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Lorraine	Gordon,	who	took	over	the	Village	Vanguard,	New	York’s	oldest	and	most	venerated	jazz	nightclub,	in	1989	and

remained	its	no-nonsense	proprietor	for	the	rest	of	her	life,	died	on	Saturday	in	Manhattan.	She	was	95.

The	cause	was	complications	of	a	stroke,	said	Jed	Eisenman,	the	longtime	manager	of	the	club.

“Wherever	I	happened	to	be,”	Ms.	Gordon	said	in	a	2007	interview	with	The	New	York	Times,	“music	was	always	with	me.”

Ms.	Gordon	was	married	for	40	years	to	the	Vanguard’s	founder	and	owner,	Max	Gordon.	But	she	had	been	a	jazz	fan	long

before	she	met	him.	She	fell	in	love	with	jazz	as	a	teenager	in	the	1930s,	listening	to	it	on	WNYC	radio.	The	music	pierced	her

soul,	she	said,	“like	a	spike	in	my	heart.”	It	was	the	start	of	a	lifelong	romance.
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