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MEMORANDUM

L
i “lo do Justice, as no one is above the Law, nor beneath its protection”






 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	To:
	Butte County Law Enforcement Agencies
       Attn: Investigation/Evidence/Records Divisions

	From:
	Michael L. Ramsey, District Attorney

	Subject:
	Massive Data File (MDF) Procedure and Phone Dump Files

	Date:
	April 30, 2020

	


For that last five years, the Butte County District Attorney’s Office has had a Massive Data File (MDF) procedure for the transfer of extra-large electronic media files into our case management system. The definition of a MDF is any single electronic media file over 4 GB in size. The attempted transfer of such massive files chokes our system and we therefore require that such massive files be physically sent/brought to the DA’s Office on a media device (thumb or hard drive). 
With more modern processes, the transfer of large data files either through our eProsecutor portal or FTP server has not generally been a problem (the eProsecutor portal can take files up to 4 GB in size).  BUT with more modern phones, any “phone dump” or downloading of cell phones (or other electronic devices) will always be over 4 GB. So please note that if any of your investigations involves a phone download, DO NOT attempt to send it electronically to the DA’s office. Note in the investigative reports that such a download has been accomplished and then transfer it onto a media device and get it physically to the DA’s Office. Please attach the case number, description of the downloaded item, and a contact person to the device so that we can return it to your agency for reuse.

Thank you.  
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