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IN AND FOR THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

SAN FRANCISCO POLICE DEPARTMENT 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS DIVISION 

 

 

 

INTERVIEW OF  

April 4, 2006 

CASE NO: 68-06 
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Q: INVESTIGATOR ERIC BALTHAZAR 

A: CELISTINO ELLINGTON 

 

Q: This is Sr. Investigator Eric Balthazar with the Office of Citizen’s Complaints. Today is 

April 4th, 2006. It’s about 3 o’clock pm. This interview is regarding OCC case number 68-06, 

conducting a telephone interview with the witness by the name of, state your name for the 

record, sir. 

A: . 

Q: And Mr. , you understand this is being recorded? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And you’re giving me permission to record this conversation? 

A: Yes. 

Q: First of all, who, who do you work for, sir? 

A: I work with the , the afterschool program. 

Q: , afterschool program. Okay. And tell me what happened, where were you on 

January 18th, 2006 and this is about 5 o’clock PM? Where were you at? 

A: Well, during our last session I was teaching a basketball class.  

Q: Uh-huh. 

A: And we were in our class. And we’re usually, we’re either inside the gym, but when the, 

when we can’t use the gym we’re usually outside in the lower yard. And we were in the lower 

yard that day. 

Q: Okay. Teaching basketball? 

A: Yeah. 

Q: Okay. And you said you were in the lower yard? 

A: Yes. 
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Q: Of what? 

A: The school, which is in the back of the school. . 

Q: Okay. Okay. And how many kids were there at the time? 

A: Oh. I usually have an average of 15 to 20 kids. So, there was probably about between 15 

and 20 maybe 15, 17. Between those numbers. I have it written down, actually on another piece 

of paper, I don’t have it on hand, but- 

Q: Okay. But probably you have about 15 or 20 kids? 

A: Yeah. Between 15 and 20 every day. 

Q: And you were coaching them? 

A: Yeah. 

Q: Okay.  

A: We’re actually doing, actually in drills, so we were all spread across the, the courtyard. 

Cuz there’s like six different basketball courts down there. 

Q: Okay- 

A: So, we were all doing drills on, on different baskets. 

Q: Okay. Other than the kids, were there any adults there? 

A: Nah. It was just me. 

Q: Okay. All right. So, you’re coaching. You’re doing drills and so what happened? 

A: And then, you know, I heard, I heard a pop. You know and I stopped. And you know, I 

didn’t hear it for a while. I was like well maybe somebody, you know lighting firecrackers. So, 

we continued to play again. 

Q: Uh-huh. 

A: And then a couple minutes later there was another one. And then, I you know- 

Q: Another what? 

A: Another pop. 
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Q: Okay.  

A: Another noise. And then, you know I was telling one of the kids like we might as well 

start getting ready to go. 

Q: Uh-huh. 

A: And they’re like no, it’s fireworks. And we didn’t hear for a while, so we continued to 

keep playing. 

Q: Uh-huh. 

A: And then I heard like two or three in a row and then I was like, okay let’s go downstairs. 

And then as soon as we started getting ready to go downstairs and walk back down to the 

building, that’s when about four or five Asian kids were running down from the top of the upper 

yard, down the stairs into where we were at.  

Q: I’m sorry, so you, you heard one pop, you thought it was a firecracker. 

A: Right. And we heard it again later. 

Q: Heard it again. And then the third time. 

A: It was consecutive like pop, pop, pop. Like three. 

Q: Three shots okay.  

A: Right. And then that’s when I started getting the kids together to leave. And as we were 

picking up the equipment getting ready to leave, that’s when they started running down the stairs 

trying to leave out the same door we were leaving. Cuz there’s only one way into the lower yard. 

And some of our kids got crossed up with them at the exit door.  

Q: Okay. And when you, when you heard the shots, how far away were the shots, in terms of 

time frame? Did you have to wait a couple minutes later, or? 

A: Like in between? 

Q: In between, between shots. The first shot to the second shot, what was the time frame in 

terms of? 
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A: A couple minutes. There was one, after the first one a couple minutes. Then second one. 

But between the second one and then the last ones they were, they were pretty close. 

Q: All right. Okay. So, a couple minutes and then, the, the second and third one well you 

said they were pretty close, were they less than a minute? Less than a couple seconds, or? 

A: Yeah. Those were less than a minute, definitely. 

Q: Less than a minute. Okay. 

A: Definitely. 

Q: All right. And then you said you saw about kids coming- 

A: They started running, I guess there were some officers in the park saw them, so they 

started running. And they, you know, we’re leaving to come to the building. And they were 

running in the, down the stairs and tried to leave out the same exit we were leaving. So, some of 

our kids got mixed in with them.  

