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301.1 PURPOSE:

The purpose of this policy is to establish standard procedures to follow in the event of a threat that a bomb has been placed on the premises of the Yuma County Sheriff’s Office (“Office”) or the Yuma County Detention Center (“Detention Center”).

301.2 POLICY:

In the event of a bomb threat, the safety and security of prisoners and Office personnel shall be the paramount concern.  In keeping with this philosophy, as much detailed information as possible must be obtained from the person delivering the threat.

301.3 DEFINITIONS:

A.
Bomb threat:  A telephoned, written, or verbal communication to a member of the staff that an explosive device has been placed on the premises. 

B.
BDU:  A Bomb Disposal Unit created to establish a responsive investigative and intelligence network to track explosive-related calls for service within Yuma County.  
301.4 PROCEDURE:

A.
DETENTION:
1.
Receiving the threat:




a.
If received by telephone, the staff member receiving the call shall attempt to get specific information from the caller, such as: location of bomb, type of bomb, what will trigger the bomb, when it will be detonated, why it was planted, who planted the bomb, and any other information the caller is willing to divulge.



b.
The staff member shall complete a Bomb Threat Checklist (See Attachment) as soon as possible, preferably while still on the phone with the caller.

c.
Contact the supervisor immediately.

2.
Supervisory Action:
a.
Immediately notify, or cause to be notified, the Administrative Chain of Command.  The Supervisor shall command the scene until properly relieved by a ranking supervisor or Administrator.
b.
The Supervisor shall immediately notify Communications (Dispatch) and request the BDU be notified. The BDU will respond to all bomb threats at the Detention Center or an Office facility.

c.
All programs shall be terminated immediately, and prisoners shall be returned to their units.

d.
The Detention Center shall be placed in Secure Mode and a physical prisoner count taken.

e.
Account for all prisoners who are physically away from the Detention Center with Transport personnel, whether in court, medical appointments, etc.  Contact the Transport personnel, advising them to remain away from the Detention Center until further advised.

f.
All area law enforcement agencies shall be advised that no bookings will be accepted until further notice.

g.
The Detention Center shall be evacuated of all visitors and non-essential staff (including medical staff, teachers, counselors, volunteers, etc.) per Detention Center Evacuation Plan. Decisions as to further evacuation of prisoners and staff shall be made in keeping with an evaluation of the perceived threat.

h.
Door #134D, leading from the Detention Center to the Administration shall be secured.

i.
Institute perimeter checks.  Armed Officers in pairs, shall make a complete circuit of the Detention Center and Court House, being alert to suspicious packages, vehicles, or persons.  Make note of suspicious items, but do not touch them.  When relieved by Patrol Officers, advise them of the suspicious items.

j.
Assign two officers to obtain “VISITATION MASTER” keys from Master Control. Secure the area until the arrival of the BDU.
k.
The BDU will then conduct the search of all lockers in the Visitation Lobby.

l.
When visitation area is cleared, secure the visitation entrance/ exit doors.

m.
If a specific location of the bomb was divulged, the ranking supervisor shall determine whether to evacuate that area in accordance with the Detention Center Evacuation Plan.

B.
ADMINISTRATION AND PATROL:

1. 
Receiving the threat:



a.
If received by telephone, the staff member receiving the call shall attempt to get specific information from the caller, such as: location of bomb, type of bomb, what will trigger the bomb, when it will be detonated, why it was planted, who planted the bomb, and any other information the caller is willing to divulge.

b. 
Staff member shall complete a Threat Checklist as soon as possible, preferably while still on the phone with the caller.

c.
Contact the supervisor immediately.

2.
Supervisory Action:


a.
Immediately notify, or cause to be notified, the Administrative Chain of Command.  The Supervisor shall command the scene until properly relieved by a ranking Supervisor or Administrator.
b.
The Supervisor shall immediately notify Communications (Dispatch) and request the BDU be notified. The BDU will respond to all bomb threats at the Detention Center or an Office facility.


c.
Notify the Dispatch Communications Center.


1. 
Communications shall advise all Patrol Units of a “Code 1, 10-81" or “Code 1, 10-82", as appropriate.





2.
Notify Yuma Police Department of the threat and evacuation.





3.
Communications personnel shall then exit the building to set up communications within the Command Van.



d.
Using the public address system, advise all employees of the bomb threat by utilizing “Code 1.”  Admonish evacuees to not touch any unfamiliar object.




e.
Evacuate building of all non-essential personnel.



f.
Conduct roll-call and account for all personnel assigned to them.


3.
Patrol Officers:


a. 
Available officers shall respond to the Office, as determined by the Sheriff, the Major, the Patrol Captain or the on-duty shift supervisor. 

b. 
Relieve Detention Officers making perimeter checks.


c. 
Establish a perimeter.


d. 
Assist in evacuation and security of prisoners, if so ordered.

301.5 AMENDMENT: 

This policy is subject to amendment, revision or rescission, as required. 
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