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IN TIHE MIDST OF WARS:
An American’s Mission

to Southeast Asia

by Edward Geary Lansdale

Harper & Row, 386 pp., $12.50

Reviewed by Jonathan Mirsky

1 With the exception of the Pentagon
Papers, Edward Geary Lansdale’s
memoir could have been the most valu-
able eyewitness account of the inter-
nationalizing of the Indochinese war.
Lansdale, a “legendary figurc” even in
his own book, furnished the model for
the Ugly American who, from 1950
through 1933, “helped” Magsaysay put
down the Huk revolution in the Philip-
pines. He then procecded to Vietnam

where, between 1954 and 1956, he stuck

close to Ngo Dinh Diem during Diem's
first shaky years when Washinglon
couldn’t make up its mind whom to
tap as the American alternative to Ho
Chi Minh. Lansdale's support insured
Diem as the final choice for Qur Man
in Saigon. While the book’s time span
is, therefore, relatively brief, the period

it covers in the Philippines and Viet-

nam js genuinely important,

There is only one difficulty with In
the Midst of Wars: from the cover to
the final page it is permeated with lies.
That Harper & Row finds it possible
to foisi such a package of untruths on
the public—and for $12.50!—several
nmonths after the emergence of the
Pentagon Papers, and years after the
publication of other authoritative
studies, exhibits contempt for a public
trying to understand the realities of
our engagement in Vietnam.

The lie on the jacket describes Lans-
dale merely as an 0SS veteran who
spent the years after World War II as a
“carecr officer in the U.S. Air Force.”
In the text Lansdale never offers any
explicit evidence to the contrary. In-
decd, on page 378—the last of the text—
he states that at the very time Diem
was being murdered in Saigon, “I had
been retived from the Air Force.”

For all I know Lansdale drew his pay
from the Air Force and, as the photo-
graphs in his book attest, he certainly
wore its uniform. This is irrelevant.
L.ansdale was for years a senior opera-
tive of the Central Intelligence Agency;
on page 244 of the Department of De-
fense edition of the Pentagon Papers,
Lansdale, two other men, and Allen

Dulles are jdentified i
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Special Committee on Indochina held
on January 29, 1954,

Why is this important? Because if
there is one word Lansdale uses re-
peatedly it is “help”—and he uses it
personally, simulating a Lone Ranger-
like urge to offer spontancous assist-
ance. Thus, the first day he ever saw
Diem, “. . . the thought occurred to
me that perhaps he needed help. ... 1
voiced this to Ambassador Heath. ...
Heath told me to go ahcad.” The in-
formal atmospherc continues when
Lansdale, upon actually mceting Diem,
immortalizes him as “the alert and
eldest of the seven dwarfs deciding
what to do about Snow White.”

Further desirves to serve inform Lans-
dale's concern for the “masses of
people living in North Vietnam who
would want to ... move out before the
communists took over.” These unfortu-
nates, too, required “help.” Splitting
his “small team"” of Americans in two,
Lansdale saw to it that “One half,
under Major Conein, engaged \/n
refugee work in the North.”

“Major” Lucien Concin, who was to

play the major role the CIA had in the
murder of Diem in 1963, is identified in
the secret CIA report included by the
Times and Bceacon editions of the

Pentagon Papers (see SR, Jan. 1, 1972)

as an agent “assigned to MAAG [Mili-
tary Assistance Advisory Group] for
cover purposes.” The secret report
refers to Conein's refugee “help” as
onc of his “cover duties.” His real job:
“responsibility for developing a para-
military organization in the North, to
be in position when the Vietminh took
over ... the group was to be trained
and supported by the U.S, as patriotic
Vietnamese.” Conein’s “helpful” teams
also attempted to sabotage Hanoi’s
largest printing establishment and
wreck the local bus company. At the
beginning of 1955, still in Hanoi, the
CIA's Conein infiltrated more agents
into the North. They “became normal
citizens, carrying out ecveryday civil
pursuits, on the surface.” Aggression
from the North, anyone?