Q: Okay. So, you saw, how many kids were running from the hill? 

A: Between four and five. 

Q: Four and five.  

A: Yeah. I mean I was- 

Q: But you mentioned, I don’t know if you mentioned, Asian kids you said? 

A: Yeah. They were Asian. 

Q: Okay. Four or five Asian kids? 

A: Yeah. 

Q: Okay.  

A: And then you know the other guy, the other half the class ran inside when they saw the 

guys coming down the stairs. And then I got the other half of the class as I could and put them on 

the other side of the, of the courtyard.  

Q: Okay. So, half of the class went inside? 
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A: Half of the class ran through the same door as the guys were trying to run through. 

Q: Okay. And you said there’s only one exit, exit towards- 

A: Where we, yeah, towards the building. That’s where we were heading and they were, 

that’s where they were trying to run from.  

Q: Okay. And this exit, does this go to the back of the school, does it go outside in front of 

the school? 

A: It’s in the back of the school as well, but, it, it leads you, you know- 

Q: Where there’s a lead, this actually leads to what street or what area? 

A: Persia. Persia Street is right there. I mean, it’s pretty close to the street right there.  

Q: Okay. 

A: And Le Grande. 

Q: Okay.  

A: Uh-huh. 

Q: Okay. All right. So, half the kids got mixed up to- 

A: Yeah- 

Q: Where the four or give kids ran trying to exit the- 

A: Right. They got scared and tried, you know, they got scared and tried, and started 

running. And then- 

Q: And then the other half, where did the other half of the kids? 

A: Stayed with me. I got, I got them away. As soon as I saw the kids running, and then I saw 

some of the kids running into the, towards the door, I got as many kids as I could, and I told them 

to run the opposite way.  

Q: Would the opposite, meaning what, which opposite? 
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A: The opposite way from the, like from the farthest end of where we were at. So, clear 

across the courtyard’s pretty big, so I just took them all the way to the other side of the, the 

courtyard. 

Q: To the other side, away from the exit? 

A: Away from everybody, yeah.  

Q: And is it safe for me to say that you took them towards the, the hill, the Brazil Street 

area? 

A: No. I took them towards like Persia Street area. 

Q: Okay. And I’m sorry, cuz I’m not familiar, but if you’re facing the hill where the kids 

came from, would you say that you took the, the other half of the kids to your right or to your 

left? 

A: To my right. 

Q: To your right. 

A: Far right. Yeah. 

Q: Far right. 

A: Uh-huh. 

Q: All right. And the hill where the, the kids came from. The four or five Asian kids, what 

street is that? 

A: It’s -- I don’t know exactly where they came from, but like the, the, the schoolyard is on 

levels. So, there’s a lower level then there’s another level on top of where we’re at and then 

there’s the hill. 

Q: Uh-huh. 

A: Way in the back. So, I mean, it’s probably a good block. 

Q: Okay.  

A: Block away from where we we’re at.  
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Q: Okay. And, and, and the hill area, is that Brazil, do you know? 

A: It’s probably, it’s like more upper -- there’s no real street over that way, it’s just the hill. 

Like it’s, the Persia Street side, but they were further up. Like we couldn’t even really see where, 

where it was really coming from. 

Q: Okay. And if you’re facing the hill, where did the kids come from? Was it directly in the 

middle, to your right, to your left? Where was it? 

A: Well, they came, well, we were at the one basketball court which was directly to the 

stairs, that leads from the lower yard to the upper yard. 

Q: Uh-huh. 

A: So, they came down those stairs where we, exactly were at.  

Q: Okay. All right. So, there’s stairs heading up to the hill? 

A: There’s stairs heading up to the upper part of the school. 

Q: Upper part of the school? 

A: Yeah. And to the upper yard. So, I don’t know if they hopped the fence, or there’s a hole 

in the fence that can get us, could get them into the school. I don’t know how they actually got in 

there, but there is the stairs, lead up to those, those yards.  

Q: Okay. And when you saw the kids running down the hill, did you, did you see any 

officers running after them? 

A: Yeah. 

Q: How many officers? 

A: There was one, there was one officer chasing them. Chasing them. 

Q: Well, was this guy a uniformed officer? 

A: Yeah. Yeah.  

Q: Okay. And did you hear this officer saying anything? 
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A: Well, when I, when I saw the guys running down the stairs and I saw our kids running 

through the gate. 

Q: Uh-huh- 

A: And I started getting the other half of the class away, the officers told us to get down, but 

by that time we were already you know, we were already far away from where everybody was. 

