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Findings and information related to a child fatality or near fatality

Minn. Stat. 626.556, subd. 11d requires that, upon request, findings and information regarding a child fatality or near fatality due to maltreatment be disclosed to the public. “Findings and information” means a written summary of actions taken or services rendered by a local social service agency following receipt of a report. The information below is intended to comply with the obligations outlined in M.S. 626.556, subd. 11d.  

Please note: the law does not allow the disclosure of information related to records or content of any psychiatric, psychological, or therapeutic evaluations, or information that would reveal the identities of persons who provided information related to abuse or neglect of a child. 

Data to be disclosed pursuant to Minn. Stat. 626.556, subd. 11d (c) (1) – (7)

(1) Cause and circumstances regarding the child fatality or near fatality 

 X Fatality

 Near-fatality

Cause and circumstances: 
Received as a report of neglect resulting in death of 21 month old J.D. on 12/17/2016, by his parents C.L. and J.D. Per report, Child and twin share crib in parent’s room, J.D. was very restless and waking up twin so mom brought him to sleep with two older siblings in their room, placing him on his back in between the two who share twin beds pushed together. Later sibling, T.D. woke mother C.L. up saying there was blood coming from J.D.’s nose. Parents went to check and found him unresponsive, laying face up in the space between the beds.
The child protection investigation regarding J.D.’s death was completed on 5/24/2017 with no maltreatment finding.
(2) Age and gender of the child 

Age: 21 months

Gender:  Female
X Male        ☐ Other

(3) Information on any previous reports of child abuse or neglect that are pertinent to the abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

There was a prior child protection investigation opened on 7/9/2015 with this family.  C.L. was taken to Regions ED 7/7/2015 by her ex's mother, K.D.  C.L. reports she was using a knife to strip speaker wires and accidently cut herself with a knife.  C.L. stated that she tried to wake up her eldest child to get help but couldn't , so dad, J.D., called his mom telling her to come over as they needed help.  C.L. reports that she is sole care giver to her 7 young children due to recent breakup with the father of youngest 6, J.D. Carissa reported to hospital staff that she found J.D. using methamphetamine in the basement of their home and kicked him out. K.D. reported to hospital SW that while driving C.L. to the hospital, C.L. reported that about 5a.m. 7/7, she found J.D. hiding in the basement, he pulled a knife on her, they fought over it and she isn't sure if she stabbed herself or he stabbed her.

(4) Information on any previous investigations that are pertinent to the abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

C.L. denied to hospital SW that the injury was self-inflicted or the result of an assault. Police report was made but C.L. continues to deny domestic violence. K.D. also reported to the hospital SW that she and her other children have a restraining order against J.D. due to a history of violence against them. All 7 children were in the home at the time of this incident.

The Dr. reports that C.L.'s injury was "not the result of intentional self-inflicted wound and that her mechanism & the severity of the injury is not consistent with stripping wires.”

During the investigation C.L. reported she cut herself while stripping speaker wires.  K.D. denied that C.L. told her that J.D. had a knife and cut her with it.  She reported she just thought that could have happened, but C.L.did not tell her that.  J.D. reported C.L. called him over after she cut herself, so he could watch the children.  The children denied seeing violence between their parents.
(5) Results of any investigations described in (4)

No maltreatment finding was made, and no case management services were provided.
(6) Actions of and services provided by the agency on behalf of a child that are pertinent to the child abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

No services were provided to this family.
(7) Results of any review of the state child mortality review panel, a local child mortality review panel, a local community child protection team or any public agency. 
No recommendations came from this child mortality review.  The CP and criminal investigations were complete and there was not evidence to make a maltreatment finding and there were not criminal charges related to this death.
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