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610.1
PURPOSE:   

The primary purpose of the Yuma County Sheriff's Office (“Office”) phlebotomy program is to provide for the timely drawing of blood samples as evidence in criminal investigations when reasonably necessary.  The safety and welfare of Yuma County Sheriff's Office employees and persons subjected to such blood draws shall be assessed in each instance before blood is drawn.
610.2
POLICY:

The Yuma County Sheriff’s Office (“Office”) will train officers to draw blood samples from individuals as evidence in criminal investigations when reasonably necessary to do so.

610.3
DEFINITIONS:


A.
AzPOST (Arizona Peace Officer Standards Training):  The governing body which certifies all Arizona peace officers.  

A.
Phlebotomist:   A person trained to obtain a blood sample from an individual.  
610.4
PROCEDURE: 

A.
Employees Qualified to Draw Blood:



1.
The Yuma County Sheriff's Office will only utilize AzPOST –approved phlebotomy training programs to train and qualify Office employees to draw blood.  All employees selected to attend such training shall be required to meet all enrollment requirements, including any vaccinations required.

2.
Employees trained and/or qualified as a phlebotomist by any other source shall be required to provide proof of such training and obtain the permission of the Sheriff or his designee prior to drawing blood in his/her capacity as an Office employee.


3.
Phlebotomists shall attend all continuing training required by AzPOST to maintain proficiency in phlebotomy procedures and any additional training as the Office deems necessary. 
B.
Procedures for Drawing Blood:
A.
Location:
1.
Blood shall only be drawn in clean environments.  Blood drawing areas shall be cleaned periodically using appropriate cleaning solutions to reduce the risk of infection.  Blood should not be drawn in outdoor environments or in patrol vehicles.  


B.
Equipment:

1.
Office issued Blood drawing equipment, approved by the Sheriff or his designee, shall be used when available.  Other equipment will only be used when a phlebotomist is qualified to use it and it is obtained from an authorized distributor, i.e., a hospital or other medical facility, a medical supply facility or another law enforcement agency that regularly uses such equipment.

2.
Phlebotomists drawing blood for investigations of alcohol related offenses shall use only non-alcohol based antiseptics.  In all cases, the type of antiseptic used shall be documented in the report.


3.
Phlebotomists shall only use tubes that contain the appropriate additives for the type of examination or testing to be conducted on the blood sample.  If there is a question as to the type of tube and additive to use, the laboratory that will be conducting the examination or testing should be consulted.

4.
All needles and venipuncture equipment that penetrates a person’s skin shall be sterile, single use items.  Used or unneeded needles and sharp venipuncture equipment shall be property disposed of in a sharps container.


5.
Phlebotomists shall wear the appropriate personal protective equipment consisting of at least outer protective garments, such as a police uniform, scrubs or a lab coat, and clean disposable medical quality examination gloves while drawing blood.  

C.
Authority:

1.
Phlebotomists shall seek signed consent from all subjects who are capable of giving such consent, prior to drawing blood.  A signed consent shall be obtained from a parent for all minors, in addition to signed consent from the minor.  Under no circumstances will Office phlebotomists draw or attempt to draw blood on persons under the age of fourteen.  If a blood sample is needed on a person under the age of fourteen, he or she shall be taken to a medical facility to have the blood drawn. 
2.
Absent consent, blood shall only be drawn pursuant to a valid search warrant.  Search warrants for blood samples shall only be sought after being approved by an on-duty supervisor.  Before making the decision to obtain a warrant the supervisor, the employee seeking the warrant and the department phlebotomist who will be drawing the blood should specifically take into consideration the possibility of having to obtain the blood sample after forcibly restraining the person.  

D.
Conduct:

1.
When performing a blood draw, phlebotomists shall follow those procedures in accordance with training received and Office policy and procedure.  

2.
Phlebotomists shall consider a subject’s well-being prior to attempting a blood draw.  If a subject has any significant medical concerns precluding blood being drawn, no attempts to draw blood shall be made without first consulting with a physician.

3.
Phlebotomists shall use an appropriate antiseptic on the person’s skin when drawing blood and will wear the appropriate personal protective equipment to reduce the risk of infectious exposures. 