And actually, one of the kids that, one of the Asian kids that were running away, he tried to blend 

in with our kids. You know he had some gloves on, he took his gloves off and he tried to blend 

in with your kids up against the wall. So, I got our kids away from him. 

Q: Uh-huh.  

A: And that’s how that one guy got caught in the courtyard where we were at. Cuz he tried 

to blend in with us and then I just got them away from him. 

Q: Okay. Okay. So, you said one of the, one uniformed officer was chasing. 

A: Uh-huh. 

Q: The four or five Asian kids. And then you said as the officer was chasing them, they told, 

they officer told you guys to get down? 

A: Stay down, yeah. 

Q: Stay down. Stay down or get down? 

A: Well, get down, stay down, get away, you know he was trying to get us all out the way.  

Q: And then you said at one point, one of the Asian kids tried to blend in with your group? 

A: Yeah. He tried to stay in the yard. He, like there’s a gym and the levels pretty high. He 

jumped off the level, I don’t know if he hurt himself that he couldn’t run no more- 

Q: Uh-huh. 

A: But he tried to blend in with our kids like he was part of the class and got- 

Q: And is this the kids that was taken into custody? 
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A: Prob, one of them. I don’t know how many were actually taken into custody, but that 

was- 

Q: Do you know if, do you know if this guy was arrested? 

A: I don’t know. 

Q: Oh, you- 

A: If he was arrested. 

Q: Okay.  

A: I know the officer grabbed him, you know and put him in cuffs and walked him 

somewhere.  

Q: Okay. Okay. But you actually saw him get grabbed? 

A: Yeah. 

Q: Okay. Where was he when he was grabbed? 

A: He was right by the exit, right underneath the gym, cuz the, the gym has like a, like a, 

kind of like a boardwalk, like a platform. 

Q: Uh-huh. 

A: And he was right underneath the platform from when he jumped off the platform onto the 

flat ground, it was pretty high. So I don’t know if he hurt himself and he couldn’t run anymore. 

Q: This is the gym area? 

A: This is outside. 

Q: Outside. 

A: This is still on the lower yard. The gym is back that way too, but the outside part of the 

gym is there. There’s some outside back stairs that go to the gym. 

Q: And there was a platform there? 
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A: Yeah. And he jumped off. And he must’ve hurt himself cuz it’s pretty far. And he 

stopped running and he just took his gloves off and put his hands in his pocket and got up against 

the wall like he wasn’t doing anything.  

Q: Okay. You said, he, he took his gloves off. 

A: Yeah. He had gloves- 

Q: And put his hands in the, in his pockets? 

A: Yeah. He had gloves. A couple of the kids had gloves when they were running down the 

stairs, I saw a few of them taking gloves off and you know there, while they were running. 

Q: When you were, when you were watching this, this particular Asian kid taking his gloves 

off and putting his hands in his pockets, what was your distance from where he was at? 

A: Probably like maybe 25, 30 feet at the most. We’re pretty close, cuz we were leaving. 

You know, we were leaving the, the courtyard and then that’s when they- 

Q: Okay. But initially you, you, you gathered half of, half of the kids away from- 

A: Right. That’s all going on all at the same time. Half ran this way. I’m trying to get the 

other guys this way and this guy’s taking gloves off and trying to blend in with the class. 

Q: And at the time, how many kids you said you have about half of the kids, so you would 

say- 

A: Yeah. Probably about seven or eight left and then the other half were with me. 

Q: Okay. Oh, how many kids were with you, do you think? Approximately? 

A: Probably about, about nine kids were up there at the yard with me. And then like seven 

kids ran when they saw them.  

Q: Okay. And where was the police when you, when you said that, that you saw this guy 

taking off his gloves? You know, he put his hands in his pockets. Where was the officer at that 

time? 

A: Almost to the stairs. 
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Q: Okay.  

A: Like he was, you know he was a little ways behind and then he came down the stairs and 

that was the first guy he saw. Cuz we were running this way, you know, we were running away. 

And then this guy was, and, you know he ended up by himself and that’s when the officer 

grabbed him. 

Q: And can you describe how the officer grabbed him? 

A: He told him to put his hands behind his head and searched him and he had his gun out.  

Q: Uh-huh. 

A: You know- 

Q: Was there any struggle between the two? 

A: No. No. No. It wasn’t, uh-uh.  

Q: But the officer still had his gun in his hand? 

A: Yeah. 

Q: Do you know if he had it in his left hand or right hand, can you tell? 

A: Had them in two hands. You know, he had it, two hands on it.  

Q: Okay. All right. And you said, let’s see here. Describe, you said he was grabbed, where 

was he grabbed, the Asian kid? Can you take me step by step how he was taken into custody? 

