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Findings and information related to a child fatality or near fatality

Minn. Stat. 626.556, subd. 11d requires that, upon request, findings and information regarding a child fatality or near fatality due to maltreatment be disclosed to the public. “Findings and information” means a written summary of actions taken or services rendered by a local social service agency following receipt of a report. The information below is intended to comply with the obligations outlined in M.S. 626.556, subd. 11d.  

Please note: the law does not allow the disclosure of information related to records or content of any psychiatric, psychological, or therapeutic evaluations, or information that would reveal the identities of persons who provided information related to abuse or neglect of a child. 

Data to be disclosed pursuant to Minn. Stat. 626.556, subd. 11d (c) (1) – (7)

(1) Cause and circumstances regarding the child fatality or near fatality 

Fatality

X Near-fatality

Cause and circumstances: 

Report states that on August 2, 2017, police were called to the home of mother N.B. and "boyfriend" N.T. and found A.E. (victim) on her back on the living room floor with N.T. next to her "giving air breathes (sic) into the mouth of" A.E., and N.B. kneeling next to A.E.  Report indicates police observed "very slow chest rise" in A.E. and that she "had trouble taking breaths.  I heard what appeared to be gurgling noises or some sort of mucus coming from A.E.'s airway every time she took a breath.  I saw that A.E.’s face was blue in color."  Report indicates medics arrived and transported A.E to Children's Hospital for emergency care.  Report indicates medics informed police "they could see some bruising on A.E.'s chin which seemed suspicious" after A.E. was in the ambulance.  Report indicates police asked N.T. if A.E. injured herself while in the bathtub and he stated he did not know.  

Report indicates N.B. told police that during that day, she was at work and then went to her mother's home to pick up laundry before returning home, and as she returned home, she received a call from N.T. telling her A.E. "was having a hard time breathing."  Report states N.B. told police when she arrived home, she saw A.E. "laying on the ottoman with her eyes shut" and she "began to turn blue so N.T. gave her breaths."  Report indicates N.B. felt A.E.’s stomach and "it was hard so she and N.T. applied pressure onto it" and she and N.T. tried hitting A.E. on her back "along with patting her on the butt for a response with no results."  Report indicates N.B. reported A.E. vomited "bubble fluid" during this incident.  Report states N.B. told police N.T. told her "he had a hard time with A.E. while she was taking a bath" and that when he attempted to wash A.E.’s hair, she "'flailed' inside the tub because she did not like water on her head."  Report states N.B. told police N.T. told her A.E. "appeared fine when he took her out of the bath tub" and she "walked into the living room" and when she got into the living room, A.E. was "shaking or something."

Report states N.T. told police he ran approximately 8 inches of water for A.E.’s bath, then put her into the tub with her toys and left her alone in the tub twice "for approximately 5 minutes each time he went to wash the dishes."  Report states N.T. told police that when he checked on A.E., "she was playing with her toys."  Report states N.T. told police he "eventually washed A.E.'s body and advised her he was going to wash her hair" and she "became upset because she did not like water on her face so she began to hyperventilate" and "vomited some 'mucus' or 'yellow fluids,' but not food."  Report indicates N.T. told police he "attempted to remove A.E. from the bath tub" and A.E. "was kicking and screaming when he removed her from the tub so he and A.E. worked on her breathing so she can calm down."  Report indicates N.T. told police A.E. told him she needed to "poop" and she went to the bathroom, then "he cleaned her up and told her to go into the living room while he picked up the towels in the bathroom."  Report indicates N.T. told police that approximately 20 seconds later, he saw A.E. in the living room "leaning on the ottoman" and her face was "turning blue with poop running down her butt," so he picked her up and placed her on the ottoman "and gave her a breath."  Report states N.T. told police A.E. then "took breaths and then vomits up water."  Report indicates N.T. told police N.B. arrived home at that time and he placed A.E. on the floor and "continued to give her breaths until Police arrived."  Report indicates N.T. denied being upset "at any time during the incident" with A.E. when asked by police.  Report states that when asked a second time by police if he knew what might have caused the bruising on A.E.’s chin, and he responded that A.E. "flails all over the place when she's upset.

Report indicates police later spoke with Dr. Hudson at Children's Hospital, who reported that A.E.'s body "appeared to be in a state of shock."  Report states Dr. Hudson told police that CT scans of A.E.'s head and abdomen "showed no signs of blood."  Report states Dr. Hudson stated it appeared that A.E. "may have been unresponsive for a long period of time prior to emergency services being contacted."  Report indicates Dr. Hudson stated "he did not believe A.E. took a bath as her body appeared to be 'dirty.'"  Report indicates Dr. Hudson stated that in addition to the "large bruise" on A.E.'s chin, A.E.'s "face had broken blood vessels."

Screener spoke by phone with Dr. Mark Hudson August 4, 2017.  Dr. Hudson reported A.E. remains in the hospital in the ICU, however is recovering well and is no longer on "ICU status."  He stated he anticipated she would be discharged "in a couple days," depending on the results of endocrinology testing.  Dr. Hudson indicated that when A.E. arrived at the hospital, she "looked bad" and she was intubated.  He stated CT scans indicated there was no blood in A.E.'s head or belly, however she did have "signs of shock."  Dr. Hudson reported that A.E.'s sodium level in her blood "is really low," which "does not seem to make sense to anyone for any reason" and maybe indicative of an underlying endocrinology issue, "or way, way, way too much water."  He stated A.E. also has some peticchia on her face and the noted bruise on her chin, which her mother stated she did not notice that morning when she left for work.  Dr. Hudson reported that N.B and N.T. stated that N.B. left for work about 7:30 a.m. and A.E. slept until 11:00 a.m., then ate Cheerios at some point.  He indicated they reported N.T. then "decided to give A.E. a bath," although both N.B. and N.T. stated A.E. does not like it when N.T. gives her a bath, and while she was in the tub she was "vomiting" and N.T. then "tried to clean her" but she was "flailing in the tub" and subsequently had a "loose stool" and he then observed her to be "shaky" when she was in the living room and her lips turned blue.  Dr. Hudson stated N.T. stated he then called N.B., who was "pulling into the parking lot" and A.E. then became unresponsive and they called 9-1-1.

Dr. Hudson stated that there are remaining questions about what happened.  He questioned whether A.E. could have experienced "suffocation or smothering or choking," although there are no marks on her neck.

Dr. Hudson indicated Det. Tami Larson of North Saint Paul Police Department is assigned to this matter and will be interviewing the parents sometime Friday or Saturday.

Dr. Hudson reported that A.E.'s father, M.E., has been present at the hospital and has been "very reasonable" at the hospital and "appropriately says this doesn't seem right."  Dr. Hudson stated M.E. shared with him that he and N.B. separated "a year ago February" when N.B. "was smoking a lot of weed" and "hanging around with" N.T., and that he was the full time parent for A.E. for several months.

(2) Age and gender of the child 

Age: 2

Gender: ☒ Female
☐ Male        ☐ Other

(3) Information on any previous reports of child abuse or neglect that are pertinent to the abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

This family had no prior reports.
(4) Information on any previous investigations that are pertinent to the abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

This family had no prior investigations.
(5) Results of any investigations described in (4)

N/A
(6) Actions of and services provided by the agency on behalf of a child that are pertinent to the child abuse or neglect that led to the child fatality or near fatality

N/A
(7) Results of any review of the state child mortality review panel, a local child mortality review panel, a local community child protection team or any public agency. 
The local mortality review was held on 2/27/18.  No recommendations on this case as there was no prior social services involvement prior to the near fatality.  Team felt investigation was complete.
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