
Elementary School and the Commu-
nity Church hosted a chicken barbe-

cue on the fair grounds with enter-

tainment provided during the supper
on Saturday and Sunday, the Knights

of Columbus hosted a roast beef

dinner throughout the day.

The two-day event came to a conclu-

sion with Selectman Steve Johnson
expressing appreciation for all the

volunteers who helped with this

year's successful affair. Father Mike
from St. Joseph Church offered a clos-

ing prayer.

The success of this celebration should
be credited not only to the committee
members, but also to the large

number of volunteers giving their

energy and time and of course, the

Town ofEpjjing, 2002 AnnuafReport

town folks for making this

event a success by their atten-

dance and support.

Planning Board Report

In 2002 the Board welcomed a

newly elected member, Austin

Bishop, and voted him as Sec-

retary to the Board. Robert

Graham remained Chairman,

Cory McPhee Vice-Chairman,

and Ron Nowe Treasurer. Paul

Spidle became an Alternate

along with Steve Illsley and
Dale Smith. Dale had to resign

as Alternate due to a job transfer.

The Board thanked Dale and wished

him well. Susan McGeough was
appointed to serve as the Selectmen's

Representative, with Kim Sullivan

serving as the Selectmen's alternate.

Charlie Smart, the Towns former

Code Enforcement Officer went on
to a new job, and was replaced by
Kevin Kelley, who held the position

of Building/Code Inspector approxi-

mately 20 years ago. This was the last

year for Circuit Rider/Planner, Mike
Garrepy with the Town; his replace-

ment is Clay Mitchell, who held the

position as Town Planner from 1997

to 2000. The Board thanked Mike for

his dedication to the Town, and wel-

comed Clay back. The entire Board,

as always, wishes to thank the citi-

zens of Epping for their continued

support and interest throughout the

year.

In all, (12) Twelve Site Plan reviews

and (9) Nine Subdivisions, totaling

(36) Thirty-six lots, (2) Two Lot Line

Adjustments and (1) One Excavation,

came before the Board. The Board

worked diligently on the site where a

Super Wal-Mart will be located. Two
of the applications to come before the

Board was for restaurants, both were
approved and are now in operation;

the name of the establishments are

The Foxfire Grill and Zampa's.

Planning Board Assistant — Phyllis McDonough

We note and commend your willing-

ness to see some of our zoning mat-

ters through the Town Meeting. All

contacts and issues relating to plan-

ning in the Town of Epping shall

be forwarded to the new Planner,

Clay Mitchell. Generally scheduled

office hours for the Planner will be

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00am

until 2:00pm; however, contacting the

Planning Board secretary at 679-1202

will ensure that time is available.

We thank you for your commitment
and continued service.

Your Planning Board

Officers: Rob Graham, Cory McPhee,

Austin Bishop, Ron Nowe,
Selectman's Representative Susan

McGeough; Planning Board Assistant

Phyllis McDonough.

Police Department
The Town of Epping will see many
changes as commercial development

begins. Many of the Town's services

will feel the impact. Although the

next few months will prove to be an

exciting time for the Town, the strain

on our resources could affect the ser-

vices we provide. A statistical com-

parison for the past four years is pro-

vided to help illustrate the activity of

our department.



Police Prosecutor — Karen Springer

Officers Gregory Nye and Mike Wallace

staffing in his division has not

increased the workload certainly has.

At one time we assigned an officer

to work with the detective during the

summer months when school was out

of session and the School Resource

Officer was available to work patrol

shifts. Unfortunately I wasn't able

to do that this year because another

full-time officer was still on active

military duty. An additional detec-

tive's position is needed so we may
remain an efficient police depart-

ment and attempt to keep up with

the growing caseload, that position

is included on this year's warrant.

Your support in this endeavor would
be appreciated and I will address the

issue in more detail at the delibera-

tive session.

Some personnel changes were

encountered in 2002; Officer Art Reed

left the department in April to

become the Chief of Police in New-
fields, NH. I want to thank Art

for his contributions and wish him
well in his new job. Officer Gregory

CATEGORY
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all the equipment requested in the

warrant was defeated. I will always

respect the will of the people but

when requests are rejected the need

doesn't go away it is only com-

pounded. In 2002 more money
was expended to repair cruisers than

anticipated. As the equipment gets

older the need for repair increases.

Having said that I will tell you that

there are articles on the warrant for

which I need your support. The

equipment requested is needed in

order for the police department to be

more efficient and respond to your

request for services. I am sensitive

to the taxpayer and focus always

on what the department truly needs

versus what we would like to have.

You will have an opportunity to ask

questions about the requests made
during the deliberative session and I

encourage attending.

Officers Rich Cote and Kevin Kelley

Police Officer Sean Gallagher

The Epping Police Exploring mem-
bership under the supervision of

Officer Bradley Jardis has grown to

twelve. I applaud Brad for his will-

ingness to work with the youth of this

town and ensuring that the program

stays alive. If you are interested in

law enforcement and want to be a

part of the Explorers, please contact

the police department for more infor-

mation.

Another unfortunate OHRV accident

claimed the life of an Epping youth.

The barricades that were installed by

the Department of Recreation and

Economic Development were in my
opinion poorly marked. Public input

and meetings with concerned citizens

has made some progress. Recently

the barricades have been highlighted

with a highly visible and fluorescent

color scheme, in addition and in

advance of the barricades, retractable

warning devices have been installed

which are designed to catch the atten-

tion of the operator prior to reaching

the gate. Although the trails have

been better marked I must stress

that the Epping portion of the trail

system remains closed to all wheeled

OHRV's and is open to snowmobiles

only. Operators are warned that the

trail is being patrolled more aggres-

sively now and violators will be sum-

monsed to court and their vehicle

will be towed. Parental guidance is

also necessary in an effort to keep

your child safe. Safety equipment

should always be worn while riding

an OHRV. Brochures are available at

the police station outlining the proper

operation of these types of vehicles.