A: I’m not too sure cuz I was more concerned about you know getting the kids out the way.  

Q: Okay.  

A: But I know he told him to turn around. He turned him around and searched him, that’s all 

I know. I mean, I didn’t really see, I mean I’m sure, I mean I’m sure it was routine. You know, 

for, for a, a gun call, you know what I mean? 

Q: Right. Right. But did actually see how this guy was, you mentioned earlier that, you 

know the officer grabbed him. Did, did you actually see him? 
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A: I actually seen, no not like grab like that, but I mean when I said he grabbed him, I was 

meaning that’s when he apprehended him. 

Q: Okay. Okay. What exactly did you see, I know you said you saw him, you saw the Asian 

kid taking off his gloves- 

A: Yes. 

Q: Putting his hands in the pockets and then shortly there after the officer came, right? 

A: Uh-huh 

Q: And then what did you actually see the contact between the officer and the kid? 

A: He just had his gun out and told him to freeze and searched him and cuffed him and 

walked him, you know out the gate to I guess where there was other officers.  

Q: Did you hear him issuing any orders or anything like that 

A: No. No. Cuz we’re, I mean like I said, the, the schoolyard is pretty big. 

Q: Uh-huh. 

A: So, while that, all that was going on, you know, I mean I have nine kids out there. I’m 

just getting them as far away as possible, so I didn’t really hear anything that was said.  

Q: Okay. So, you couldn’t hear. 

A: No. 

Q: You said you were 25, 30 feet, were still 25, 30 feet- 

A: No. We were walking back, so we’re farther than that.  

Q: How far were you, were you when you saw the officer initiating contact with this Asian 

kid? 

A: At least a good hundred feet, 150 feet. 

Q: Cuz you guys were moving back- 

A: We were moving back, yeah. 

Q: You said, you were 100 feet? 
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A: Yeah. At- 

Q: Okay. So, you were moving back, and you see the officer and you said it was pretty 

routine? 

A: Uh-huh. 

Q: You couldn’t hear anything? 

A: No. 

Q: But, did you see the officer actually physically searching this Asian kid? 

A: I mean, no, not, I mean, just when, what you know, put his hands behind his back and 

you know patted him down, make sure he didn’t have any weapons.  

Q: Did you actually see the officer placing him in handcuffs? 

A: By the time he walked off, he had handcuffs on. I didn’t see the actual, you know, when 

he connected them on him, but he had handcuffs by the time he, he left the school, the courtyard.  

Q: Okay. Is it safe for me to say that you didn’t really see how he was taken into custody? 

A: No. Yeah. It’s very safe to say. I didn’t really see that. Uh-uh. 

Q: Okay. But you saw him being escorted out. 

A: Yeah. He was getting escorted out. 

Q: And he, he was already in handcuffs? 

A: Yeah. 

Q: Okay. Did you see them on the ground at any point, you know whether, at any point 

when you were witnessing this incident? 

A: The, the one guy, did I ever see him on the ground? 

Q: Yeah. Yeah. The two, one of the officers or the Asian kid, did you ever see him on the 

ground? 

A: No. 

Q: Struggling or anything like that? 
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A: No. Uh-uh. 

Q: Did you see any struggle between the two? 

A: No. No. 

Q: Okay. And so, what happened after that? So, you saw this guy. You don’t know how he 

was taken into custody, but you saw him being escorted out? 

A: He escorted out. We stayed up, in the upper yard and so, you know I have a walkie talkie, 

until I got the okay that it was safe to come down. 

Q: Uh-huh. 

A: Cuz I guess apparently the other half of our class they were laid on the ground because 

there was officers coming from the other side of the building.  

Q: Uh-huh. Uh-huh. 

A: And you know some of our kids were, you know laid on the ground. You know as 

potential suspects.  

Q: Okay. Okay. 

A: So. 

Q: So, so, when you and just again, I’m, I’m sorry if I keep repeating myself- 

A: It’s okay. 

Q: But this is a very important, but initially when you saw, when you saw the Asian kid, you 

said he was trying to blend in with your guys? 

A: Yeah. 

Q: And so you started walking away from him? 

A: No. I mean, like all our, like the, the doorway is, is so, it’s pretty small. 

Q: Uh-huh. 

A: And for you know, for 12 people to try to squeeze through a, a gate, you know- 

Q: Uh-huh. 
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A: It got pretty crowded, so once he saw he couldn’t get through the gate. 

Q: Uh-huh. 

A: You know, he got up against the wall, took off his, took off his gloves and you know he 

like -- I, I think he was hurt. And he couldn’t run anymore so he just stopped and tried to blend 

in. And then once everybody left and we ran the other way, he was by himself.  

