2/19/2020 Frederick Koch, arts benefactor and low-profile Koch brother, dies aged 86 | US news | The Guardian

Thed .

Guardian

Frederick Koch, arts benefactor and low-profile Koch
brother, dies aged 86

While his high profile brothers bankrolled libertarian causes, Frederick Koch preferred to
live in relative anonymity

AP
Thu 13 Feb 2020 22.42 EST

Frederick Koch, who kept a low profile as an arts benefactor rather than joining the family oil
business that became Koch Industries, has died, according to the New York Times. He was 86.

His friend and longtime assistant John Olsen told the New York Times Koch died at his Manhattan
home on Wednesday of heart failure.

Koch was the oldest of four sons of Fred Koch of Wichita, Kansas. His high profile billionaire
younger brothers, Charles and David, ran Koch Industries and bankrolled libertarian causes, but
Frederick rarely saw them and preferred to live in relative anonymity, according to the Times.

Koch used his share of the family wealth to support a career as a benefactor of the arts and historic
preservation. He amassed extensive collections of rare books, musical manuscripts and fine and
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decorative arts, including Marie Antoinette’s canopied bed.

His collection of manor houses included a 150-room castle in Austria once owned by the Archduke
Franz Ferdinand, which Koch used for decades as a summer retreat.

In 1986, Koch stood beside Queen Elizabeth II at the opening of the new $2.8m Swan Theater he
had built for the Royal Shakespeare Company in Stratford-upon-Avon in England. The queen
thanked the “generous benefactor” but didn’t name him, respecting his wish for privacy.

Olsen said Koch’s entire estate will be used to establish a foundation to promote the study of
literature, history and the arts.

America faces an epic choice...

... this year, and the results will define the country for a generation. These are perilous times. Over
the last three years, much of what the Guardian holds dear has been threatened - democracy,
civility, truth. This US administration is establishing new norms of behaviour. Anger and cruelty
disfigure public discourse and lying is commonplace. Truth is being chased away. But with your
help we can continue to put it center stage.

Rampant disinformation, partisan news sources and social media's tsunami of fake news is no
basis on which to inform the American public in 2020. The need for a robust, independent press
has never been greater, and with your support we can continue to provide fact-based reporting
that offers public scrutiny and oversight. You’ve read more than 10 articles in the last four months.
Our journalism is free and open for all, but it's made possible thanks to the support we receive
from readers like you across America in all 50 states.

On the occasion of its 100th birthday in 1921 the editor of the Guardian said, "Perhaps the chief
virtue of a newspaper is its independence. It should have a soul of its own." That is more true than
ever. Freed from the influence of an owner or shareholders, the Guardian's editorial independence
is our unique driving force and guiding principle.

We also want to say a huge thank you to everyone who generously supports the Guardian. You
provide us with the motivation and financial support to keep doing what we do. Every reader
contribution, big or small is so valuable. Support the Guardian from as little as $1 - it only takes a
minute. Thank you.
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