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Joybubbles (the legal name of the former Joe Engressia since 1991), a blind genius with
perfect pitch who accidentally found he could make free phone calls by whistling tones
and went on to play a pivotal role in the 1970s subculture of “phone phreaks,” died on Aug.
8 in Minneapolis.

He was 58, though he had chosen in 1988 to remain 5 forever, and had the toys and teddy
bears to prove it. The cause of death has not been determined, said Steven Gibb, a friend
and the executor of the Joybubbles estate.
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