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WHAT TO KNOW
The longtime boss of the infamous

Colombo crime family, Carmine "the
Snake" Persico, has died in prison at the
age of 85

Persico died Thursday; he had been
serving what was effectively a life
sentence at a federal prison in Butner,
North Carolina

Prosecutors said Persico took over the
murderous New York-based crime
organization in the early 1970s when it
was at the height of its power

Legendary New York mob boss Carmine
Persico, who as head of the Colombo
crime family was convicted in the 1980s for
a laundry list of crimes, has died. He was
85.

His lawyer confirmed to NBC New York
that Persico died Thursday at Duke
University Medical Center in North
Carolina. He had been serving what was
effectively a life sentence at a federal
prison in Butner, North Carolina.

Carmine John Persico Jr., known variously as "Junior" and "The Snake," was born
in 1933 in Brooklyn. Prosecutors said Persico took over the murderous New York-
based crime organization in the early 1970s when it was at the height of its
powers.

In the summer of 1986, he was convicted of racketeering and murder in a
prosecution of mob bosses led by then U.S. Attorney Rudolph Giuliani and
sentenced to more than a century in prison. He acted as his own lawyer at trial. 
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Carmine Persico, boss of the Colombo Crime Family, poses for a portrait Sept. 15, 1986 at the
Metropolitan Correctional Center in New York City during the Commission trial.
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According to a New York Times report, Persico (who was his own attorney at the
trial) blamed "Mafia mania" for influencing the proceedings. 

Sentenced to more than 100 years in prison in 1987, Persico was reputed to still
exert authority over the Colombo family from behind bars for decades.

In prison, he was also reported to have befriended notorious fraudster Bernie
Madoff. 

Hospital Workers Fired for Smollett Searches: Sources

Copyright Associated Press / NBC New York

Leave Comments

Susan Walsh/AP

Top News: Youth Activists March on Climate Change, More

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/nbc4-new-york/id331605976?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nbcuni.nbcots.nbcnewyork.android&hl=en
https://www.twitter.com/nbcnewyork
https://www.instagram.com/nbcnewyork
https://www.facebook.com/nbcnewyork
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxCfoSInadl-4i3F70zDt1A
https://www.nytimes.com/1987/01/14/nyregion/judge-sentences-8-mafia-leaders-to-prison-terms.html
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/Bernie-Madoff-Popular-and-Unpenitent-in-Prison.html
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/national-international/northwestern-memorial-hospital-employees-fired-jussie-smsollett-records-506838591.html
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/multimedia/Top-News-238427591.html