As always public input is important

to us and I encourage you to stop by

the Safety Complex to seek answers

to any questions you might have.

Have a great 2003!

Chief Gregory C. Dodge

Recreation Department
Similar to the past several years

the Recreation Department will once

again go through a transitional period

as former director Sean Kotkowski

will be returning to graduate school

at the nearby University of New
Hampshire. While town officials

begin the process of hiring a new
director, the recreation department

will function normally with part-time

help from Sean, help from current

staff, and continued support from rec-

reation commission members. At this

time I would like to highlight several

popular programs that the depart-

ment offers throughout the year.

The After School Program continued

to grow over the last year and now
caters to over thirty-five different

kids throughout the year. This pro-

gram provides school-age children

the opportunity to get assistance with

homework and participate in a vari-

ety of arts, crafts, and fun activities

all while developing new and lasting

friendships with staff and peers. This

program officially welcomes new
help Jamie Brooks and Melanie

Bilodeau to the fun of After School

Rec!

The Summer Recreation Program saw
overwhelming success again this year

serving over seventy-five different

children throughout the seven-week

program. This day camp provides

Epping residents the opportunity to

visit a variety of educational and fun

seacoast attractions including Cano-

bie Lake Park, and The See Science

Center just to name a few. While

two days a week are spent on field

trips, the rest of the week offers tradi-

tional camp activities and games to

keep your kids entertained during the

hot summer months. I would once

again like to thank Mark Vallone, the

Epping Elementary School, and the

entire staff for their cooperation in

making this summer even better than

last year. The programs highlighted
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Warrants & Budgets

jor the Year 2003

To the inhabitants of the Town of

Epping, in the County of Rocking-

ham, qualified to vote in Town affairs:

You are hereby notified to meet

at the Middle/High School Gymna-
sium located on Prescott Road on

Tuesday, February 4, 2003 at 7:00

RM. for a Deliberative Session and at

the Middle/High School Gymnasium
located on Prescott Road on Tuesday,

March 11, 2003 at 8:00 A. M. to 7:00

P.M. to act upon the following:

TO BE TAKEN UP TUESDAY,
MARCH 11, 2003:

ARTICLE 1: To select persons to fill

the following elected positions: two
for Selectman for three year terms

each; three Budget Committee posi-

tions for three year terms each; two
Budget Committee positions for one

year terms each; two for Planning

Board for three year terms each; two
for Zoning Board of Adjustment for

three year terms each; one for Cem-
etery Trustee for a three year term;

one for Fire Ward for a three year

term; one for Library Trustee for a

three year term; one for Trustee of

Trust Funds for a three year term; one

for Water & Sewer Commissioner for

a three year term.

Candidates:

Budget Committee - 3 years

Vote for not more than 3

Laurie A. Bentz

Michael King

Ron LaChance
Budget Committee - 1 year

Vote for not more than 2

Jennifer Yergeau

Cemetery Trustee - 3 years

Vote for not more than 1

DanielW Harvey

Fire Ward - 3 years

Vote for not more than 1

Charles H. Goodspeed
Donald H. Oakes

Library Trustee - 3 years

Vote for not more than 1

Deborah McConnell

Library Trustee - 2 years

Vote for not more than 1

Planning Board - 3 years

Vote for not more than 2

Rob Graham
Steve Illsley

Paul Spidle

Selectman - 3 years

Vote for not more than 2

Dianne Gilbert

Michael J. Jean

Stephen Johnson

Christopher Murphy
Ken Twombly Sr.

Trust Fund Trustee - 3 years

Vote for not more than 1

Daniel W. Harvey

Water & Sewer Commissioner -

3 years

Vote for not more than 1

Roger Gauthier

Zoning Board of Adjustment - 3 years

Vote for not more than 2

Dick Fisher

Ron LaChance

Epping School District

School Board Member - 3 years

Vote for not more than 1

Gary MacLeay
Pam Tibbetts

ARTICLE 2: To establish following

the guidelines in RSA 669:16, two
additional seats on the Board of

Library Trustees.

ARTICLE 3: Are you in favor of the

adoption of Amendment No. 1 as

proposed by the planning board for

the town zoning ordinance as Article

15 as follows: Optional Open Space

Design Subdivision - The intent of

this ordinance is to provide a flexible

method of residential development

that is consistent with principles of

sound planning and wise land use

that are not specifically permitted in

the current zoning ordinance. Devel-

opments under this article will be

required to preserve large portions of

the site from future development in

exchange for flexible design options.

All public utilities and roads within

the development shall be built to

Town of Epping standards. This

is an optional form of subdivision

design that requires adherence to spe-

cific criteria intended to protect abut-

ters and residents of the development

from adverse impacts. (Majority vote

required. Recommended by the Plan-

ning Board and Board of Selectmen.)

ARTICLE 4: Are you in favor of the

adoption of Amendment No. 2 as pro-

posed by the planning board for the

town zoning ordinance as follows:

Elderly Housing Overlay - This ordi-

nance seeks to address the housing

needs of the elderly and to encourage

the development of such housing to

meet the needs of persons who have

lived in Epping and who would like

to continue to reside in Town, but

who are no longer able or interested

in residing in and maintaining a

9HHHHH9HHHHHHB
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conventional residence. The ordi-

nance encourages the development of

elderly housing by permitting such

housing to be developed at a higher

unit density and with a certain

amount of planning flexibility that

is greater than that permitted for

conventional single family housing

development. These developments

will be permitted in the Residential,

Residential/Commercial and High
Density Residential Districts. (Major-

ity vote required. Recommended by
the Planning Board and Board of

Selectmen.)

