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Email Re: Special Called Joint Meeting - Monday, 8/28 3PM

Sandy Ellington-Graves August 22, 2023 at 8:23 PM

Auditorium at ABSS upstairs.
We will have special seating upfront for our county and state leaders.
Thank you and Steve for your leadership.

SANDY ELLINGTON-GRAVES,

Board Chair

Alamance-Burlington Board of Education
1712 Vaughn Rd

Burlington, NC 27217 (336) 516-2348
ABSS Website:

Alamance-Burlington School System
Student Centered, Future Facused! https://abss.k12.nc.us

On Tue, Aug 22, 2023 at 7:.59 PM Tammy Ross (Rep. Stephen Ross) <Tammy.Ross@nc¢leg.gov> wrote:
Sandy, Rep. Ross will attend the joint meeting. Where will the meeting be held?

Tammy Ross

Legislative Assistant

Office of Rep. Stephen Ross
District 63

919-733-5820

From: Sandy Ellington-Graves <sandy._ellingtongraves@abss.k12.nc.us>

Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 7:30:58 PM

Stephen Ross <Stephen.Ross@ncleg.gov>

Cc: Dain Butler <dain_butler@abss.k12.nc.us>; John Paisley <John.Paisley@alamance-nc.com>; Ryan
Bowden <ryan_bowden@abss.k12.nc.us>; Heidi York <Heidi.York@alamance-nc.com>; Steve Carter
<Steve.Carter@alamance-nc.com>

Subject: Special Called Joint Meeting - Monday, 8/28 3PM

Good evening.
in light of additional discovery and/or reports at ABSS campuses, Dr. Butler has announced the start of the
school year to be delayed until Tuesday, September 5th.
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Late today, we were able to coordinate a special called joint meeting with the county commissioners for Monday
afternoon, 8/28, at 3:00PM. We want to extend an invitation to our state leaders - though notice is short - to join
us for this important conversation about the mold situation across the district. We value both your leadership
and your guidance as we move forward to tackle this unfortunate matter.

Alerts are being shared with our staff and families this evening. [ am including the latest two messages for
your reference as you may begin to hear from constituents.

Delayed Start to Academic Year:

The Alamance-Burlington School System is delaying the start of the 2023-2024 school year untif September 5,
2023 to allow more time to evaluate all schoof campuses after mold was discovered in more than a dozen
buildings.

The delay will not impact Alamance-Burlington Early College at ACC which has already started and is located
on the community colfege campus.

The defayed opening would allow environmental inspectors time to further evaluate and address issues at all
campuses and aflow time for both the ABSS Board of Education, Alamance County Commissfoners, and the
county'’s state delegation fo hold a Special called Joint meeting Monday at 3 p.m. to discuss next steps.

Mold issues were found over the weekend at Cummings High School, Broadview Middle School, and Williams
High School. Andrews Elementary and Newlin Elementary also had mold earlier this month.

So far, the District has spent over $1.2 million on mold remediation and HVAC repairs at Andrews and Newlin.

“We want our students to be back in school, but afso want this work to be done effectively to prevent these
issues from happening in the future. We have to address it appropriately,” said Board Chair Sandy Ellington-
Graves.

ABSS Board Chair Sandy Eflington Graves, along with Vice Chair Ryan Bowden and Alamance Counly
Commissioners Craig Turner, Steve Carter, ABSS Superintendent Dr. Dain Butler, and Deputy Superintendent
Lowell Rogers visited Williams High School Tuesday afterncon fo see the mold issues firsthand.

"This is nof how we wanled to start the school year. Fixing these issues is going to take resources we don’t
have. That's why we need time fo assess, meef with our Commissioners and state delegation, and determine
the best course of action going forward.” said Dr. Dain Bulfer, Superintendent.

"We want fo assure families that the District is taking this situation very seriously and we are addressing issues
as quickly and effectively as possible.”

Earlier Alert this evening:
Visual Inspection Reveals More Mold Issues at ABSS Campuses

A visual inspection today has revealed mold issues at upwards of a dozen Alamance-Burlington Schools today.
While these schools must be officially tested, preliminary findings have revealed mold issues on some surfaces
and walls in some focations. The District is stilf awaiting official air quality and lab results for Cummings High
School, Williams High School, and Broadview Middle School.

"This news comes at the worst possible time, just days ahead of students returning to classrooms across
ABSS," said Superintendent Dr. Dain Butler. "However, the safety of our students and staff is our top priority.
We must address these issues, understanding that some can be quick fixes while others will require more
substantial ime and resources to fully remediate.”

On Tuesday afternoon, ABSS Board Chair Sandy Ellington Graves, Vice Chair Ryan Bowden, Alamance
County Commissioner Vice Chair Steve Carter, Commissioner Craig Turner, Superintendent Butler and Deputy
Superintendent Lowell Rogers visited Williams High School to see the mold issues firsthand.

Preliminary assessments indicate the root causes stem from a combination of the age of some school
buildings, HVAC systems with insufficient air flow, high humidity levels this summer, and structural damage that
has developed over time. These factors have contributed to and exacerbated the mold issues present in parts
of multiple schools across the district. The persistent humidity accelerated the mold growth in certain facilities
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this summer.

