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To: Directors Only <directors@list.railslibraries.info>
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Hello Directors,

 

As you may have already seen, this morning the REALM project released the Round 1 Test Results
(https://www.webjunction.org/content/dam/WebJunction/Documents/webJunction/realm/test1-report.pdf)
which note the following:

 

“Results show that the SARS-CoV-2 virus was not detectable on the materials a�er three days of quaran�ne. The
evalua�on demonstrates that standard office temperature and rela�ve humidity condi�ons typically achievable by
any air-condi�oned office space provide an environment that allows for the natural a�enua�on of SARS-CoV-2 present
on these common materials a�er three days of quaran�ne.”

 

Given this round of results, RAILS is upda�ng its materials quaran�ne recommenda�on and delivery guidelines to
three days in accordance with the REALM study. Changes to a recommended three-day quaran�ne are reflected on
documents posted on the RAILS PULSE page on COVID-19.

 

Thanks to you all for your a�en�on to these changes and your pa�ence as we awaited the results of this study. If you
are interested in further updates to the REALM project and future rounds of this project, you can also sign up to
receive email updates here: https://www.oclc.org/content/oclc-forms/en_us/realm-updates.html

 

Monica Harris 
Associate Execu�ve Director 
Reaching Across Illinois Library System 
Burr Ridge Office 
Phone: 630.734.5129 
Fax: 630.734.5050 
monica.harris@railslibraries.info 
https://www.railslibraries.info 
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Browse or search the message archives for all lists at https://www.railslibraries.info/discussions . 
This email list is an online platform for subscribers to communicate about work-related areas of interest. Messages
posted to this list do not represent the views of RAILS. 
Reaching Across Illinois Library System 
125 Tower Drive - Burr Ridge, IL 60527

Julie Milavec <jmilavec@dglibrary.org> Mon, Jun 22, 2020 at 11:51 AM
To: All Staff <staff@dglibrary.org>
Bcc: "libraryboard@downersgrovelibrary.org" <board-of-trustees@dglibrary.org>

REALM project first round of test results are out and RAILS is reducing the required quarantine from 7 days to 3 days!

FTR - we just found this out, so give us a few minutes to figure out what this means to us. 

Bcc: Board of Library Trustees 

Julie M. Milavec | Library Director
Pronouns: she, her, hers 
Downers Grove Public Library
1050 Curtiss Street
Downers Grove, IL 60515
(630) 960-1200 ext. 4300
www.dglibrary.org
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Emily Faulkner via Directors <directors@list.railslibraries.info> Tue, Jun 23, 2020 at 4:25 PM
Reply-To: Directors Only <directors@list.railslibraries.info>
To: Directors Only <directors@list.railslibraries.info>
Cc: Emily Faulkner <emilyf@dkpl.org>

Hi Monica,  

Could you help me interpret the results of Round 1 a li�le?  I get the 3 days for books and dvds, and we're
planning to reduce our quaran�ne on those.  

Am I correct in seeing that paper is clear a�er 1 day?  We have a number of regular newspaper users, and it
will help me know whether I can give them day-old papers, or if we need to just check out each day's paper
to whoever manages to grab it first and let them have several weeks to really enjoy it...

Thanks! 

Emily 

From: Directors <directors-bounces@list.railslibraries.info> on behalf of Monica Harris via Directors
<directors@list.railslibraries.info> 
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2020 11:21 AM 
To: Directors Only <directors@list.railslibraries.info> 
Cc: Monica Harris <monica.harris@railslibraries.info> 
Subject: [Directors Only] REALM Study and RAILS Quaran�ne Recommenda�ons
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Monica Harris via Directors <directors@list.railslibraries.info> Wed, Jun 24, 2020 at 9:13 AM
Reply-To: Directors Only <directors@list.railslibraries.info>
To: Directors Only <directors@list.railslibraries.info>
Cc: Monica Harris <monica.harris@railslibraries.info>

Hello Emily,

 

REALM will con�nue to test a variety of materials and item types, and issue guidance. At RAILS, we’re not able to
interpret results but we do know individual libraries may be comfortable reducing quaran�ne on certain item types
(like newspaper) based on these results.

 

I’d definitely encourage you to con�nue to monitor REALM for addi�onal material types in subsequent rounds and
make the best decisions for your community. RAILS will con�nue to require the three day quaran�ne on items
heading in to delivery.

 

Happy to chat more about this one on one as well if that’s easier!

 

Monica Harris 
Associate Execu�ve Director 
Reaching Across Illinois Library System 
Burr Ridge Office 
Phone: 630.734.5129 
Fax: 630.734.5050 
monica.harris@railslibraries.info 
h�ps://www.railslibraries.info 
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