ARTICLE 5: Are you in favor of the

adoption of Amendment No. 3 as pro-

posed by the planning board for the

town zoning ordinance as follows: To

repeal and remove the following sec-

tions of Article 3 and Article 6 as

they relate to parking and circulation

requirements that are covered in the

Site Plan Review Regulations: Sec-

tions 3.9.5, 3.9.6 and Section 6.3. The
intent of these changes is to bring

the ordinance into consistency with

the Board's policy with respect to

a number of issues, streamline the

Town's regulations and provide the

Board with a more current regulatory

framework with which to process

industrial and commercial applica-

tions. (Majority vote required. Rec-

ommended by the Planning Board

and Board of Selectmen.)

ARTICLE 6: Are you in favor of the

adoption of Amendment No. 4 as pro-

posed by the planning board for the

town zoning ordinance as follows: To

repeal and remove the following sec-

tions of Article 3 as they are redun-

dant with other parts of the ordinance

and already covered in the Site Plan

Review Regulations: Section 3.6

Definitions, 3.8 Procedures and
Development Regulations and 3.9.13

Stormwater Drainage 3.9.14 Snow &
Trash and 3.9.15 Water & Sewer. The
intent of these changes is to bring

the ordinance into consistency with

the Board's policy with respect to

a number of issues, streamline the

Town's regulations and provide the

Board with a more current regulatory

framework with which to process

industrial and commercial applica-

tions. (Majority vote required. Rec-

ommended by the Planning Board

and Board of Selectmen.)

ARTICLE 7: To see if the Town will

vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Nine Hundred Thousand Dollars

($900,000.) for the purpose of pur-

suing "take out financing" of the

State's portion of the construction and

upgrading of the Town's Waste Water

Treatment Facility, and to borrow in

the name of the Town by issuance of

serial notes or bonds, in accordance

with the provisions of the Municipal

Finance Act (RSA Chapter 33), a sum
not to exceed $900,000. for the pur-

pose of capturing the costs of the fore-

going project, and to authorize the

selectmen to issue and negotiate such

bonds or notes and to determine the

rate of interest thereon. (3/5 majority

vote required. Recommended by
Board of Selectmen and the Munici-

pal Budget Committee.)

ARTICLE 8: To see if the Town will

vote to authorize the Board of Select-

men to enter into a ten (10) year

Lease Agreement for the purpose of

leasing a Fire Engine with CAFS
(Compressed Air Foam System) for

the Fire Department; and to raise

and appropriate the sum of Nineteen

Thousand Five Hundred and Forty

Seven Dollars ($19,547.) for the first

semiannual payment for that pur-

pose. This lease agreement will con-

tain a non-appropriation clause and
is expected to cost a grand total

of Three Hundred Ninety Thousand,

Nine Hundred and Forty Dollars

($390,940.) with a One Dollar ($1.00)

purchase option at the end of the

lease term. (Majority vote required.

Recommended by the Board of Fire

Wards, the Board of Selectmen and
the Municipal Budget Committee).

ARTICLE 9: To see if the Town will

vote to deposit fifty per cent (50%)

of the Land Use Change Tax (Current

Use) pursuant to RSA 79-A:25, II

into a separate Conservation Fund for

the purchase of land or the acquisi-

tion of Conservation Easements, but

not more than will result in there

being more than Seventy-five Thou-

sand Dollars ($75,000.) of such reve-

nue in said Conservation Fund at any

time; any disbursements or expen-

ditures from said fund will require

Board of Selectmen approval; further

Land Use Change Tax collected from

land sold to the Town or School

District would be exempt from the

disbursement made to said Conser-

vation Fund. Passage of this article

will supersede any previous articles

regarding the use of land use change

tax revenues to purchase land or

conservation easements in the Town.

(Majority vote required. Submitted

by Petition. Recommended by the

Municipal Budget Committee.)

ARTICLE 10: To see if the Town will

vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.)

under the provisions of RSA 35:1 for

the purchase of a Highway Depart-

ment 6-wheel dump truck to be

equipped with a wing and plow;

the Board of Selectmen have been

appointed the agent to expend said

fund. (Majority vote required. Sub-

mitted by Board of Selectmen. Rec-

ommended by the Board of Selectmen

and by the Municipal Budget Com-
mittee.)

ARTICLE 11: To see if the Town will

authorize the establishment of a Capi-

tal Reserve Fund (pursuant to RSA
Chapter 35) for the future revaluation

of the Town and to raise and appro-

priate the sum of $60,000. towards
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this purpose, and appoint the select-

men as agents to expend from the

fund. (Majority vote required. Rec-

ommended by the Board of Selectmen

and the Municipal Budget Commit-
tee.)

ARTICLE 12: To see if the Town will

vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.)

to be deposited into the existing

Landfill Closure Capital Reserve

Fund. (Majority vote required. Rec-

ommended by the Board of Selectmen

and the Municipal Budget Commit-
tee.)

ARTICLE 13: To see if the Town
will vote to authorize the Board of

Selectmen to enter into a three (3)

year lease agreement for the purpose

of leasing a new 2003 Ford Crown
Victoria police cruiser for the Police

Department; and to raise and appro-

priate the sum of Eight Thousand
Five Hundred Dollars ($8,500.) for the

first year's payment and to purchase

equipment for said vehicle. This lease

agreement will contain a non-appro-

priation clause and is expected to cost

a grand total of Twenty Three Thou-
sand Dollars ($23,000.) with a One-
Dollar ($1.00) purchase option at

the end of the lease term. (Majority

vote required. Recommended by
the Board of Selectmen and by the

Municipal Budget Committee.)

