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The second of the “Tool Box Killers” died Monday at a prison facility inThe second of the “Tool Box Killers” died Monday at a prison facility in
Vacaville, barely two months after his crime partner.Vacaville, barely two months after his crime partner.

Roy Lewis Norris, 72, died of natural causes at the California Medical Facility,Roy Lewis Norris, 72, died of natural causes at the California Medical Facility,
the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation reported.the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation reported.

Norris had been serving a sentence of 45 years to life for the 1979 murders ofNorris had been serving a sentence of 45 years to life for the 1979 murders of
five teenage girls in Los Angeles County.five teenage girls in Los Angeles County.

Over the course of five months,  Norris and Lawrence Bittaker kidnapped, raped,Over the course of five months,  Norris and Lawrence Bittaker kidnapped, raped,
tortured and murdered the girls. The victims, some of them hitchhikers, rangedtortured and murdered the girls. The victims, some of them hitchhikers, ranged
from 13 to 18 years old and were from Los Angeles County’s South Bay, Longfrom 13 to 18 years old and were from Los Angeles County’s South Bay, Long
Beach and San Fernando Valley.Beach and San Fernando Valley.

The pair were dubbed “the Tool Box Killers” because of the instruments ofThe pair were dubbed “the Tool Box Killers” because of the instruments of
torture, including ice picks, vise grips and a sledgehammer.torture, including ice picks, vise grips and a sledgehammer.
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Norris pleaded guilty and testified against Bittaker in exchange for prosecutorsNorris pleaded guilty and testified against Bittaker in exchange for prosecutors
not seeking the death penalty. He was denied parole in 2009 and 2019 and wouldnot seeking the death penalty. He was denied parole in 2009 and 2019 and would
not have been eligible for another parole hearing until 2029.not have been eligible for another parole hearing until 2029.

Bittaker was found guilty and sentenced to death. He Bittaker was found guilty and sentenced to death. He died of natural causes atdied of natural causes at
San Quentin State PrisonSan Quentin State Prison on Dec. 13, at age 79. on Dec. 13, at age 79.

The victims were Lucinda Schaefer, 16, of Torrance; Jacqueline Lamp, 13, ofThe victims were Lucinda Schaefer, 16, of Torrance; Jacqueline Lamp, 13, of
Redondo Beach; Jackie Gilliam, 15, of Long Beach; Andrea Hall, 18, of Tujunga;Redondo Beach; Jackie Gilliam, 15, of Long Beach; Andrea Hall, 18, of Tujunga;
and Shirley Ledford, 16, of Sun Valley.and Shirley Ledford, 16, of Sun Valley.

The two men, who met in prison, drove a van scouring the coastal areas inThe two men, who met in prison, drove a van scouring the coastal areas in
search of their victims. They took the girls to isolated areas, including the Sansearch of their victims. They took the girls to isolated areas, including the San
Gabriel Mountains, where they were tormented and then killed.Gabriel Mountains, where they were tormented and then killed.

The bodies of Schaefer and Hall were never recovered.The bodies of Schaefer and Hall were never recovered.

Report an errorReport an error
Policies and StandardsPolicies and Standards
Contact UsContact Us

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
ALL ACCESS DIGITAL OFFER FOR JUST 99 CENTS!ALL ACCESS DIGITAL OFFER FOR JUST 99 CENTS!

Bay Area News GroupBay Area News Group

Tags: Tags: CrimeCrime,, ObituariesObituaries,, Top WireTop Wire

https://thetrustproject.org/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2019/12/17/south-bay-serial-killer-lawrence-bittaker-dies-at-79-of-natural-causes-while-on-death-row/
https://www.mercurynews.com/report-an-error/
https://www.mercurynews.com/policies-and-standards/
https://www.mercurynews.com/contact-us/
https://checkout.mercurynews.com/Basic?&pid=289
https://www.mercurynews.com/author/bay-area-news-group/
https://www.mercurynews.com/tag/crime/
https://www.mercurynews.com/tag/obituaries/
https://www.mercurynews.com/tag/top-wire/

