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Findings and information related to a child fatality or near fatality

Minn. Stat. 626.556, subd. 11d requires that, upon request, findings and information regarding a child fatality or near fatality due to maltreatment be disclosed to the public. “Findings and information” means a written summary of actions taken or services rendered by a local social service agency following receipt of a report. The information below is intended to comply with the obligations outlined in M.S. 626.556, subd. 11d.  

Please note: the law does not allow the disclosure of information related to records or content of any psychiatric, psychological, or therapeutic evaluations, or information that would reveal the identities of persons who provided information related to abuse or neglect of a child. 

Data to be disclosed pursuant to Minn. Stat. 626.556, subd. 11d (c) (1) – (7)

(1) Cause and circumstances regarding the child fatality or near fatality 
☒ Fatality

☐ Near-fatality

Cause and circumstances: 

On 5/26/18 E.T.’s mother, P.L., and father, C.T., were sleeping with E.T. and another child in between them.  P.L. reported when she woke up she noticed E.T. pressed against her and not breathing.  E.T. was brought to St. Paul Children’s Hospital where she passed away 11 hours later.
The final diagnosis by the medical examiner was “lower respiratory tract infection.”  The report also noted “although pneumonia/pneumonitis is present, overlay cannot be ruled out.”
(2) Age and gender of the child (E.T.)

Age: 3 months


Gender:  X Female
 Male        ☐ Other

(3) Information on any previous reports of child abuse or neglect that are pertinent to the abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality
On 3/8/2018 Ramsey County received a report of concerns that E.T. was born at 31 weeks and had pacing issues which means she can stop breathing when she feeds as she gets tired; but continues to eat so needs to be watched closely to ensure she swallows and continues to breathe. The hospital had concerns as they noted that mother, P.L. does not get up to feed the babies (E.T. has a twin sister) and she is exhausted to the point of nodding off when she feeds E.T., who had the pacing issues.
(4) Information on any previous investigations that are pertinent to the abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

Ramsey County conducted a family assessment with this family from 3/8/18 to 3/16/18 after receiving the above report.
(5) Results of any investigations described in (4)

The Ramsey County Child Protection worker determined that ongoing child protection case management was needed for the family to provide parenting education and to monitor P.L.’s ability to parent her children.
(6) Actions of and services provided by the agency on behalf of a child that are pertinent to the child abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

Parenting education services were provided by an agency contracted with Ramsey County Social Services and child protection case management was provided by Ramsey County Social Services.  E.T. passed away while case management was open.  In response to E.T.’s death and concerns about the parents’ parenting skills, E.T.’s sibling was placed out of the home with a relative on 5/26/18.  The child was returned home on 8/8/18 after the CHIPS case was dismissed by the assigned Judge.  The child protection case management case was closed on 10/8/18.
(7) Results of any review of the state child mortality review panel, a local child mortality review panel, a local community child protection team or any public agency. 

Ramsey County Social Services completed a local review.  The team found that the investigation was complete.  There were no other findings 
The review team recommended a state-wide social media campaign regarding safe sleep as these deaths have been the most common type reviewed by the team.
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