ARTICLE 14: To see if the Town will

vote to authorize the Board of Select-

men to enter into a three (3) year lease

agreement for the purpose of replac-

ing and upgrading the computer net-

work and workstations at the Police

Department; and to raise and appro-

priate the sum of Nine Thousand
and Three Hundred Fifty Six Dollars

($9,356.) for the first year's payment
for that purpose. This lease agree-

ment will contain a non-appropria-

tion clause and is expected to cost

a grand total of Twenty Eight Thou-

sand Sixty Six Dollars ($28,066.) with

a One-Dollar ($1.00) purchase option

at the end of the lease term. (Majority

vote required. Recommended by
the Board of Selectmen and by the

Municipal Budget Committee.)

ARTICLE 15: To see if the Town will

vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Nineteen Thousand Nine Hundred
Thirty Five Dollars ($19,935.) to cover

the salary and related benefits of an

additional police officer to work in

the Detective Division of the Police

Department, effective July 1, 2003.

Approval of this warrant article will

make the position permanent. (Note:

Estimated total salary and benefits for

the 2004 annual budget is $39,870.).

(Majority vote required. Recom-
mended by the Board of Selectmen

and by the Municipal Budget Com-
mittee.)

ARTICLE 16: To see if the Town
will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of Eight Thousand, Eight Hun-
dred Dollars ($8,800.) for the pur-

chase of 18 mobile radios, operating

on the new split frequency as sup-

ported by Rockingham County Dis-

patch, for installation in the Fire,

Ambulance and Officer vehicles.

(Majority vote required. Recom-
mended by the Board of Fire Wards,

the Board of Selectmen and the

Municipal Budget Committee.)

ARTICLE 17: To see if the Town
will vote to raise and appropriate

the sum of Four Thousand Dollars

($4,000.) to sponsor in Epping an

Olde Home Day event during the

year 2003. (Majority vote required.

Submitted by Board of Selectmen.

Recommended by the Board of Select-

man and the Municipal Budget Com-
mittee).

ARTICLE 18: To see if the Town
will vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of Thirty-five Thousand Dollars

($35,000.) to remove approximately

350 tons of existing scrap tires from

the Town. (Majority vote required.

Recommended by the Board of Select-

men and by the Municipal Budget

Committee.)

ARTICLE 19: To see if the Town will

vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Three Thousand and Two Hun-
dred and Fifty Dollars ($3,250.) to

establish an Emergency Management
Budget. (Majority vote required. Rec-

ommended by the Board of Selectmen

and by the Municipal Budget Com-
mittee.)

ARTICLE 20: To see if the Town
will vote to raise and appropriate

the sum of Three Thousand Dollars

($3,000.) in support of the Epping
Youth Athletic Association. (Majority

vote required. Submitted by the

Board of Selectmen. Recommended
by the Board of Selectmen and by the

Municipal Budget Committee.)

ARTICLE 21: To see if the Town will

raise and appropriate the sum of Two
Thousand Dollars ($2,000.) for the

purpose of purchasing and installing

a Carved Sign to be installed in

front of the Epping Safety Complex.

(Majority vote required. Submitted

by Petition. Recommended by the

Municipal Budget Committee.)

ARTICLE 22: Are you in favor of

approving a sum not to exceed Two
Hundred Thousand Dollars

($200,000.) for the purchase of the

land and buildings at 11 Prospect

Street currently owned by Mr. Timo-

thy Trefethen, and to authorize the

Board of Selectmen to obtain any

necessary financing to acquire this

property during 2003? (Majority vote

required. Submitted by Petition).

ARTICLE 23: To see if the Town will

vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Thirty Six Thousand One Hundred
and Ninety Five Dollars ($36,195.) to
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be distributed to the organizations

listed below in the amounts noted for

services estimated to be rendered to

residents of the Town during the year

2003. (Majority vote required. Rec-

ommended by the Board of Selectmen

and the Municipal Budget Commit-

tee.)

ARTICLE 24: To see if the Town
will vote to send the following res-

olution to the New Hampshire Gen-

ARTICLE 25: To see if the Town
will vote to raise and appropriate

the sum of Four Million Seven

Hundred Sixty Four Thousand and

Six Hundred Thirty-Three Dollars

($4,764,633.) which represents the

operating budget of the Town. Actual

amount to be raised by taxes is:

$3,578,633. Said sum does not include

the special and individual warrant

articles herein contained. Should

this article be defeated, the operating

ARTICLE 26: To see what action the

Town will take in regards to the

reports of its officers and agents.

GIVEN UNDER OUR HANDS AND
SEAL THIS 21st DAY OF JANUARY,
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD, TWO
THOUSAND AND THREE.

Thomas Gauthier, Chairman
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BUDGET OF THE TOWN/CITY

OF: EPPING

BUDGET FORM FOR TOWNS WHICH HAVE ADOPTED
THE PROVISIONS OF RSA 32:14 THROUGH 32:24

Appropriations and Estimates of Revenue for the Ensuing Year January 1. 2003 to December 31,
2003

or Fiscal Year From to

IMPORTANT:

Please read RSA 32:5 applicable to all municipalities.

1. Use this form to list the entire budget in the appropriate recommended and not recommended area

This means the operating budget and all special and individual warrant articles must be posted.

2. Hold at least one public hearing on this budget.

3. When completed, a copy of the budget must be posted with the warrant. Another copy must be

placed on file with the town clerk, and a copy sent to the Department of Revenue Administration

at the address below.

