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STUTTGART, Germany — A failed coup attempt in the central African nation of Gabon hasn’t
yet changed the mission of U.S. troops deployed there last week in response to potential
violence in the nearby Democratic Republic of the Congo, U.S. Africa Command said
Monday.

On Friday, the White House said it had ordered about 80 combat-equipped military
personnel to Gabon amid concerns that elections in Congo would result in violent clashes
and possibly pose a threat to U.S. diplomatic assets. However, on Monday members of
Gabon’s military launched a coup attempt and seized control of state radio in the country.
Later in the day, Gabon’s government said four of five mutiny ringleaders had been arrested.
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“At this time there is no change in the status of our forces in Gabon,” AFRICOM spokesman
John Manley said as events were unfolding Monday. The troops are not currently tasked with
securing diplomatic assets there, he said.

Gunshots were reported early Monday in Gabon’s capital of Libreville. The country’s
president, Ali Bongo Ondimba, is reportedly out of the country for medical treatment.

The takeover attempt was sparked by “reinforced doubts about the president’s ability to
continue to carry out the responsibilities of his office,” said Lt. Kelly Ondo Obiang, the
leader of a breakaway military force, quoted in a Reuters report.

The sudden revolt in Gabon, which has a long history of military relations with the U.S.,
highlights the region’s volatility. The country plays host to one of AFRICOM’s cooperative
security locations, which function as bare-bones launching pads for quick-reaction troops
called upon to secure U.S. diplomatic facilities in the broader region.

President Donald Trump, in his letter of notification Friday to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
about the U.S. deployment to Gabon, said more troops could be dispatched to Gabon, Congo
or the separate Republic of Congo as needed.

The troops “will remain in the region until the security situation in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo becomes such that their presence is no longer needed,” Trump said.

vandiver.john@stripes.comTwitter: @john_vandiver
MIGRATED

JOHN VANDIVER

John covers U.S. military activities across Europe and Africa. Based in Stuttgart, Germany, he
previously worked for newspapers in New Jersey, North Carolina and Maryland. He is a graduate
of the University of Delaware.

Subscribe to Stars and StripesJust 99c a week!

https://www stripes.com/theaters/us-troops-in-gabon-remain-focused-on-congo-despite-local-coup-attempt-1.563461 2/4


https://ww2.stripes.com/subscribe
mailto:vandiver.john@stripes.com
http://twitter.com/john_vandiver
https://www.stripes.com/
https://www.stripes.com/by/John-Vandiver

5/6/23,10:02 AM US troops in Gabon remain focused on Congo despite local coup attempt | Stars and Stripes

A New Technique Helps Relieve Most Homes Are Super Dusty, What Vitamin Ca

Vertigo - Scientists Explain Few Know This Trick Relief From Scia!
(Watch) A 13212
A 437

Put Baking Soda In The Toilet,

) Saggy Neck? Forget Plastic Scientists: Brain
Not Everyone Knows This Surgery (Do This Instead) The Real Root C:
A 50,431 A 2,440 A 675

Sponsored Ad

STRIPES TOP NEWS

.Fb':

AIR FORCE

https://www stripes.com/theaters/us-troops-in-gabon-remain-focused-on-congo-despite-local-coup-attempt-1.563461 3/4


https://lockerdome.com/brand
https://www.stripes.com/branches/air_force/
https://www.stripes.com/branches/air_force/2023-05-06/fighter-jet-crash-south-korea-10028168.html

5/6/23,10:02 AM US troops in Gabon remain focused on Congo despite local coup attempt | Stars and Stripes

US fighter jet crashes near Osan Air Base in South Korea

AIR FORCE

Air Force leader Brown will be appointed to chair Joint Chiefs, reports say

ARMY

Life sentence ordered for ex-DODEA teacher in Germany who sexually abused young students

© 2022 Stars and Stripes. All Rights Reserved.

https://www stripes.com/theaters/us-troops-in-gabon-remain-focused-on-congo-despite-local-coup-attempt-1.563461 4/4


https://www.stripes.com/branches/air_force/2023-05-06/fighter-jet-crash-south-korea-10028168.html
https://www.stripes.com/branches/air_force/
https://www.stripes.com/branches/air_force/2023-05-05/brown-milley-joint-chiefs-10018844.html
https://www.stripes.com/branches/army/
https://www.stripes.com/branches/army/2023-05-05/teacher-military-sex-abuse-10020030.html
https://www.stripes.com/branches/air_force/2023-05-05/brown-milley-joint-chiefs-10018844.html
https://www.stripes.com/branches/army/2023-05-05/teacher-military-sex-abuse-10020030.html
https://ww2.stripes.com/subscribe/newsletters