Q: Okay. And, okay. And then, okay. All right. But when you saw him taking his gloves off, 

you said you were about 25 feet away? 25, 30 feet away? 

A: Yeah. 

Q: And then, and, and at that point you guys were still backing- 

A: Yeah. 

Q: Backing up towards the upper yard? Is that correct? 

A: Excuse me? 

Q: At that point, you guys were still continuing to- 

A: Yeah. 

Q: Back up. 

A: Yeah. I was trying to get them as far as possible away from everything, you know. 

Q: And away from the exit, is that correct? 

A: Away from, yeah, towards the other side. 

Q: Towards the upper yard? 

A: To the other side of the school yard, yeah. 

Q: Okay. Okay. Can you describe this kid for me? How tall was he? 

A: Just by looking at him? 

Q: Uh-huh. 

A: He’s probably a good 5’7” maybe. 

Q: 5’7” 
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A: 5’6”, 5’7”. Looked pretty young. It was probably a high school kid. Maybe- 

Q: (inaudible) age, so I could- 

A: 16 at the oldest. 

Q: 16, 17 years old? 

A: Uh-huh. 

Q: Okay. How much does he weigh, you think? 

A: Small guy, he was probably maybe at the most 150. At the most. 

Q: Okay. And hair style? 

A: Didn’t really see that. It was, didn’t see that. 

Q: And what was he wearing, do you remember? 

A: I remember he had a jacket.  

Q: What kind of jacket? 

A: Maybe the jacket was, maybe it was either a, like a charcoal gray or black jacket. I don’t 

know, maybe kind of like, like a wool material. Kind of like a pea coat. Kind of. I think. 

Q: Was it one of those puffy jackets or anything? 

A: It wasn’t puffy, no. It wasn’t puffy at all. 

Q: I mean it’s a, you said it’s a black or charcoal jacket? 

A: Yeah. Yeah.  

Q: And you said it was wool? 

A: Like you know like a pea coat, like those sailor coats. There’s a lot of kids wearing- 

Q: Oh, okay, okay.  

A: I mean it was a, I think it might’ve been one of those. 

Q: Okay. 

A: Maybe. 

Q: And when you said you saw him put his hands in his pockets, was it in his jacket, or- 
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A: In his jacket pockets. He had gloves. Like they, when they were running down the stairs, 

like I saw three, at least three of the kids taking gloves off while they were running.  

Q: Okay. Okay. And describe the officer. Is, is the officer who took him into custody the 

same officer who, who was running down the, after them initially? Do you know? You said there 

was one initially you saw the four or five kids running down the hill, there was an officer behind 

them. 

A: Yeah. 

Q: Was that the same officer who took this guy into custody? 

A: Yeah. I, I believe so. I think his name was Silver, Silva. 

Q: How do you know that? 

A: He introduced himself, you know while we were doing, then you know when the police 

came and we were talking, I, I walked up to him. You know, just trying to figure out what 

happened, and he introduced himself to me. And- 

Q: Okay. And so, what happened after that? You said that you know the other kids were told 

to, you know, the other officers- 

A: Yeah. Yeah. I didn’t actually see that, but by the time we got back, you know, we had 

some of the kids crying and you know asking what happened. They were like, we got laid on the 

ground, couple, couple of the kids got searched. 

Q: Uh-huh. 

A: But I mean, responding to a, to a call like that and those guys getting blended in with our 

kids, I mean, nobody could -- I mean getting a call like that, who can know who was who at that 

point, you know.  

Q: Okay.  

A: So. But I, I didn’t really see anything that happened outside of the courtyard. 
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Q: Okay. But again, just for clarification, you said that, that you couldn’t hear what was 

being said because by that point you were already about 100 feet away from where- 

A: Yeah- 

Q: The kid was at. 

A: And you know, the officer was just yelling at us to stay down, stay down, stay down, you 

know. 

Q: Okay. Okay. And do you have the, well maybe I’ll go off record to get the names of the 

kids. Anything else you want to add to this interview? Did I miss anything that you want to tell 

me? 

A: Well, actually yeah. Now that we’re on the subject of that. There was supposed to be an 

officer- 

Q: Uh-huh. 

A: I guess the, the principal is calling, you know, just you know get an apology or explain to 

the kids what was happening- 

Q: Uh-huh. 

A: And they, you know, we set a date to meet and they said that they were coming, and 

nobody ever showed up.  

Q: Okay. Well, that’s a little bit different in terms of our investigation. So, let me conclude 

this interview, it’s 3:19 pm.  

END OF INTERVIEW 
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