This is to certify that this budget was posted with the warrant on the (date) [ Z j Q j

BUDGET COMMITTEE
Please sign in ink.

'1^0^-^f

THIS BUDGET SHALL BE POSTED WITH THE TOWN WARRANT

FOR DRA USE ONLY

NH DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION

MUNICIPAL FINANCE BUREAU

P.O. BOX 487, CONCORD, NH 03302-0487

(603)271-3397

MS-7
Rev. 07/02
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ACCT\#_

Budget - Town/CttyvOf EPPTNt;

2 3

FY 2003

5

SOURCE OF REVENUE__

Warr.

Art.#

Estimated Revenues

Prior Year

Actual

Revenues

Prior Year

Estimated
Revenues

Ensuing Year
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MS-7 Budget - Town

2

of EPPING FY 2003

5

ACCT.# SOURCE OF REVENUE

Warr.

Art.#

Estimated Revenues

Prior Year

Actual

Revenues

Prior Year

Estimated

Revenues

Ensuing Year

INTERFUND OPERATING TRANSFERS IN cont.



xrv Town ofEpjting, 2002 Annual Report

BUDGET COMMITTEE SUPPLEMENTAL SCHEDULE
(For Calculating 10% Maximum Increase)

(RSA 32:18, 19, & 32:21)

[VERSION #1 : Use if you have no Collective Bargaining Cost Items or RSA 32:21 Water Costs

EPPING
LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNIT: FISCAL YEAR END 2003

1. Total RECOMMENDED by Budget Comm. (See Posted

Budget MS7, 27, or 37)
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here and all others sponsored by the

Recreation Department take place at

Watson Academy. The local com-

munity has continued to use Watson

Academy as a valuable resource and

many different organizations have

met, taught, and shared in what

were the original classrooms here in

Epping. Throughout the year use of

the building continued to climb now
housing youth ceramics, morning and

evening aerobics, the WIC program,

a new Big Brother/Big Sisters pro-

gram, along with many others. The

department is excited to be able to

work with these groups and share

this wonderful old building with the

wide variety of organizations that call

Epping home.

Along with the programs and events

that have been highlighted here the

Recreation Department is proud to

offer many other seasonal and year-

long programs. This year we hope

to expand by adding a ski program,

several teen trips, and family oriented

trips and events. If you have ques-

tions or comments about current or

future programs or you have an

idea you would like to see imple-

mented please stop by the Recreation

Office, call 679-3301, or email at

eppingrec@hotmail.com .

I would like to take this opportunity

to thank the selectman, town admin-

istrator, and all Epping residents for

their support over the last couple of

years. Although I would like to thank

each and every parent, child, and resi-

dent individually for what they have

meant to me, it would be impossible

to make a dent on that list in a timely

fashion. Instead I offer a heavy-

hearted farewell and best of luck to

everyone in all of their endeavors.

Thanks for everything, I will miss you
all!

Lamprey River Youth Soccer

The objective of Lamprey
River Youth Soccer (LRYS) is

to promote and enhance the

game of soccer for the benefit

of the youth of Epping. LRYS
provides the opportunity for

all eligible Epping youth to

participate in soccer at the

competitive (travel) level and
indoor by establishing

appropriate teams in area

leagues such as the Seacoast

League and at Crossroads

Sports and by sponsoring

local player and coach clinics.

Town Clerks — Joyce Blanchard and Linda Foley

Programs are available year round.

Anyone with children age 5 through

16 who are interested in playing

soccer can find more information

and contact the organization at

www.eppingsoccer.com or e-mail to:

info@eppingsoccer.com. LRYS is a

non-profit organization.

Town Clerk's Report
The Town Clerk's Office had the fol-

lowing activity during the period of

January 1, 2002 - December 31, 2002:

This was the first year that we had

Senate Bill 2 in effect for the Town
Election. We struggled with learning

what we needed to do to have

the process run smoothly, and we
learned some valuable lessons. First

of all we know we need lots of

sample ballots so

everyone can be

familiar with the

warrant articles

before they get to

the voting booths.

We also discovered

that we need to

set up more voting

booths, and the

Town Hall is not

large enough to

accommodate an

increase in booths.

Finally we were surprised at the

number of voters who came to the

polls. We ran out of ballots and had

to make more copies. It was wonder-

ful to see so many people taking the

time to come out and vote. We will

be holding the election at the school

this year and we hope it will better

accommodate our increased number
of voters.

Last year we attempted to put

together a Town Report that could be

ready in time for the deliberative ses-

sion. As a result I was not able to

have information in my reports that

reflected a full year of activity. We
are back on a later schedule again so

I hope the reports will be more mean-

ingful.

Linda Foley, Town Clerk

Motor Vehicle Permits Issued



Water and Sewer
TO THE CITIZENS OF
EPPING:
We, the Board of Commis-
sioners, have had a very

good year for the Town of

Epping. What we have

approved will benefit the

Town at no taxes to the citi-

zens.

We took over the operation

of our $5,000,000 Waste

Water Treatment Facility on
May 18, 2002. When we
accepted the operation the

"30 Day - No Problem" had
been completed to the sat-

isfaction of our Engineers and the

Water and Sewer Commissioners.

We had several meetings with the

Developer of Epping Crossing (Wal-

Mart) about water and sewer. These

negotiations resulted in water and
sewer expansion to the site at no cost

to the taxpayers of Epping.

We are in negotiations with other

developers on expansions of our sys-

tems. All developers will be respon-

sible for all costs for sewer and water

expansions, so there will be no cost to

the taxpayers.