Lansdale cxpresses particular pleas-
ure with the refugee movement to
the South. These people “ought to be
provided with a way of making a fresh
start in the free South. ... [Vietnam]

was going to need the vigorous par-

ticipation of cvery citizen to make a
success of the noncommunist part of
the ncw nation before the proposed
plebiscite was held in 1956.”" Lansdale
modestly claims that he “passed along”
ideas on how to wage psychological
warfare to “some nationalists.” The
Pentagon Papers, however, reveal that
the CIA “enginccred a black psywar
strike in Hanoi: leaflets signed by the
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oW t or the Victminh take-

I’ M carly
October [1954] including items about
property, moucy reform, and a three
day holiday of workers upon takcover,
The day following the distribution of
these leaflets, rcfugee registration
tripled.”

he refugees—Catholics, many of
whom had collaborated with the
French—were settled in the South, in
communitics that, according to Lans-
dale, were designed to “sandwich”
Northeriiers and Southerners “in a
cultural melting pot that hopefully
would give each cqual opportunity.”
Robert Scigliano, who at this time
was advising the CIA-infiltrated Michi-
gan State Universitly team on how to
“help” Diem, saw more than a melting
pot:

Northerners, practically all of whom are
refugees, [have] precinpted many of the
choice posts in the Diem government. . . .
{The] Diem regime has assuimed the as-
pecl of a carpet bag government in its
disproportion .of Northerners and Cen-

tralists . .. and in its Catholicism. ... The STATOTF

Southern people do not seem to share the
anticommunist vehemence of their North.
cern and Central compairiots, by whom
they are sometimes referred to ag un-
reliable in the communist struggle, | .
[While] priests in the refugee villages hol(f
no formal government posts they are ren.
erally the real rulers of their villages and
serve as contacts with district and pro.
vincial oflicials.

Graham Greene, a devout Catholijc
observed in 1955 after a visit to Viet.
nam, “It is Catholicism which has
helped to ruin the government of Mr,
Diem, for his genuine piety has been
exploited by his American advisers
until the Church is in danger of sharing
the unpopularity of the United States.”
Wherever one turns in Lansdale the
accounts are likely to be lies. IHe re.
ports how Filipinos, old comrades
from the anti-Huk wars, decided to
“help” the struggling Free South. The
spontancity of this pan-Asian gesture
warms the heart—until one learns from
Lansdale’s own secret report to Presi
dent Kennedy that here, too, the CIA
had stage-managed the whole business.
The Eastern Construction Company
turms out to be a ClA-controlled
“mechanism to permit the deployment
of Filipino personnel in other Asian
countries for unconventional opera-
tions. . ., Philippine Armed Forces and
other governmental personnel were
‘sheep-dipped’ and sent abroad.”
Elsewhere Lansdale makes much of
Diem’s success against thc various
sects, Cao Dai, IHoa Hao, and Binh
Xuyen. (At every step Diem was ad-
vised by Lansdale who, at one pathetic
moment, even holds the weeping Chief
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By WILLIAM 3. POMEROY -

American aggression in Vietnam has been exposed.

One of the main reports in the

Papers is that by Brig. Gen. Kd-~

ward G. Launsdale, in which he
discusses jn detail the actions
taken by the CIA from before the
Geneva Agrecment of 1934 on-
ward to promote suppressive
¢ounter-guerrilla warfare in Vietl-
nam and Laos and to build up
Ngo Dinh Diem as the American
instrument fo frustrate the Agree-
.ment. Lansdale was well-known
before that in the Philippines,
since' he was the CIA agent who
masterminded many aspeetsof the
anti-Huk suppression campaign in
th  country and who groomed
lamon Magsaysay for the presi-
dency and ran his eleciion cam-
paign. ) . P
In a number of the actions de-
lailed by Lansdale in his report
Fillipinos who were part of the
Magsaysay -apparatus and with
whom Lansdale had worked in
the Philippines played a leading
part. Magsaysay himself as honor-
ary president, backed the setting
up of an outfit initially called
the Freedom Company, ‘‘a non-
profit Philippine corporation,”
which had the assigument of re-
cruiting Filipinos who had parti-

cipated in the anti-Huk suppres-’

sion for similar service in Viet:
pam and Lzos. -
. Alter Freedom Company was or-
ganized in November 1934, it was
apparently felt that its name did
not sufficiently disguise its oper-
“ations, so it was changed to Tast-
ern Construction Company.” (The
CIA has created a maze of such
“corparations’ around the world,
_through which ils espienage and
subversive activities are carried
on.) S

