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Findings and information related to a child fatality or near fatality

Minn. Stat. 626.556, subd. 11d requires that, upon request, findings and information regarding a child fatality or near fatality due to maltreatment be disclosed to the public. “Findings and information” means a written summary of actions taken or services rendered by a local social service agency following receipt of a report. The information below is intended to comply with the obligations outlined in M.S. 626.556, subd. 11d.  

Please note: the law does not allow the disclosure of information related to records or content of any psychiatric, psychological, or therapeutic evaluations, or information that would reveal the identities of persons who provided information related to abuse or neglect of a child. 

Data to be disclosed pursuant to Minn. Stat. 626.556, subd. 11d (c) (1) – (7)

(1) Cause and circumstances regarding the child fatality or near fatality 

☒ Fatality

☐ Near-fatality

Cause and circumstances: 

Death occurred 12/3/17.  Initial Report: Case #: 17279304 at 0905 hours Sgts Shawn Shanley and Todd Feroni are investigating the death of B. B. Inital report is the B.B was sleeping with her 11 yr old sister T. H. As screener writes this investigators are at the house with Ramsey County Medical Examiner doing a re-enactment. At initial report is appears as a death from un-safe sleep.                                                           
CP assessment summary: V.D. and B.B are the biological parents of 5 month old B.B. They were both expressed grief over the loss of the baby and admitted they did not have a crib for her. The baby was in one of the children's room and they did not know how she got from the car seat to the bed. The older children often help care for the younger children.                                                                                     
Determination: Ramsey County Social Services has determined there was a preponderance of evidence that maltreatment defined as neglect of B.B. (child) by V.D. and B. B. occurred pursuant to MN Statute 626.556 Subd. 2(g). Both V.D. and B.B. admitted they did not have a crib for B.B. (child) and she would sleep with them or with her siblings. The medical examiner informed Law Enforcement that preliminary results suggest B.B. died due to unsafe sleep. Ongoing child protection services are needed to address parenting issues, housing concerns and to ensure child safety and well being. 
Mortality Review:  Ramsey County Social Services received the Medical Examiner’s report prior to the review.  The reported found that the child died from bilateral bronchopneumonia.
(2) Age and gender of the child 

Age: 4 months

Gender: ☒ Female
☐ Male        ☐ Other

(3) Information on any previous reports of child abuse or neglect that are pertinent to the abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

The family had no prior social service involvement in Minnesota.
(4) Information on any previous investigations that are pertinent to the abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

The family had no prior social service involvement in Minnesota.
(5) Results of any investigations described in (4)

N/A
(6) Actions of and services provided by the agency on behalf of a child that are pertinent to the child abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

N/A
(7) Results of any review of the state child mortality review panel, a local child mortality review panel, a local community child protection team or any public agency. 
The local mortality review was conducted on 2/27/2018.  Examiner’s statement suggests child died from bilateral bronchopneumonia.  The team felt the investigation was complete.  Death could have been prevented if parents brought child to see physician for her illness.  There were no recommendations for DHS.
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