We are very fortunate to have two
men who are licensed with the State

to operate our $5,000,000 Waste Water
Treatment Facility. We also have

one man to work part time during

vacations or sick leave. This man
is a great asset to our department.

These men also take care of our

Water Department. Our Board is very

thankful for their dedication.

The Hoar Pond Well #2 has been
tested and the results were very good.

We are now waiting for wellhead

protection easements from property

owners around the well. Once we
have them, this well will go on line.

Water & Sewer Staff— Norm Dionne and Bob Kilham

That will give us three very good
wells to draw from for quite a few
years.

We still have a lot of infrastructure

work to accomplish such as looping

dead-end lines and replacing under-

sized lines. This will allow us to give

the citizens of Epping better water.

We are sorry that we had to increase

the sewer fees last fall. We are work-

ing to reduce the cost by increasing

the volume of sewerage to our plant.

The cost of processing more sewers

is very minimal so we should have

more income, thereby reducing the

fee.

The Board of Commissioners has had
a very successful tenure and we hope
to continue this. We thank our cus-

tomers for being patient and helpful

when we have had problems. The
future of the Epping Water and Sewer
Department looks very challenging

for us the Commissioners.

Thanks again,

Roger Gauthier, Henry DeBoer

Mike King

Zoning Board of Adjustment
The Zoning Board of Adjustment

consists of five elected members:
Chairman Paul Langdon, Jr., Vice

Chairman Thomas Dwyer, Jr., Kevin
Murphy, Steve Illsley and newly
elected member Paul Brown. Alter-

nates are Paul Spidle and Richard

Fisher. Zoning Secretary Phyllis

McDonough.

In 2002, the ZBA heard Four requests

for Variances that were granted. One
Variance that was denied and One
was withdrawn, but returned and
was approved.

New Hampshire law strictly controls

the actions of ZBA Boards in the state.

By law a ZBA can only grant three

kinds of requests: an appeal of a pre-

vious administrative decision regard-

ing the meaning of the Town Ordi-

nance; a request for a Special Excep-

tion (if it meets all the specific con-

ditions of the Town Ordinance), and
request for a Variance from the literal

wording of the ordinance-IF it meets

five tests spelled out in state law.

Therefore, your Zoning Board of

Adjustment earnestly asks every

person considering an appeal to read

Epping's Zoning Ordinance care-

fully beforehand, and to refrain

from submitting any request which
cannot be granted within these laws .

By so doing they will save themselves

time, expense and frustration.

For example, Epping's Zoning Ordi-

nance states that certain uses are per-

mitted by Special Exception in the

Aquifer Protection District, provided

they will not pollute the aquifer,

significantly reduce the volume of

water which it contains, or discharge

hazardous materials on site. It is

the ZBA's responsibility to decide

whether or not a request meets these

conditions. If the ZBA finds all the

conditions have been met, it must
grant the request; if it finds even one



condition is not met, under the law

it cannot grant it. If a variance is

requested, by State law the ZBA can

grant it ONLY if all five criteria are

met:

• Value of surrounding properties

would not be reduced.

• Granting the appeal would be in

the public interest.

• Denying the appeal would effec-

tively prevent the owner from

making any reasonable use of the

land.

• By granting the appeal substan-

tial justice would be done.

• The use must not be contrary

to the "spirit and intent" of the

zoning ordinance. The courts

have ruled "when an ordinance

contains a restriction against a

particular use of the land, the

ZBA would violate the spirit and

intent by permitting that use."

POWER TO CHANGE THEIR
ZONING ORDINANCE. No ZBA
has this power.

Members continue to attend law lec-

tures for Zoning Boards sponsored by

the New Hampshire Municipal Asso-

ciation.

The Board would like to remind

the public that the Zoning Board of

Adjustment meets as needed and all

meetings are televised on EPTV. The

Board also invites the public to attend

the meetings.

Your Zoning Board ofAdjustment

Officers: Paul Langdon, Jr., Thomas
Dwyer, Jr., Kevin Murphy Steve Ills-

ley, and Paul Brown.

Alternates: Paul Spidle, Dick Fisher.

Zoning Board Assistant Phyllis

McDonough.

The principle underlying these laws

is ONLY THE VOTERS HAVE
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Financiaf Reports

Tax Collector's Report MS-61
(Year Ending 12-31-2002)

DEBITS
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Summary of Valuation MS-1

Value of Land
Current Use

Residential

Commercial/ Industrial

Total Taxable Land

Tax Exempt/Non-Taxable

Acres



Highways & Streets



Capital Outlay

Land & Improvements

Machinery, Vehicles & Equipment

Buildings

Improvements Other than Buildings

$-
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Charges For Services

Income from Departments

Other Charges

$103,845
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Elected Officials

Governor of New Hampshire
The Honorable Craig Benson

208-214 State House
Concord, NH 03301

603-271-2121

US Senators

Senator John Sununu
603-625-5585

Senator Judd Gregg
603-431-2171

US Representatives

Congressman Jeb Bradley

603-641-9536

Executive Councilor

Ruth Griffin

603-271-3632

Epping State Senate Representative

Iris Estabrook

603-271-2675

Epping State Representatives

Robert Dodge
603-642-6515

MaryLou Flayhan

603-679-5977

Daniel Itse

603-642-9403

Matthew Vallone

603-656-6246

Board of Selectmen

(includes elected end-of-term year)

Tom Gauthier, 2004, Chair

Susan McGeough, 2005

Kim Sullivan, 2004

Dianne Gilbert, 2003

Steve Johnson, 2003

Budget Committee

James McGeough, 2005, Chair

Brenda McCartney, 2005

Elizabeth Conrad, 2005

Robert Goodrich, 2004

Terry Sheehan, 2004 (Resigned) -

Todd Trobaugh (Appointed)

