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ELECTIONS

Lyndon LaRouche, perennial presidential candidate,
dead at 96

Lyndon LaRouche, the political extremist and conspiracy theorist who ran for president in eight
consecutive national elections, died Tuesday, his political action committee con;rmed. He was
96.

Published 1 hour ago·

 By Samuel Chamberlain | Fox News

Lyndon LaRouche in an undated photo. (Photo by Steve Liss/The LIFE Images Collection/Getty Images)
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"Those who knew and loved Lyndon LaRouche know that humanity has suffered a great loss,
and today we dedicate ourselves anew to bring to reality the big ideas for which history will honor
him," read a statement on the website of LaRouchePAC, which noted that LaRouche died on the
birthday of former President Abraham Lincoln, whom he celebrated in his writings.

A native of Lynn, Massachusetts, LaRouche was a former member of the Socialist Workers Party
who ;rst ran for president in 1976 as a candidate of the U.S. Labor Party. In subsequent
elections, LaRouche ran as either a Democratic or independent candidate. His ;nal run for
president took place in 2004.

LaRouche espoused several conspiracy theories, most notably that the International Monetary
Fund was "engaged in mass murder" by spreading AIDS through its economic policies, that
former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger and former Vice President Walter Mondale were Soviet
"agents of inXuence," and that the Queen of England was involved in the international drug trade.

He also called for a quarantine of AIDS victims, referred to Zionism as "cult nonsense" and said
the Holocaust was "mythical." The Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith once characterized
LaRouche's organization as an anti-Semitic political cult.
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During a 1984 libel trial, LaRouche said he had no income and had ;led no tax returns for 12
years. He said he did not know who paid his bills. His political action committee described him
as a "philosopher, scientist, poet, statesman [and] economist."

Speaking in 1986, LaRouche described himself as being in the tradition of the American Whig
Party, a forerunner of the GOP in the ;rst half of the 19th century. His views evolved throughout
his life, but a central tenet of his apocalyptic platform warned of an inevitable global downward
slide into crisis and called for a complete overhaul of the world's economic and ;nancial
systems.

LaRouche ran his 1992 presidential campaign from prison after he was convicted in 1988 of mail
fraud and conspiracy to defraud the IRS by defaulting on more than $30 million in loans from
campaign supporters. He was sentenced to 15 years in prison but was released in 1994.

CLICK HERE TO GET THE FOX NEWS APP

Based in Leesburg, Virginia, outside Washington, LaRouche's organization continued to operate
during the years he was in prison. His followers could be found at major airports, where they
distributed publications and tried to raise money. In addition to his presidential campaigns,
LaRouche ran unsuccessfully in 1990 to represent a northern Virginia district in Congress.

The commitment of LaRouche followers reportedly inspired some people to hire so-called
"deprogrammers" to kidnap his devotees and stop them from giving him their fortunes. One high-
pro;le case involved a supposed conspiracy to kidnap DuPont heir Lewis duPont Smith and his
wife to deprogram them. In 1992, a federal jury in Alexandria, Virginia, acquitted Smith's father, E.
Newbold Smith, and three other men.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

https://www.foxnews.com/apps-products


2/13/19, 9(23 PMLyndon LaRouche, perennial presidential candidate, dead at 96 | Fox News

Page 4 of 6https://www.foxnews.com/politics/lyndon-larouche-perennial-presidential-candidate-dead-at-96

U.S.
Crime

Military

Education

Terror

Immigration

Economy

Personal Freedoms

Fox News Investigates

World
U.N.

ConXicts

Terrorism

Disasters

Global Economy

Environment

Religion

Scandals

Opinion Politics
Executive

Senate

House

Judiciary

Foreign policy

Polls

Elections

https://www.foxnews.com/us
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/crime
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/military
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/education
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/terror
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/immigration
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/economy
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/personal-freedoms
https://www.foxnews.com/category/news-events/fox-news-investigates
https://www.foxnews.com/world
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/united-nations
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/conflicts
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/terrorism
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/disasters
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/global-economy
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/environment
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/world-religion
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/scandals
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion
https://www.foxnews.com/politics
https://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/executive
https://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/senate
https://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/house-of-representatives
https://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/judiciary
https://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/foreign-policy
https://www.foxnews.com/official-polls
https://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/elections
https://nation.foxnews.com/?cmpid=org=NAT::ag=fn::mc=fbndisplay::src=FNC_web::cmp=launch::add=comments


2/13/19, 9(23 PMLyndon LaRouche, perennial presidential candidate, dead at 96 | Fox News

Page 5 of 6https://www.foxnews.com/politics/lyndon-larouche-perennial-presidential-candidate-dead-at-96

