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Findings and information related to a child fatality or near fatality

Minn. Stat. 626.556, subd. 11d requires that, upon request, findings and information regarding a child fatality or near fatality due to maltreatment be disclosed to the public. “Findings and information” means a written summary of actions taken or services rendered by a local social service agency following receipt of a report. The information below is intended to comply with the obligations outlined in M.S. 626.556, subd. 11d.  

Please note: the law does not allow the disclosure of information related to records or content of any psychiatric, psychological, or therapeutic evaluations, or information that would reveal the identities of persons who provided information related to abuse or neglect of a child. 

Data to be disclosed pursuant to Minn. Stat. 626.556, subd. 11d (c) (1) – (7)

(1) Cause and circumstances regarding the child fatality or near fatality 

 X Fatality

 Near-fatality

Cause and circumstances: 
On 2/28/2017 at 0506pm, SPPD were called to 1043 Earl Street on report of a seven-month-old not breathing.  Upon arrival officers were directed to the southeast bedroom and noted another SPPD officer performing CPR on a male child identified as D.W.C-E.  Medics arrived on scene and the child was transported to Children's.  The child was pronounced dead at 0601 pm.

Officer's on scene met with D.M., the baby's father.  D.M. stated that the baby went to sleep shortly after the mother, J.E. went to work, approximately 0140 pm.  D.M. stated that he went to sleep next to the crib on a mattress.  At 4 pm, D.M. attempted to wake D.W.C-E. up by touching his shoulder.  Child was laying on his back in the crib.  He stated that the baby was unresponsive and looked pale.  He took D.W.C-E. out of the crib and placed him on the mattress next to the crib.  Then stated he gave him CPR for approximately 15 minutes.  He then contacted J.E., who informed him to call  911.  The family was asked if the child had any medical issues and D.M. stated that the baby was recently hospitalized because he was involuntarily shaking and could no longer support himself.  D.M. stated that he was discharged after two days and sent home with no meds.

While inside the house, officers looked around for anything out of the ordinary or anything that appeared to be suspicious.  There were several blankets and a large pillow laying in the crib where baby was sleeping. There was also a bumper that was lining the edges of the crib.

Prior to this death the child was seen at St. Paul Children’s hospital on 2/15/2017 with a complaint of weakness and first-time seizure activity.  Medical records are included with this report.

The medical examiner determined the child died from natural causes.
(2) Age and gender of the child 

Age: 7 months

Gender:  Female
X Male        ☐ Other

(3) Information on any previous reports of child abuse or neglect that are pertinent to the abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

There were no prior maltreatment reports for this family.
(4) Information on any previous investigations that are pertinent to the abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

N/A
(5) Results of any investigations described in (4)

N/A
(6) Actions of and services provided by the agency on behalf of a child that are pertinent to the child abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

N/A
Results of any review of the state child mortality review panel, a local child mortality review panel, a local community child protection team or any public agency. 
There were no recommendations from the child mortality review.  There was no child protection maltreatment finding and no criminal charges.
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