As the Lansdale report states,
“The head of Eastern Coastruc-
tion is Frisco ‘Johmy’ San Juan,

former National Commander, Phi-

zlj});\ilxe.s Veterans Legion, and for-

mer close staff assistant to Presi-
dent Magsaysay (serving as Presi-
dential Complaints and Action
Comrnissioner direcily under the
President)” San Juan wenl on to
a political carcer and is how a
cengressinan{from Rizal province.

Lansdale praised the almost un-
tapped potential of IKastern Con-
struction for unconventional war-
fare “which was its original mis-
sion.” ITe wrote that *'this cadre
can be expanded into a wide

range of counter-Communist acti-

vities, having sufficienf stature
in the Philippines {o be able to
draw on a very large segment of
its trained, expericenced and well-
motivated manpower pool.” After
a few years, “It now furnishes
about S0 “trained, experienced
Filipino techinicians to the Gov-
ernments of Vietnam and Laos,
under the auspices of MAAG
(MAP) and USOM (ICA) activi-
ties.” -

MAAG are the iritials for Mili-
tary Assistance Advisory Group,
and MAP for Military Assistance
Program in Vietnam; USOWM

. stands for Uniled States Opera-

ticn Mission, and ICA for Interna-

tional Cooperation Administration.

The Freedom-1astern Construc-
-tion outfit was also assigned the
“task of running a training camp
for anti-Comrmunist Vielnamese
para-military units in a hidden
valley on the Clark Air Base re-
servation in the Philippines.

In addition the Magsaysay gov-
ernment agreed to operate.a psy-

cholegical wartare counter-guer-

rilla school called the Security
Training Center, located at Fort
vicilinley on the rim of Manila.
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Papers that has blasted a gaping hole in the credibil-
ity of a string of American adiministrations has set off a secondary exzplosicn in thg
of the puppet Magsaysay administration in aiding the

1o advocate the setting up cf Cpe-

LONDON

was the so-called Operation Bro-
thariwed, which came aboul fol-
lowing a visit in 1554 to see Lans-
dale in Saigon by Oscar Arecllano,
a Filipino close to Magsaysay who
vias then vice president for Asia
of the Internalional Junior Cham-
bor of Comnrnerce (Jayeees). Arel-
lapo came away from this visit

raticn Brotherhood, which was
played up in the Philippines at
the time as a semi-religious al-
truistic medical mission.
However, as Lansdale explains
it, it was “capable of consider-
able expansion in socic-eccnomic STATOTHR
medical  operations” to  support
ccunter-guerrilla actions,” and he
cays that ““Washington responded
warmly to the idea.” According
to Lansdale, the Saigon Military
Mission that he then headed
would ‘‘monitor the operation ' !
quictly in the background” and ’
that “it has a measure of CIA ,
control.” . .
Oscar Arellano,. following the /
publication of the Pentagon Papers
issued a defensive stalemoent
claiming that “C3 has always
becn a presicential program since
the administration of President
Magsaysay. O3's mission is the
propagation of the conviction that
all maen are brothers, created by
a Supreme Divinity to whom He
gave His image and likeness and
imbued with His spirit.”’ i
A third Filipino operalion was '
readed by Col. Napoleon Valeria- Y
no, wiic was given the job of
training- a Presidential Guard
Batlalion for> Ngo Dinh Diem, .
after having done the same for
dagsaysay. Valeriano was sclect-

This, as the Pentagon Papers ‘ed, eays Lansdale, for his “fine

mentions, was secretly sponsored
and financed by the ClA. This
trained “anti-subversion’ person-
1 for all of Souiheast Asia. )