4.
Phlebotomists shall only draw blood only from veins on which they have been properly trained, qualified and are proficient.   Phlebotomists shall not make more than two (2) unsuccessful venipuncture attempts on a person during an investigation or series of related investigations.  Another Office phlebotomist may make one (1) additional venipuncture attempt to successfully obtain a blood sample.  Any further attempts shall only be made by an appropriate medical facility.
5.
Phlebotomists shall only draw blood when it can be done with reasonable safety.  In addition to the phlebotomist, a sworn peace officer or detention officer shall be present for the blood draw to ensure the safety of the phlebotomist and to witness the blood draw. 



E.
Forced Draws:



1.
Forced blood draws should only be considered for felony investigations and other cases of significant importance as determined by an on-duty supervisor.

2.
Forced blood draws shall only be conducted pursuant to a valid search warrant.
3.
An on-duty supervisor shall be present during all forced blood draws.  The supervisor shall determine the number of peace officers and/or detention officers necessary to safely restrain the person from whom the blood is being drawn.  
4.
At the time the blood is being obtained, if in the opinion of the supervisor or phlebotomist, the blood cannot be safely obtained, no attempt shall be made.  Such a decision does not preclude a later attempt to perform the draw if the circumstances changes and such an attempt would be reasonable in the opinion of the supervisor or phlebotomist.  The safety 
of the person from whom the blood is to be drawn and the safety of Office employees shall be taken into account when deciding whether or not to attempt the draw.  
a.
A restraint chair or other appropriate restraint devices shall be used when available.  The Office employee employing such restraint device(s) must be properly trained in its use.  

b.
Weapons shall not be used to affect forced blood draws.




5.
When practicable, forced blood draws will be videotaped.  All videotapes shall be place into evidence under the case number for which the blood was drawn.

6.
Forced blood draws should not be attempted on minors, elderly persons or persons with significant medical conditions.


F.
Exposures:



1.
In the event an employee is stuck with a contaminated needle or sharp instrument, the employee shall decontaminate the site as soon as possible with an appropriate antiseptic for a minimum of thirty (30) seconds.  



2.
In the event of all other exposures, the employee shall decontaminate the site as soon as possible using appropriate decontamination methods. 

3.
Immediately following decontamination procedures, an on-duty supervisor shall be notified of the exposure.  The supervisor shall be responsible for ensuring the following actions are taken:

a.
Arrange for the employee to be treated at an appropriate medical facility and tested for appropriate communicable diseases.    

b.
Interview the person who was the source of the contamination regarding known and/or suspected communicable diseases, to include HIV (AIDS) and HVB (Hepatitis B)
c.
Have the person who was the source of the contamination give permission to test a blood sample for known or suspected communicable diseases.

d.
Conduct an administrative investigation regarding the exposure and complete an industrial exposure report.


G.
Conclusion Procedures:




1.
Phlebotomists shall monitor all subjects during blood draws and for two (2) minutes after the completion of the blood draw for any medical concerns.  In the event the person exhibits any immediate medical problems, emergency medical personnel shall be called.  


2.
Phlebotomists shall ensure all needles and tubes are appropriately disposed of by placing the items into an approved sharps container as soon as practicable after the blood draw or attempted blood draw.  The area in which the blood draw was conducted shall be cleaned of all biohazards using appropriate cleaning methods and solutions.  All contaminated materials shall be properly disposed of in appropriate biohazard containers.


3.
All blood samples collected as evidence shall be properly packaged and labeled as biohazards.  They shall be stored in accordance with existing evidence storage procedures.


4.
All blood draws and attempted blood draws will be logged into a database, or other record-keeping process approved by the Sheriff or his designee, and maintained by the Office.  


5.
Phlebotomists shall complete a report or supplemental report for the case in which the blood was drawn.  


H.
Reimbursement for Training Costs:


1.
Requirements: 

a.  
The phlebotomy training costs will be reimbursed through the Arizona Governor’s Office of Highway Safety.  

b.  
A copy of the phlebotomy program policy and a letter from the Sheriff’s Office supporting the phlebotomy training for a specific employee will be sent to the Arizona Governor’s Office of Highway Safety prior to the training.
c.
A W-9 form and other required forms will be completed and returned to the Arizona Governor’s Office of Highway Safety for reimbursement purposes after the completion of the phlebotomy course.

610.5
AMENDMENT:
This policy is subject to amendment, revision and/or rescission as required.
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