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- December. 18,‘ 1974

| ' B NN 1 M.‘.““
_MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL SCOWCROFT - é&é .
j FROM el 'R‘.ICHAR]JVH-. soi,OMON . e
T 34 &/73"
' SUB.IECT: '  '; o SR ‘FBI Request for Permmsmn to Develop a

‘ Source w:.th Access to the PRC U, N, Mmmdn -~

‘Thls memo descnbes a c:all I received from a Chinese hvmg in New

 York who-was approached by 25X1
~the FBI. The man, a very casual acquaintance, asked me to help him 7 "
(in turning-off these| ‘who were pressing him for . = 25X1.

information about the PRC. Subsequently I had a discussion with three |
- officials of the FBI ‘who requested permlssmn to cult:.vate this source.
1 want yaur gxndance on how to ha.ndlle thm issue with- the: FBI |

"On December ].0 I was c:al].ed by one‘ | - | o 25X1

25X1°
‘ I subsequently met him at an academic conference this ‘;25X1"”;

‘ sprin.g'. That has been the limit of my prev:n.ous contact with him.

I was out of the folce:called on the 10th but returned h1s call 25)(1
the next morning, He indicated that he had been\

25X1
pproached by agents of the FBI on two occasions in December. 25)(1

L . He indicated that two agents were in his outer office at the moment I was |
FeiNss | talking to him. | he. wanted the agents to leave him alone. 25X1 ¥
reviews " He felt that he ‘could be mcre successful as a "link" between the U.S. o

‘and PRC by aperatmg in an open manner, and did not want to be recruited
or involved in any clandestine activities. I t‘oldzknew nothing about. 25X1
the mtuatwn but would pass on his concern to the appropriate authorities,

(It should be noted, inthe FBI report at Tab A, Swas rather 25X1 ‘
~ forthcoming in his talk with the agents - even wh:.le he was askmg me .

completed.
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- to turn them off. We éﬁeculate that he was fearful of offendﬂing them
~on the a.ssumptmn tha Bureau could cause h1m problems ) '

I subsequently‘contacted\ \FBI of£1c1als I norma.ll dea.l C25X1 i
. with and ascertained that indeed their people. had inan' 25X1 .
- open manner in an attempt to develop him as a non-covert source on. T
“the PRC. They indicated they had not tried to “recrul’c” h1m for
e _‘controlled cmrert operatmns. , X ‘

' On December 16 lelw.m o. . Crega.r, Specml Agent (Washmgton Offlce),
" called on me with two of his associates. He gave Me some background
informatio including the attached report, and indicated that he -9;;)(17}‘ '
: thought'gather unique and potentially very valuable asset for ~ 25X1
the USG. He pointed cut':could”be developed as a. cooperative = 25X1 . -
' source we would have a way of following any possible future PRC efforts o '
" to develop an active intelligence program in the U.S., as well as an .

.asset £or_m.0mtorm the activities of the PRC U, N, Mission (suchas = . =
 their effbrt—g——l Iindicated to = 25X1
i Cregar that my primary concern was that the effort to develop the =
. source not embarrass us in our relations with the PRC --'as could happen

o if he told the Chinese of the approaches, or '"went pubh.c. "ol saxd it was -

my . understandmg tha.t the Secretary wanted us to be law-key in such .
“matters at this time,  We reviewed the fact that the man, being here only

on permanent resident basis, { 25X1. 5+
\ and good relations with the PRC 25)(1 e
U.N. Mission, having already done some. spemal favors for the Chmese, : 3
was probably caught between his desire to prevent having h:.s\ ] 25X1 S

\ \compromlsed by contacts with intelligence agents of the - og5xq:
. USG, but also his fear that he might be vulnerable to various pres sures

from an agency like the FBI if he proved uncoaperatwe. The fact that

~ he is not a U.S. citizen probably makes the man feel particularly . '

‘vulnerable to pressure. (I discussed this issue further with Jerry

 Jenmnings of the staff, who feels| \unhkely to disclose his con- 25)(1
 tacts with intelligence agents of the USG to the Chinese or go public . _
because of the ef.tect it would have on hz.a T 25X1

At presen\: thls situation sta.nds as follows mdlcated to me that 25X1 ‘
‘he wants to be left alone‘ ‘ Cregar of the FBIL would 25)(1

- like to "pohtely” develop this scurce in a low-key maaner, perhaps. o
. using a covert third party as a contact, because of the unique access

" this man seems to have to the PRC U,N. Mission, and because of our

SECRET.
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~likely future requirements for monitoring PRC intelligence activities
‘in the U.S. The issue is whether pressing a reluctant source would = i
. rebound and ‘embarrass us in our relations with the PRC] ‘ - 25X1.
choose to further protect himseclf either by disclosure of thej \ 25X1
F BI approaches to the Chinese or in some public fashion. As B
“indicated above, we tend to doubt that he waild adopt this approach,
' but one can never be certain. It seems more likely that if he was
approached again by the FBI he might call me one additional time e
' and again request that the approaches be turned off. (Cregar indicated - . .-
that under these circumstances he - would gwe up the effort to cultivate
the source. ) : ‘ ‘

I you w:.ll gwe me some guldance on how you would like. thls s:tuatxon
- handled, I will orally pass your instructions to Cregar of the FBI
(unless you would like to do this yourself either by phone to the FBI
‘or.in a memo randum) ‘ . ‘

; Rec ommendatmm

That you handle tha.s issue mth the FBI

Apprc)ve R Dlsapprove O S
That I tell the FBI to ayxlohe:\j L R . 25)(1
' Approve D F‘Disa‘pprov‘e ‘

= "I’hat the FBI be ngen the go- ahead to t*‘y to develop this source in a o
low-key manner, but that they be instructed to desist i ‘ ‘ 25X1
: actwely mdmca.tes a desxre to be left alone (as by ca.llmg me one more t1me)

. -% ‘aoproached by the FBI dlrectly ina low-key way | 25X1

e Approve : Dwapprove

i That the FBI deal w1th hlm through a covert thzrd party contact:

A.pprove- o | D‘lsapprove :

“'Concurrence: _
.~ Mrzx. Jennings.

e M | | |
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