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Ronald Ridenhour, 52, Veteran Who Reported My

Lai Massacre

By JOHN H. CUSHMAN JR. o o @ 0 D

Ronald L. Ridenhour, the Vietnam veteran who in 1969 first disclosed the My Lai
massacre of Vietnamese civilians by United States Army troops, died yesterday in
Metairie, La. He was 52.

The cause apparently was a heart attack while playing handball, said his

companion, Mary Howell.

Mr. Ridenhour was horrified by the stories he heard from comrades who had been
at My Lai, where on March 16, 1968, a company of the 23d Infantry (Americal)
Division killed 175 to 400 civilians and committed other atrocities.

Mr. Ridenhour, who first heard about the massacre from other soldiers about a
month after it happened, investigated it on his own. Home from his tour as a
helicopter gunner in Vietnam, he wrote a 1,500-word letter to President Richard M.
Nixon, Defense Secretary Melvin R. Laird, and members of Congress, including

his Congressman, Senator Morris K. Udall, Democrat of Arizona.

The letters, delivered a year after the killing, sparked an Army investigation that
led to indictments, the public disclosure of the massacre, and eventually the
conviction of Lieut. William L. Calley Jr., whose platoon had done much of the
killing.

The massacre, charges that it had been covered up, and the conviction of
Lieutenant Calley but nobody else, became a divisive controversy that badly hurt

the Army's reputation and affected the public's view of the war.
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In an article published in The New York Times in 1973, Mr. Ridenhour said that he
had written the letters disclosing the massacres hoping that "it would show the
American people and their Government that the policies of force abroad and
deception at home were not only antithetical to the principles of a democratic

society but low, mean, stupid, brutal and self-destructive as well."

"The question most often put to me was not why they had done it, but why I had
done it," he wrote. "In a word, justice. It was a simple appeal to justice. I was
younger and more foolish then."

In 1988, Mr. Ridenhour won a Polk Award for journalism for a yearlong
investigation of a New Orleans tax scandal published in City Business, a biweekly

newspaper there.

Mr. Ridenhour was born in Oakland, Calif., and grew up in Phoenix. He was
drafted in March 1967 when his course load at Phoenix Junior College dropped

below the requirement for an educational deferment.

Mr. Ridenhour was in a helicopter that flew over My Lai a few days after the
massacre. He said he waited until he was out of the service to blow the whistle

because he feared for his life.

Mr. Ridenhour was a stringer for People magazine and co-produced a story on

militias for the NBC News program "Dateline."

Correction: May 14, 1998

Because of an editing error, an obituary on May 11 about Ronald L. Ridenhour, the
Vietnam veteran who in 1969 disclosed the My Lai massacre of civilians by United
States troops, misstated the title held at the time by Morris K. Udall. He was Mr.
Ridenhour's Representative, not a Senator.

The TimesMachine archive viewer is a subscriber-only feature.

We are continually improving the quality of our text archives. Please send feedback, error
reports, and suggestions to archive_feedback@nytimes.com.

A version of this obituary; biography appears in print on May 11, 1998, on Page A00015 of the National edition with the
headline: Ronald Ridenhour, 52, Veteran Who Reported My Lai Massacre. Order Reprints | Today's Paper | Subscribe

4 ARTICLES REMAINING LOG IN

Get one month free on digital subscriptions. SEE MY OPTIONS



http://www.nytreprints.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/subscriptions/Multiproduct/lp839RF.html?campaignId=48JQY
https://www.nytimes.com/section/us
https://www.nytimes.com/subscription/multiproduct/lp8HYFM.html?campaignId=7KLR9&version=meter+at+1&module=Growl-Links&region=FixedBottom&contentId=august_bau_copy_test&mediaId=Growl&referrer=&priority=true&action=click&contentCollection=growl-links-click
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=https://www.nytimes.com/1998/05/11/us/ronald-ridenhour-52-veteran-who-reported-my-lai-massacre.html&version=meter+at+1&module=Growl-Links&region=FixedBottom&contentId=august_bau_copy_test&mediaId=Growl&referrer=&priority=true&action=click&contentCollection=growl-links-click

TRENDING

MThaDina am ATl AfDass]l NMasma faat.

uU.s.

Omarosa Manigault Newman Taped
Her Firing by John Kelly

The Flourishing Business of Fake
YouTube Views

Turkey’s Financial Crisis Surprised
Many. Except This Analyst.

Rally by White Nationalists Was Over
Almost Before It Began

Losing Earth: The Decade We Almost
Stopped Climate Change

China Seeks Influence in Europe, One
Business Deal at a Time

In a Town of 11 People, Mysterious
Disappearance Turns Neighbor Against
Neighbor

V.S. Naipaul, My Wonderful, Cruel
Friend

View More Trending Stories »

Ehe New Pork Eimes o to Home Page »

NEWS OPINION ARTS LIVING LISTINGS & MORE
World Today's Opinion Today's Arts Automobiles Reader Center

u.S. Op-Ed Columnists Art & Design Crossword Classifieds

Politics Editorials Books Food Tools & Services
N.Y. Op-Ed Contributors Dance Education N.Y.C. Events Guide
Business Letters Movies Fashion & Style Multimedia