“Another Filipino-linked scheme

‘record against the Coramunist

Huks.” In the Philippines, Vale-
riano had commanded the most
brutal aad notorious of all anti-
Huk units, ealled the “Skull Unit.”
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Ym could wear cut your tri-focels
pouring tnlouon the Pentegen docu-
Tnenfs, not Lo mention the 460 page
official summary of Vietnam history
yead aloud ho ‘other night by Sen.
Gravel of Al N

And you ¢ n hmd;y Blame the sei-
ator for waxing (’MOAG‘.“. al, What tho
senator did no* rovesl, thouph he
pro‘>a‘s3 knows, is what the U5 1
up totodey in cland sting: oporalic
and in 1o 111\' debates. )

that' hb .
pm.w Courl c‘cumcn
week. Perhaps the stopjes
today to be fictionat

ear‘x'!.cr lhis

be structured

3 e
leaders

One .novél mig
around the for febinding
felt in the cerly 18305 about a na ation-
al commitment to keep communism
out of South \f‘ietl“m

Maxwell Taylor, © November
1961, informed Prest acnf FKenmneay
that a commitment to prot(act South
Vietnam from cemmunism mizht puil
us nto an “endless morass, bt he rec-
ommended the comyaitinent be made,
anyway. Gen. Taylor's own rt:ug"
to, uomrk the moral and ml.,t'vy i5-.
sues, i we knew the maw’s innei
nmwd would provide a dramatist all
the material he could wish for a play
or a b»()\) :

Our - 1061

concern ov'ﬂ Diem’s
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. counter-

londership, our fma] (luuv,utlon vrith

him and our concluding offm to hieln
p*uerve s personal qafct‘-,', a2t re-

caled in detail by the DCIS, W ould
h'\\'o provided Sh —J\ espeare & olot
equal to that of Rich ward 1L Not
madarn writers,

with thelr contemnpo-

o rary fisation on individua) introspee

wauld tac

'y cenfronis

Orce

tion and revalation,
tory of one. leads
with almost cosmic

3,

And the spy writers have a Lot-
tomicss well of source material in tiie
stranger than - ficion dt:uo:;urca of
the wmost recently published  decu-
ments, A raemo  on nncon\vnt nal
werfare ditected to Gan Taylon, for
examnle, shows intvigue aul duplicity:
enough to ballle James Bond. Indeed,
the 'll(.'[lu':ul spics barely could esin a

the rezl tlm,m

This meomo tells of cla rvl~~*n.
treining bases i-1 O"in'r\ & and Sai-
pan, working und s the cover of rou-
tine N“"v enﬂ mmJ satups, 1

tivities
telis of a
by a Ia(».m‘nr)m ;
American captain and a Thil
_crew ready for “paramilitary.
ties” in the I\

zetivie

ar East eren.
£ I tells of “Frisce” Jo

suthors in this day and a

.1”0\1](L 1\’

e in espionage compared to’

L viouldn't believe sue h far

hany San Tal

ODIAIVIAR

Juen, an old 1ok g;umx,ll f1< ‘.101‘ of
the Philippines, who work ing as head
of d corporelion known as Fastoin
Consty ue tion, directed “unconvention
zl oporations” ia Indeching, help
arite the Constitution of the Terublic
of Vietnam and for a while received
deetine U.S.
tivities.

support foy his ar-

The old pulp magazines, whoge

¢ ObV xcm,‘ly
have turpned to TV script avriting
cauld Timve a time with “CAT)” an ale
line headquartered in Teiwen and re-
ferred to in t e "dociunents as "a ClIA
CI\I }JT\’]\]L a 100 ‘ﬁtl(,x]
support fo ClA- ope tives “u\l u.Ss.
agencies in Asiz, overilew mainla -11

China ireguently and | “damonsiretes
its ',.xc. ty 1o meet all typzs of Coi-

longterm cover aid sup-
enients in support of U.5.

pmt requi
omr-. Gvon” Tlore is & raady made plot

for daring phiots air diepping aupnlics
to the French at Dien Bien Phu, which,
CAT actually did, we lerrs & decads
and a half after the fact.

