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Bernard Lewis, an eminent historian of Islam who traced the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, to a declining Islamic
civilization, a controversial view that influenced world opinion and helped shape American foreign policy under President
George W. Bush, died on Saturday in Voorhees Township, N.J. He was 101.

His longtime partner, Buntzie Churchill, confirmed the death, at a retirement facility.

Few outsiders and no academics had more influence with the Bush administration on Middle Eastern affairs than Mr. Lewis.
The president carried a marked-up copy of one of his articles in his briefing papers and met with him before and after the
invasion of Iraq in March 2003. Mr. Lewis gave briefings at the White House, the residence of Vice President Dick Cheney and
the Pentagon under Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld.
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