R. Dale Smith, 2004 (Resigned) -

Patricia Tierney (Appointed)

John Sigmund, 2003

Michael King, 2003

Glenn Frederick, 2003

Kim Sullivan,

Selectmen's Representative

Jeff Nollet, School Board

Representative

Cemetery Trustees

Daniel Harvey, 2003

Fred Semprini, 2004

Paul Spidle, 2005

Fire Wards

R. Dale Smith, Chair, 2003

(Resigned 10/02)

Charles Goodspeed, Appointed

Richard Cantrall, 2005

Michael King, 2004

Dianne Gilbert,

Selectmen's Representative

Library Trustees

Teresa Kucera, 2005, Chair

(Resigned 9/02)

Deborah McConnell, 2003

Patricia Van Wagoner, 2004

Moderator

Harold LaPierre, 2004

Robert Goodrich,

Appointed Assistant, 2004

Town Clerk

Linda Foley, 2004

Deputy: Joyce Blanchard

Planning Board

Robert Graham, 2003, Chair

Ronald Nowe, 2003

Corey McPhee, 2004

Austin Bishop, 2005

Susan McGeough,
Selectmen's Representative

Kim Sullivan, Selectman's Alternate

Steven Illsley,

Appointed Alternate, 2003

Paul Spidle,

Appointed Alternate, 2005

Supervisors of Checklist

Grace Lavoie, 2004

Pamela Holmes, 2006

Kim Gauthier, 2008

Tax Collector

Linda Foley, 2004

Deputy: Joyce Blanchard

Treasurer

Patricia Tierney, 2005

Deputy: Joseph Foley, 2005

Trustees of Trust Fund

Joe Denoncour, 2004, Chair

Mark Kucera, 2005

Daniel Harvey, 2003

Water and Sewer Commission
Roger Gauthier, 2003, Chair

Michael King, 2004

Henry DeBoer, 2005

Zoning Board of Adjustment

Paul Langdon, Jr., 2003, Chair

Kevin Murphy, 2003

Tom Dwyer, Jr., 2004

Steve Illsley, 2004

Paul Brown, 2005

Dick Fisher,

Appointed Alternate, 2003

Paul Spidle,

Appointed Alternate 2004



Appointed Officials

Ballot Clerks

Doris Charron, 2004

Joan Thompson, 2004

Anne Marie Amaru, 2004

Nancy Fecteau, 2004

Board of Selectmen

Town Administrator, Craig Kleman
(no term)

Assessing Clerk, Administrative

Assistant: Jeri Ann Smith (moved

10/02)

Bookkeeper: Gladys Clark (no term)

Planning Board Secretary:

Phyllis McDonough (no term)

Code Enforcement Officer:

Kevin Kelley (no term)

Civil Defense: Michael Jean

Conservation Commission
Scott Pirn, Chair, 2003

Neal Folsom, 2003

Scott Kenneson, 2004

James Malcuit, 2005

Carolyn Muise, 2005

Nancy Chase, Alternate, 2005

Jeff Conrad, Alternate, 2005

Gerald Langdon, Forestry Committee
Robert Kimball, Forestry Committee
Kevin Martin, Forestry Committee
Steve Johnson,

Selectmen's Representative

Isobel Parke, Honorable Member

Crossing Guard
Beverly Laurent

Fire Department
Chief of Department:

Christopher P. Murphy (resigned)

Henry Letourneau, Jr.

(appointed 7-30-02) (no term)

Historic District Commission
Madelyn Williamson, Chair

Rob Graham
Deborah McConnell

Devon Rains

Susan McGeough,
Selectman's Representative

Lamprey River Advisory Committee
Steve Johnson, 2003

Sonja Gonzalez, 2003

Kevin Martin, 2003

Library Director

Duane Shaffer (no term)

Police Department

Chief of Department:

Gregory C. Dodge (no term)

Secretary: Julie Sullivan (no term)

Sergeant: Michael Wallace (no term)

Sergeant: Jason Newman (no term)

Detective: Marc Turner (no term)

School Resource Officer:

Richard McFadden
Patrol Officers: Sean Gallagher, John

Walsh, Richard Cote, Ray Fluet, Brad-

ley

Jardis, Gregory Nye (no term)

Part-Time Officers: Sgt. Richard

Newman, Sr., Paul Hanley, Jeffrey

Leduc, Kevin Kelley, Shannon
Lussier,

Michael Tully (no term)

Animal Control Officer: Robin Gilbert

Recreation Advisory Commission
Mary Ellen Colford, 2003

Patti Kappotis, 2003

Gary MacLeay, 2004

Carol Bonenfant, 2005

Steve Johnson,

Selectmen's Representative

Recreation Director

Sean Kotkowski (no term)

Welfare Administrator

Phyllis McDonough (no term)

School District Officers

School Board

Marci Morris, Chair, 2005

Tom Carleton, 2003

Scott Booth, 2004

Susan Kimball, 2004

Jeffrey Nollett, 2005

Superintendent of Schools

Robert F. Bell

Business Administrator

Barbara Munsey

Special Education Director

Cathryn Zylinski

Director of Curriculum & Instruc-

tion

Gary Tyrone

Administrators

Grades 1-5

Mark Vallone, Principal

Christopher Andriski, Assistant Prin-

cipal

Grades 6-12

Michael Sanz, Principal

Dagmar Franke, Assistant Principal

Treasurer

Rene Pettis, 2005

Clerk

Robin O'Day, 2005
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Area Statistical Information

