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June 12, 2019 
Arrest Warrant v. Notice to Appear Policy

Effective immediately, when a case is authorized, the filing DDA will decide if the People should request a Notice to Appear or an Arrest Warrant.  This will be communicated with the court via the two boxes at the bottom of the attached form.  A box will be checked in all out of custody cases - felony or misdemeanor.  
The preference for misdemeanor offenses will be to seek a NTA.  Factors to consider when choosing NTA v. AW…. 

1. Public safety.  What information is available indicating public safety concerns?  Please pay special attention to the attached domestic violence lethality red flag list for DV cases. 
2. The nature of the crime – violent v. non-violent.  
3. Current or prior charges or convictions for violations of court orders.  

4. Prior FTA convictions or open cases with FTA charges.
5. Number and nature of current open cases.    

6. Statute of limitations.  
7. Prior convictions.

8. How current/valid is the address listed on the agency face sheet for the suspect.  Does it conflict with other recent sources?
When a Declaration for Probable Cause for an arrest warrant is available, the declaration will be filed with the court even if the DDA is requesting an NTA.  This will help expedite issuing a warrant if a defendant ignores a NTA.  

The court will be using the addresses automatically generated on the complaint so please pay attention to the addresses and provide the court with the best information available when requesting an NTA. 

If a judge has concerns about using an arrest warrant instead of a notice to appear, the court will contact the People.   

If the filing DDA forgets to select either NTA or AW, the support staff will route the file back to the filing DDA for a decision.  The support staff will complete the remaining information of the form.  The support staff will also insure a copy of the court face sheet form is present in all PAR files.        
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