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Findings and information related to a child fatality or near fatality

Minn. Stat. 626.556, subd. 11d requires that, upon request, findings and information regarding a child fatality or near fatality due to maltreatment be disclosed to the public. “Findings and information” means a written summary of actions taken or services rendered by a local social service agency following receipt of a report. The information below is intended to comply with the obligations outlined in M.S. 626.556, subd. 11d.  

Please note: the law does not allow the disclosure of information related to records or content of any psychiatric, psychological, or therapeutic evaluations, or information that would reveal the identities of persons who provided information related to abuse or neglect of a child. 

Data to be disclosed pursuant to Minn. Stat. 626.556, subd. 11d (c) (1) – (7)

(1) Cause and circumstances regarding the child fatality or near fatality 
☒ Fatality

☐ Near-fatality

Cause and circumstances: 

On 10/15/2016 Parents K.P. and P.O. left the victim, J.S., sleeping on a bed with a pillow, in the supervision of paternal grandmother.  When they returned home, P.O. found the baby in bed, unresponsive.  He called 911 and efforts were made to revive J.S.  J.S. was placed on life support at the hospital.  On 10/17/16, the life support was removed and she was pronounced dead.  

The final diagnosis by the medical examiner was “complications of probable asphyxia.”  The report also noted there was “no evidence of significant injury or trauma.”
(2) Age and gender of the child (J.S)

Age: 3 months


Gender: ☒ Female
☐ Male        ☐ Other

(3) Information on any previous reports of child abuse or neglect that are pertinent to the abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality
No priors.

(4) Information on any previous investigations that are pertinent to the abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

N/A

(5) Results of any investigations described in (4)

N/A

(6) Actions of and services provided by the agency on behalf of a child that are pertinent to the child abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

The CP worker met with the surviving children to assess for safety.  The worker deemed both children to be safe in the home with their biological parents.

A maltreatment determination of neglect was found on both parents as they were aware of safe sleep, but they chose to place J.S. in a bed with a pillow to sleep.

(7) Results of any review of the state child mortality review panel, a local child mortality review panel, a local community child protection team or any public agency. 

Ramsey County Social Services completed a local review.  The team found that the investigation was complete.  There were no other findings as there was no history with the family prior to this event.
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