CID Number:
County:

Labor Market Area:

810

Rockingham
Portsmouth-Rochester

Distance to:



Transportation/Access
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Town Owned Properties

(LAST UPDATED 06/11/2001)

MAP



29 133 604 MAIN STREET 1.77 ACRES. TOWN HALL AND PARKING LOT 584,900

29 134 595 MAIN STREET 9,000 S.F. HARVEY MITCHELL MEMORIAL LIBRARY143,400

29 135 592 MAIN STREET 7,200 S.F. - MAIN ST. FIRE STATION 111,200

29 161 2331 MILL STREET 30,000 S.F. -

WASTE WATER TREATMENT FACILITY LIFT STATION 1 8,000

29 162 2133 WATER STREET 8,778 S.F. - MIRIAM JACKSON MEMORIAL PARK
UNDER CUSTODY OF CONSERVATION COMM. 25,000

29 167 599 WATER STREET 5,226 S.F. DAR MEMORIAL LOT 27,800

29 177 608 BUNKER AVE. 900 S.F. -PARKING LOT 17,200

29 283-E 2909 CALEF HWY WHELABRATOR EASEMENT TO TOWN
FOR SEWER LIFT STATION 2,600

29 285 2130 MAIN STREET 12,740 S.F. TRIANGLE ABOVE
CUMBERLAND FARMS MAINTAINED BY EPPING GARDEN CLUB114,200

29 312 1915 BUNKER AVE. 1,465 S.F. -THREE LOT PARKING LOT 15,100

30 31 2135 LAGOON ROAD 58 ACRES MUNICIPAL
SEWAGE TREATMENT FACILITY 1,509,900

31 8 2741 OFF MAST ROAD 11.2 ACRES 1,434

Marriages
Date of

Marriage

10/13/2001

10/14/2001

10/20/2001

11/03/2001

11/10/2001

12/07/2001

12/15/2001

12/21/2001

12/22/2001

12/31/2001

1/5/2002

1/15/2002

3/30/2002

(October, 2001 - December, 2002)

Name of Residence of

Groom & Bride Groom & Bride

David P. Britton Epping
Sherry L. Fisher Epping

Archie R. Cox Epping
Elizabeth R. Damon Epping

William E. Bousley Epping
Jennifer L. Reed Epping

Craig S. Hill Epping
Chastity A. Lattime Epping

Michael T, Motuzas Epping
Tammie M. Goudreault Epping

Christopher R. Horton Epping
Erna Ratnasari Epping

John S. Beville Epping
Marjorie Stevens Epping

Duncan R. MacLoed Kingston
Meredith A. Packard Epping

Robert E. Latour Epping
Laurel C. MacConaill Epping

Donald Van Amburgh Epping
Robin J. Roberts Epping

Simoneau, Robert Epping
Eger, Jasmine Epping

House, Jeffrey P. Epping
McCance, Michelle Epping

Paterson, Richard J. Epping
Volante, Susan M. Epping

Date of



6/26/2002
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11/19/2001

12/10/2001

01/07/2002

01/29/2002

02/06/2002

02/07/2002

02/08/2002

02/09/2002

02/15/2002

03/06/2002

03/08/2002

03/11/2002

03/14/2002

03/15/2002

03/17/2002

03/18/2002

03/26/2002

4/3/2002

4/7/2002

4/11/2002

4/19/2002

4/23/2002

5/5/2002

5/10/2002

Baby Boy Foy

Ryan Patrick Glass

Ryan Alexander Moulton

David William Misztal

Trey Michael Loving

Nathan Ronald Webber

Laura Grace Duguie

Emma Rose Geisser

Davin John Bain

Matthew Joseph Motuzas

Kyle Vincent Boccelli

Nicholas Ryan Salamone

Hayden Jarret Miller

Hannah Lee Armstrong

Jeffrey Perm Remillard

Dale Michael Lavoie

Andrew John Kozler

Samantha Madison Silva

Tre Angelo Bourdon

Rebekah Katherine Johnson

Isabella Magnolia Baird

Calle Marion Bisaillon

Cole Manning Bishop

Oakley Ariana Lustenberger

Jean-Maxime Foy
Ruth Foy
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'

... -

5/21/2002

5/21/2002

5/24/2002

5/27/2002

6/1/2002

6/10/2002

6/11/2002

6/22/2002

6/27/2002

7/11/2002

7/23/2002

7/28/2002

8/1/2002

8/2/2002

8/6/2002

8/7/2002

8/17/2002

8/17/2002

8/28/2002

8/29/2002

9/8/2002

9/10/2002

9/12/2002

10/11/2002

Hope Elizabeth Leavis

Mikaylar June Berger

Nicolas Donato Spinelli

Kaitlyn Theresa Douillard

Cody Mitchell Cox

Jiya Ahmed

Charlotte Bevan Mosedale

Nicholas Robert Paterson

Joshua Trenton Simoneau

Colby Bradley Makos

Hayley Grace Pelletier

Nathan Doyle Delmonte

Anna Dunn Principato

Riley Gail Marshall

Tyler Hamilton Witmer

Hannah Irene Racle

Luciano Bruno Costantini

William Robert Morasco

Molly Elizabeth Gallagher

Brandon Lee Glidden

Evan Michael Altbergs

Karalyn Patricia Luby

Audrey Ann Byrne

Dominic Benedict LaFave

Jeremy Leavis

Molly Leavis
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10/15/2002

11/1/2002

11/5/2002

11/12/2002

11/15/2002

11/20/2002

11/22/2002

11/24/2002

11/24/2002

12/13/2002

12/23/2002

Jacob Wesley Martel
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04/04/2002






