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Findings and information related to a child fatality or near fatality

Minn. Stat. 626.556, subd. 11d requires that, upon request, findings and information regarding a child fatality or near fatality due to maltreatment be disclosed to the public. “Findings and information” means a written summary of actions taken or services rendered by a local social service agency following receipt of a report. The information below is intended to comply with the obligations outlined in M.S. 626.556, subd. 11d.  

Please note: the law does not allow the disclosure of information related to records or content of any psychiatric, psychological, or therapeutic evaluations, or information that would reveal the identities of persons who provided information related to abuse or neglect of a child. 

Data to be disclosed pursuant to Minn. Stat. 626.556, subd. 11d (c) (1) – (7)

(1) Cause and circumstances regarding the child fatality or near fatality 

Fatality

X Near-fatality

Cause and circumstances: 

On 2/27/2018 A.S. (age 2) was transferred to Mpls. Children's from Woodwinds emergency department on suspicion of child abuse.  Reporter spoke with the doctor, Dr. Robbins, who treated A.S.  She reports Pt has had 4 fractures in the last year.  Dr. Robbins reports, and Libby Gleason observed bruises on arms, legs, face, and neck of the child and torn frenulum-upper and lower, in her mouth.  Child was observed to be in a great amount of pain. Dr. Robbins reported that during the exam, mom and dad were both present.  Dr. Robbins reports mom was teary the entire visit, and dad did not make eye contact or speak at all to her.  While at Woodwinds, a CT was performed, and child was found to have multiple skull fractures and an acute subdural hematoma. Medical records further indicate that in 2017 child was treated for a buckle fracture of the radius, a spiral tibial fracture and 3 weeks ago, bi-lateral wrist fractures. Dr. Robbins reports they did not call St Paul police until after A.S. was transferred to Children's Minneapolis.  Once at Children's, a St Paul officer, officer Daniel Wallace, came and placed on a hold on the child.  The case number is 18-041994.  Child is being further evaluated and admitted to the hospital. Kim Berg examined A.S. @ Mpls. Children's and found old fractures and many new fresh injuries all over her body. CP worker completed interviews with mother C.H., her ex boyfriend O.A., his children Lilly and Joey.  Chelsea has cooperated with child protection, obtained an order for protection on behalf of herself and A.S. She admitted to writer and Sergeant Gayle Porter she witnessed O.A. bite A.S. on the mouth. Children L. and J. told writer their dad would whisper mean things to A.S., squeeze her ribs, flick her in the head and make her cry when C.H. was not in the room. O.A. was nervous during the interview and when informed of his children's responses, he changed his answers.  A report was forwarded to Scott County child protection due to concerns L. and J. reported about their father O.A.  MDT staffing was completed at MCRC. Dr Swenson reviewed medical information, advised that the broken wrist could be the result of falling, also the previous leg fracture. She further stated that broken ribs, skull fractures, and torn frenulum could not have been accidental and was indicative of child abuse. The child abuse occurred during the time O.A. was involved with C.H. and A.S. 
St. Paul Police investigated, and O.A. was charged with 1st degree assault, 3rd degree assault, and 3 counts of Malicious Punishment of a child.  The case was dismissed on 4/1/19.

(2) Age and gender of the child 

Age: 2

Gender: ☒ Female
☐ Male        ☐ Other

(3) Information on any previous reports of child abuse or neglect that are pertinent to the abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

This family had no prior reports.
(4) Information on any previous investigations that are pertinent to the abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

This family had no prior investigations.
(5) Results of any investigations described in (4)

N/A
(6) Actions of and services provided by the agency on behalf of a child that are pertinent to the child abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

N/A
(7) Results of any review of the state child mortality review panel, a local child mortality review panel, a local community child protection team or any public agency. 
The local mortality review was held on 9/24/19.  The panel believed both the criminal and child protection investigations were thorough and complete, but were disappointed that charges were eventually dismissed. Panel was concerned about consistency between counties. A referral was made to Scott County regarding O.A.’s children as Ramsey County determined egregious harm occurred in this case.  Scott county did not TPR on O.A.’s children.  Review panel recommended more guidance from DHS on those types of cases to create more consistency between counties.
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