n deiail. after detail the docvs
ments provide toue slonies of opera-
tions in advising foreion covernmnents,
og"a‘nmr ml‘ucuv wirils in "Thaitand
ind Lzos, supplying them wH ith aims
for hordcr raids and (,u!h‘:t 1) le'mlh
fizhting. but xmynf’ fi

out matcl-
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the Pentegon’s study of ¢ he Vietnan war, decling J with the Ad--
“mindstration of President Johwn I'. Kennedy up to the events that
brought the oveirthrow of President Ngo Dindy Diem 1 1963.
Bwcept where cxcerpting is specified, the documents are printed.
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Of Threats to Saigon Regime

CaLIef'wm f:om lenﬂge Duzbaow, United St ['C'b Ambassador in Suigon,
to SLCI’PL(R" of State Chnsucm A. IIe: ter, Sept. lu, 1960.
I,

.

As wdufed our 495 and 538 D'cm'
_reghne COﬂflO'lt"d by two separate but
-yelaied dangers, Danger from demon-
‘strations -or coup attempt in Saigon
could ‘occur earlier; likely to be pre-
dominantly nen-Communistic in origin
but Communists can be expected “to

normal, Diem "oxczmncnt is in qmtn
serious danger, Ihcufou, in 1y opinion
prompt and even drastic action is called *
for. T am well aware that Diem has in
past demonstrated astute judgment and -
has survived other scrious crises. Pos-
sibly his judgraent will prove superior
to ours this time, but I believe never-
theless we have no alternative but fo :
give him our best judgment of what we
beliave is required to preserve his gov- -

,attempt. Even more s‘.rxous danger is
omdml Vist Cong extension of ronuol
sover counts ryside wlncn if current Com-
“munist progress continues, would mean
losq free Viet-nam -to ’ Communists.

"+ These two dangers are related because
‘Communist successcs In rural areas
sembolden them to extend thelr activities
"to Saigen and because non-Communist
temptaﬁoa to engage in demonstrations
or coup Is pamy motivated by sincere
“desire prevent Comumunist tatcc -over in
Viet-nam.

Essentially [word illegible] sets of
measures required to meet these two
dangers. For Saigon danger essentially
polmcﬂ and paycho'oaxcal measures re-
quired, For countryside danger security
- measures as well as polmcal psycho-
i logical and economic measures necded.

. However both sets measures should be
carried out simultaneously and to some
, extent individual steps will be aimed at
bot'n dangers. ,

Secumy recommandations have been

m'u"e ir our 539 and other messages,.

my frank talks earlier this year and will
probably resent even more suggestions
outlined below, ha has apparently acted
on some of our earlier suggestions and
might act on
following:

1. I would propose have frank and
friendly talk with Diem and explain our
serious concern about present situation
and his political position. I would tell
him that, while matters I am - raising
deal primarily with internal affairs, I
would like to talk to him frankly and -
try to be as helptul as I can be giving
him tha considered judgment of myaelt
and some of his fiiends in Washington-
ot appropriate measures to assist him
“in present serious situation. (Belicve
-best not indicate talking under instrue-
tions.) I would particulatly stress de-
"sirability of actions: to Dbroaden and
increase his [word jllegible] support .

n
i‘gf{gg‘!"g fgin}z‘fiug} ]i?uc‘lll}:len cse Cu::lttg’ prior to 1961 presidential eloctions res
ceniraize e © guired by constitution before end April.
:This message therefore deals with our - .
I would propose tollowmg achons to
- political ’ and cconomic recommenda- Prosident: i

thﬂS I reslize some measures I am
" recommending are drastic and would be
ambassadot
“to make uader normal circumstances,
But conmtxons heu are by no means

I T AT |

2. Pb}»hulO"lC.&I shock cffuct is 1e—'
quncd to take initiative from Coramu-
nist propagandists as, well as non-Com-
munist oppositionists and convince
population govemmc]nt taking eifectiv

Lcasures cal with pipse
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of hand. To achieve that cffect follow

D ' Ing suggested:
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4, Permit MNatinnal Asscmbly wider - H
Iegistative initiative and area of genuine . 4

debate and bestow on it avrhouty to O
conduct, with appropriate publicity, [
public v estiy (.LlOﬂS of any department : co
of government with right to questxon i

pose: () find some mechanism for dis-