Entertainment
Celebrity News

Movies

TV News

Music News

Style News

Entertainment Video

Business
Markets

Politics

Technology

Features

Business Leaders

Lifestyle
Food + Drink

Cars + Trucks

Travel + Outdoors

House + Home

Fitness + Well-being

Style + Beauty

Family

Science
Archaeology

Air & Space

Planet Earth

Wild Nature

Natural Science

Dinosaurs

Tech
Security

Innovation

Drones

Computers

Video Games

Military Tech

Health
Healthy Living

Medical Research

Mental Health

Cancer

Heart Health

Children's Health

TV
Shows

Personalities

Watch Live

Full Episodes

Show Clips

News Clips

About
Careers

College Students

Fox Around the World

Advertise With Us

Ad Choices

Media Relations

Compliance

https://www.foxnews.com/entertainment
https://www.foxnews.com/category/entertainment/celebrity-news
https://www.foxnews.com/category/entertainment/movies
https://www.foxnews.com/category/entertainment/tv
https://www.foxnews.com/category/entertainment/music
https://www.foxnews.com/category/entertainment/style
https://video.foxnews.com/playlist/entertainment-latest-entertainment/
https://www.foxbusiness.com/
https://www.foxbusiness.com/markets
https://www.foxbusiness.com/politics
https://www.foxbusiness.com/category/technology
https://www.foxbusiness.com/features
https://www.foxbusiness.com/category/business-leaders
https://www.foxnews.com/lifestyle
https://www.foxnews.com/food-drink
https://www.foxnews.com/auto
https://www.foxnews.com/travel
https://www.foxnews.com/category/real-estate
https://www.foxnews.com/category/fitness-and-wellbeing
https://www.foxnews.com/category/style-and-beauty
https://www.foxnews.com/family
https://www.foxnews.com/science
https://www.foxnews.com/category/science/archaeology
https://www.foxnews.com/category/science/air-and-space
https://www.foxnews.com/category/science/planet-earth
https://www.foxnews.com/category/science/wild-nature
https://www.foxnews.com/category/science/natural-science
https://www.foxnews.com/category/science/archaeology/dinosaurs
https://www.foxnews.com/tech
https://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/topics/security
https://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/topics/innovation
https://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/technologies/drones
https://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/topics/computers
https://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/topics/video-games
https://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/topics/military-tech
https://www.foxnews.com/health
https://www.foxnews.com/category/health/healthy-living
https://www.foxnews.com/category/health/medical-research
https://www.foxnews.com/category/health/mental-health
https://www.foxnews.com/category/health/cancer
https://www.foxnews.com/category/health/heart-health
https://www.foxnews.com/category/health/healthy-living/childrens-health
https://www.foxnews.com/shows
https://www.foxnews.com/shows
https://www.foxnews.com/person/personalities
https://video.foxnews.com/v/5614615980001/?#sp=watch-live
https://video.foxnews.com/playlist/episodic-most-recent-episodes/
https://video.foxnews.com/#sp=show-clips
https://video.foxnews.com/#sp=news-clips
https://careers.foxnews.com/
https://careers.foxnews.com/students
https://www.foxnews.com/foxaroundtheworld/
https://advertise.foxnews.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/privacy-policy#ad-choice
https://press.foxnews.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/compliance


2/13/19, 9(23 PMLyndon LaRouche, perennial presidential candidate, dead at 96 | Fox News

Page 6 of 6https://www.foxnews.com/politics/lyndon-larouche-perennial-presidential-candidate-dead-at-96

This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. ©2019 FOX News Network, LLC. All rights

reserved. All market data delayed 20 minutes.

Other
Fox Nation

Fox News Shop

Fox News Go

Fox News Radio

Fox News Insider

Newsletters

Alerts

Podcasts

Apps & Products

New Terms of Use New Privacy Policy Closed Captioning Policy Help

https://nation.foxnews.com/
https://shop.foxnews.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/go
https://radio.foxnews.com/
https://insider.foxnews.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/alerts/subscribe
https://www.foxnews.com/newsletter-signup/alerts
https://radio.foxnews.com/podcast
https://www.foxnews.com/apps-products
https://www.facebook.com/FoxNews
https://twitter.com/foxnews
https://flipboard.com/@FoxNews
https://www.google.com/+FoxNews
https://www.instagram.com/foxnews
https://www.foxnews.com/rss/index.html
https://www.foxnews.com/alerts/subscribe.html
https://www.foxnews.com/terms-of-use
https://www.foxnews.com/privacy-policy
https://www.foxnews.com/closed-captioning
https://help.foxnews.com/