Tech Sunday Review Music Health Photography

4 ARTICLES REMAINING LOG IN

Get one month free on digital subscriptions. SEE MY OPTIONS



https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/12/us/politics/manafort-trump-trial.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/12/world/middleeast/iraqi-spy-isis.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/12/us/politics/omarosa-trump-tape.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/08/11/technology/youtube-fake-view-sellers.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/11/business/turkey-lira-crisis.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/12/us/politics/charlottesville-va-protest-unite-the-right.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/08/01/magazine/climate-change-losing-earth.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/12/business/china-influence-europe-czech-republic.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/11/world/australia/larrimah-mystery.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/12/opinion/vs-naipaul-my-wonderful-cruel-friend.html
https://www.nytimes.com/trending
https://www.nytimes.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/section/world
https://www.nytimes.com/section/us
https://www.nytimes.com/section/politics
https://www.nytimes.com/section/nyregion
https://www.nytimes.com/section/business
https://www.nytimes.com/section/technology
https://www.nytimes.com/section/science
https://www.nytimes.com/section/health
https://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion/columnists
https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion/editorials
https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion/contributors
https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion/letters
https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion/sunday
https://www.nytimes.com/video/opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/section/arts
https://www.nytimes.com/section/arts/design
https://www.nytimes.com/section/books
https://www.nytimes.com/section/arts/dance
https://www.nytimes.com/section/movies
https://www.nytimes.com/section/arts/music
https://www.nytimes.com/events/
https://www.nytimes.com/section/arts/television
https://www.nytimes.com/section/automobiles
https://www.nytimes.com/crosswords
https://www.nytimes.com/pages/dining/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/section/education
https://www.nytimes.com/section/fashion
https://www.nytimes.com/section/health
https://www.nytimes.com/section/jobs
https://www.nytimes.com/section/magazine
https://www.nytimes.com/section/reader-center
https://www.nytimes.com/ref/classifieds/
https://www.nytimes.com/marketing/tools-and-services/
https://www.nytimes.com/events/
https://www.nytimes.com/section/multimedia
https://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/video
https://store.nytimes.com/?action=click&contentCollection=NYT%20Store&contentPlacement=2&module=SectionsNav&pgtype=Homepage&region=TopBar&t=qry542&utm_campaign=NYT-HP&utm_content=hp_browsetree&utm_medium=HPB&utm_source=nytimes&version=BrowseTree
https://www.nytimes.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/section/us
https://www.nytimes.com/subscription/multiproduct/lp8HYFM.html?campaignId=7KLR9&version=meter+at+1&module=Growl-Links&region=FixedBottom&contentId=august_bau_copy_test&mediaId=Growl&referrer=&priority=true&action=click&contentCollection=growl-links-click
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=https://www.nytimes.com/1998/05/11/us/ronald-ridenhour-52-veteran-who-reported-my-lai-massacre.html&version=meter+at+1&module=Growl-Links&region=FixedBottom&contentId=august_bau_copy_test&mediaId=Growl&referrer=&priority=true&action=click&contentCollection=growl-links-click

VI o Hivawer [ FN S VR SR OT R P R VIV TIV 10 IO Juunivyo

Education Video: Arts Real Estate Subscribe

uU.s.

=] Home Delivery @ Digital Subscriptions & Crossword

Email Newsletters  Gift Subscriptions  Group Subscriptions  Education Rate

Mobile Applications  Replica Edition

4 ARTICLES REMAINING LOG IN

Get one month free on digital subscriptions. SEE MY OPTIONS



https://www.nytimes.com/section/sports
https://www.nytimes.com/section/education
https://www.nytimes.com/section/obituaries
https://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/section/corrections
https://www.nytimes.com/section/theater
https://www.nytimes.com/video/arts
https://www.nytimes.com/events/
https://www.nytimes.com/section/realestate
https://www.nytimes.com/section/t-magazine
https://www.nytimes.com/section/travel
https://www.nytimes.com/section/fashion/weddings
https://www.nytimes.com/times-journeys/?utm_source=nytimes&utm_medium=HPLink&utm_content=hp_browsetree&utm_campaign=NYT-HP
https://www.nytimes.com/seeallnav
https://www.nytimes.com/membercenter
http://www.nytco.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/hdleftnav
https://www.nytimes.com/digitalleftnav
https://www.nytimes.com/subscriptions/games/lp897H9.html?campaignId=49W8Y
https://www.nytimes.com/marketing/newsletters
https://www.nytimes.com/giftleftnav
https://www.nytimes.com/corporateleftnav
https://www.nytimes.com/educationleftnav
https://www.nytimes.com/services/mobile/index.html
http://eedition.nytimes.com/cgi-bin/signup.cgi?cc=37FYY
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014792127-Copyright-notice
https://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/infoservdirectory.html
http://www.nytco.com/careers
http://nytmediakit.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/content/help/rights/privacy/policy/privacy-policy.html#pp
https://www.nytimes.com/privacy
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014893428-Terms-of-service
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014893968-Terms-of-sale
http://spiderbites.nytimes.com/
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115015385887-Contact-us
https://www.nytimes.com/subscriptions/Multiproduct/lp5558.html?campaignId=37WXW
https://www.nytimes.com/section/us
https://www.nytimes.com/subscription/multiproduct/lp8HYFM.html?campaignId=7KLR9&version=meter+at+1&module=Growl-Links&region=FixedBottom&contentId=august_bau_copy_test&mediaId=Growl&referrer=&priority=true&action=click&contentCollection=growl-links-click
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=https://www.nytimes.com/1998/05/11/us/ronald-ridenhour-52-veteran-who-reported-my-lai-massacre.html&version=meter+at+1&module=Growl-Links&region=FixedBottom&contentId=august_bau_copy_test&mediaId=Growl&referrer=&priority=true&action=click&contentCollection=growl-links-click

