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Study	Goals	

• Examine	the	prevalence	of	reentry	into	out-of-home	
placement	among	children	and	youth	involved	with	child	
welfare	in	Colorado	

• Examine	factors	affecting	reentry	into	out-of-home	
placement	for	children	and	youth	involved	with	child	
welfare	in	Colorado	



• Case	characteristics	better	explain	reentry	into	
out-of-home	placement	over	and	above	
demographic	characteristics		

Primary	Finding	
#1	

• Greater	number	of	placement	settings	and	prior	
referrals	increase	risk	of	reentry	and	longer	
duration	of	prior	out-of-home	placement	
decreases	risk	of	reentry	among	both	PA4	and	
PA5	children	and	youth	

Primary	Finding	
#2	



Children	and	youth	who	
reunified	with	family	and	
could	have	reentered	into	
out-of-home	placement	

Years	2010-2015	

2,353	PA4	youth	 14,461	PA5	children	

Who	is	in	
this	study?	



Federal	Removal	Definitions	Impact	the	Prevalence	of	
Reentry	into	Out-of-Home	Placement	

•  Initial	removal	span	is	not	specified	Old	Federal	
Definition	

•  Initial	removal	span	is	≤	365	days		

New	Federal	
Definition	



Example	of	PA4	&	PA5	Reentry	into	Out-Of-Home	
Placement	by	Old	and	New	Removal	Definitions	

(Years	2014-2015)		
Old	Definition:	Initial	removal	span	is	not	specified	(Federal	goal:	below	9.9%,	blue	line)	
	New	Definition:	Initial	removal	span	is	≤	365	days	(Federal	goal:	below	8.3%,	green	line)	
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Example	of	PA4	&	PA5	Reentry	into	Out-Of-Home	
Placement	by	Old	and	New	Removal	Definitions	

(Years	2014-2015)		
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For	most	counties,	percent	reentry	
increases	under	new	definition	



Prevalence	of	Reentry	into	Out-
of-Home	Placement	in	Colorado	

(Using	Old	Federal	Removal	Definition)	



Percent	Reentry	into	Out-of-Home	Placement	by	
Program	Area		

(Combined	Years	2010-2015)	

Program	Area	 n	(%)	

PA4	 826	(35.1)	

PA5	 2119	(14.7)	



Reentry	by	Year	Exited	Care:	All	Colorado	Counties	
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Factors	Associated	with	Reentry	
into	Out-of-Home	Placement	by	

Program	Area	

Note. Duplicate cases deleted for analyses 



•  Demographic	characteristics	
–  Age		
–  African	American	race	

•  Case	characteristics	
–  Number	of	placement	settings	
–  Number	of	prior	referrals	
–  Duration	of	prior	out-of-home	placement	
–  PA4	youth	corrections	presenting	issues	and	department	of	youth	

corrections	(DYC)	involvement	

Factors	Predicting	Reentry	into	Out-of-Home	
Placement	for	PA4	



Demographics	and	Case	Characteristics	Associated	
with	Reentry	into	Out-of-Home	Placement	for	PA4	



Reentry	Compared	to	No	Reentry	for	PA4	Youth	

2%	higher	
odds	

for	each	
additional	prior	

referral	

11%	higher	
odds	

	for	each	
additional	DYC	
presenting	issue	

42%	higher	
odds	

for	each	
additional	
placement	
setting	

104%	higher	
odds	

African	American	
race	



Reentry	Compared	to	No	Reentry	for	PA4	Youth	

83%	lower	
odds	

18+	months	of	
prior	out-of-

home	
placement	

48%	lower	odds	

	12-18	months	of	
prior	out-of-home	

placement	

43%	lower	
odds	

child	age	0-11	

28%	lower	odds	
6-12	months	of	
prior	out-of-

home	placement	



•  Demographic	characteristics	
–  Age		
–  Bi-	or	multi-race	
–  IV-E	eligible	

•  Case	characteristics	
–  Number	of	placement	settings	
–  Number	of	prior	referrals	
–  Last	placement	type	of	foster	care,	residential,	or	other	(e.g.,	emergency	

removal,	runaway,	hospital	care)	
–  Duration	of	prior	out-of-home	placement	
–  Removal	due	to	child	problems,	physical	abuse,	or	parental	incarceration	
–  Abuse	and	neglect	risk	levels	
–  Caregiver	risk	characteristics	

Factors	Predicting	Reentry	into	Out-of-Home	
Placement	for	PA5	



Demographics	and	Case	Characteristics	Associated	
with	Reentry	into	Out-of-Home	Placement	for	PA5	



Reentry	Compared	to	No	Reentry	for	PA5	Children	

3-20%	
higher	odds	

	
	
	

21-40%	
higher	
odds	

		

48%	higher	
odds	
	
	
	

80-100%	
higher	
odds	

143%	higher	
odds	
	
	
	

for	each	additional	prior	
referral,	caregiver	risk	
characteristics,	abuse	risk	
level,	and	IV-E	eligible	

removal	due	to	child	
problems	

other	placement		

neglect	risk	level,	
child	age	0-4,	foster	care	
placement,	and	bi-	or	multi-
race	

residential	placement	and	
for	each	additional	placement	
setting	



Reentry	Compared	to	No	Reentry	for	PA5	Children	

86%	lower	
odds	

18+	months	of	
prior	out-of-

home	
placement	

68%	lower	
odds	

	12-18	months	
of	prior	out-of-

home	
placement	

49%	lower	
odds	

6-12	months	of	
prior	out-of-

home	placement	

15-30%	lower	odds	
removal	due	to	

physical	abuse	and	
parent	incarceration	

and	caregiver	
perception	of	risk	to	

child	



•  Improve	age-appropriate	and	culturally-sensitive	services	for	
children	and	youth	

	

•  Reduce	the	number	of	placement	settings	children	and	youth	
experience	and	place	children	and	youth	with	relatives	when	
possible	

	

•  Given	that	duration	of	child	welfare	involvement	may	be	
protective,	continue	efforts	to	improve	family-based	services	
and	ensure	family	needs	are	met	prior	to	reunification	

	

•  Consider	abuse	and	neglect	risk	levels	in	decision-making	
processes	

Study	Implications	



•  Applied	Research	in	Child	Welfare	(ARCH)	
–  Adams,	Arapahoe,	Boulder,	Broomfield,	Denver,	Douglas,	El	Paso,	

Jefferson,	Larimer,	Mesa,	and	Pueblo	counties	
–  Colorado	Department	of	Human	Services		
	

•  Data	experts:	Bobby	Chen	and	Graig	Crawford		
	
•  ARCH	Workgroup	Members	
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