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Findings and information related to a child fatality or near fatality

Minn. Stat. 626.556, subd. 11d requires that, upon request, findings and information regarding a child fatality or near fatality due to maltreatment be disclosed to the public. “Findings and information” means a written summary of actions taken or services rendered by a local social service agency following receipt of a report. The information below is intended to comply with the obligations outlined in M.S. 626.556, subd. 11d.  

Please note: the law does not allow the disclosure of information related to records or content of any psychiatric, psychological, or therapeutic evaluations, or information that would reveal the identities of persons who provided information related to abuse or neglect of a child. 

Data to be disclosed pursuant to Minn. Stat. 626.556, subd. 11d (c) (1) – (7)

(1) Cause and circumstances regarding the child fatality or near fatality 
☒ Fatality

☐ Near-fatality

Cause and circumstances: 

On 07/11/18 St. Paul Police responded to the family home on call that there was a child not breathing.  C.K. Jr. was brought to St. Paul Children’s Hospital via ambulance.  The father, C.K. Sr., reported to law enforcement that he fell asleep with his arm over the child for possible an hour, but he wasn’t sure.  The mother, S.D., reported to law enforcement that she woke up and saw C.K. Sr. lying in bed with his arm over the baby.  She reported she woke C.K. Sr. up and could see blood coming from the baby’s nose.  At the hospital, C.K. Jr. regained a heartbeat and started breathing on his own.  He was transferred from the ED to an intensive care unit. C.K. Jr. was on life support until 8/7/18 when he was taken off life support as family was informed about his poor progress and lack of possibility of meaningful neurologic recovery. The final diagnosis by the medical examiner was “mechanical asphyxia.”  
(2) Age and gender of the child (C.K.)

Age: 1 month


Gender:   Female
X  Male        ☐ Other

(3) Information on any previous reports of child abuse or neglect that are pertinent to the abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality
9/18/17 – Report of child L.D.K. born positive for THC

2/23/18 – Report of parental drug abuse.

6/29/18 – Report of child C.K. Jr. born positive for THC

(4) Information on any previous investigations that are pertinent to the abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

On September 18, 2017 Ramsey County Social Services opened a Family Assessment after receiving a report that S.D. and her child L.D.K. tested positive for THC at the time of delivery.  S.D. was referred to the Ramsey County Mothers First program to complete a chemical dependency assessment and the family assessment was closed on 11/29/2017 without ongoing child protection case management.                                                                                                                                                                  On February 23, 2018 Ramsey County Social Services opened a Family Investigation after receiving a report that both C.K. Sr. and S.D. had relapsed and were using methamphetamine.  During the assessment both parents admitted to methamphetamine use and L.T.D. and L.D.K. were placed in relative foster care.  Maltreatment was determined, and child protection case management services were opened to address the parents’ substance abuse and work toward reunification.                   

On 6/29/2018 Ramsey County Social Services opened a family assessment after receiving a report that C.K. Jr. was born on 6/24/18 and his meconium tested positive for THC.  S.D. admitted to the CP worker that she used marijuana during her pregnancy, but reported she is no longer smoking.  The case management case with the family was still open at this time and C.K. Jr.’s siblings were nearing reunification with their parents, so the decision was made not to place C.K. Jr. outside of the home.  The assessment closed on 7/9/18.
(5) Results of any investigations described in (4)

The Ramsey County Child Protection worker determined that ongoing child protection case management was needed for the family to address parental substance abuse.
(6) Actions of and services provided by the agency on behalf of a child that are pertinent to the child abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

Child protection case management was provided to the family and L.T.D. and L.D.K. were placed in relative foster care.  Services were provided to parents to address their substance abuse. 
(7) Results of any review of the state child mortality review panel, a local child mortality review panel, a local community child protection team or any public agency. 

Ramsey County Social Services completed a local review.  The team found that the investigation was complete.  There were no other findings 
The review team recommended a state-wide social media campaign regarding safe sleep as these deaths have been the most common type reviewed by the team.
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