“‘While frustrating, this presents an opportunity to make improvements that will benefit ABSS schools for years
to come. We owe it to our community to provide safe and healthy learning environments for our students. That
is our focus in the days ahead,” Butler added when speaking to the Commissioners today.

More details will be released as testing and remediation plans progress. The school district will continte
collaborating with county and state leaders to defermine next steps.

Happy to discuss further.
Sandy

SANDY ELLINGTON-GRAVES,

Board Chair

Alamance-Burlington Board of Education
1712 Vaughn Rd

Burlingfon, NC 27217 (336) 516-2348
ABSS Website:

Alamance-Burlington 5chool System
Student Centered, Future Focused! hitps:/fabss.k12.nc.us

Please note that correspondence to or from this email address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disctosdlto third parties.

Please note that correspondence to or from this email address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties,

Amy Galey August 22, 2023 at 10:40 PM
| can attend. How much ESSER funds are remaining? Were there not plans to replace the HVAC units?

Support Software by Zendesk
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10/27/23, 10:11 AM Mail - Samuel Ward (Sen. Amy Galey) - Outlook

Re: ABSS Available Funds

Sandy Ellington-Graves <sandy_ellingtongraves@abss.k12.nc.us>
Mon 8/28/2023 12:54 PM

To:Sen. Amy Galey <Amy.Galey@ncleg.gov>

Cc:Dain Butler <dain_butler@abss. k12.nc.us>;Charles Parker <charles_parker@abss.k12.nc.us>;Chuck Marsh
<chuck_marsh@abss.k12.nc.us>;Craig Turner <Craig.Turner@alamance-nc.com>;Dan ingle <dan_ingle@abss.k12.nc.us>;Donna
Westhrooks <donna_westbrooks@abss.k12.nc.us>;Heidi York <Heidi York@alamance-nc.com>;John Paisley

<John. Paisley@alamance-nc.com>;Polly Riddell (Rep. Dennis Riddell) <Polly.Riddell@ncleg.gov>;Rep. Dennis Riddell
<Dennis.Riddell@ncleg.gov>;Rep. Stephen Ross <Stephen.Ross@ncleg.gov>;Ryan Bowden <ryan_bowden@abss.k12.ncus>;
Samuel Ward (Sen. Amy Galey) <Samuel Ward@ncleg.gov>;Steve Carter <Steve.Carter@alamance-nc.com>;Tammy Ross (Rep.
Stephen Ross) <Tammy.Ross@ncleg.gov>;Wt Lashley <wt.lashley@alamance-nc.com>;Pamela T. Thompson

<pamela thompson@alamance-nc.com:>

You don't often get email from sandy_ellingtongraves@abss k12.nc.us. Learn why this is important

Good afternoon!
Here is the last piece of information you asked for in regards to ABSS funding:

Lottery - Current Unspent Balance on ABSS Books - $20,814. Per DP1 Lottery Report we have
$2,603,000 - Unspecified as of 7.27.23

Capital Reserves - Current Unspent Balance on ABSS Books - $14,900,710. Each of these are.
designated projects.

UnRestricted Fund Balance in ABSS PayGo Funds - $252,582 (Unaudited)

On Aug 25, 2023, at 10:59 AM, Sen. Amy Galey <Amy.Galey@ncleg.gov> wrote:

Making sure that Commissioner Thompson is definitely included — 1 thought | included her in original
email, remember making sure | had correct email address, but apparently | did something incorrect
and it didn’t attach her name.

| know that every single one of us is concerned about getting the schools open to students asap.
Accomplishing that will be easier if we all have this information before the meeting on Monday.
When | have asked those in charge of appropriations in Raleigh about whether there may he state
funds, these are the first questions that | am asked by them. | would appreciate having this
information by the close of business today so that Rep Ross, Rep Riddell, and | can effectively
advocate in Raleigh for ABSS.

Thanks so much—
Sen Amy Galey

From: Dain Butler <dain_butler@abss.k12.nc.us>

Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2023 5:46 PM

To: Sen. Amy Galey <Amy.Galey@ncleg.gov>

Cc: Charles Parker <charles_parker@abss.k12.nc.us>; Chuck Marsh <chuck_marsh@abss.k12.nc.us>;
Craig Turner <craig.turner@alamance-nc.com>; Dan Ingle <dan_ingle@abss.k12.nc.us>; Donna
Westbrooks <donna_westbrooks@abss.k12.nc.us>; Heidi York <HeidiYork@alamance-nc.com>; John
Paisley <lohn.Paisley@alamance-nc.com>; Polly Riddell (Rep. Dennis Riddeil)
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RE: ABSS Available Funds

Sen. Amy Galey <Amy.Galey@ncleg.gov>
Fri 8/25/2023 10:59 AM

To:Dain Butler <dain_butler@abss.k12.nc.us>

Cc:Charles Patker <charles_parker@abss.k12.nc.us>;Chuck Marsh <chuck_marsh@abss.k12.nc.us>;Craig Turner
<craig.turner@alamance-nc.com>;Dan Ingle <dan_ingle@abss.k12.nc.us>;Donna Westbrooks
<donna_westbrooks@abss.k12.nc.us>;Heidi York <Heidi.York@alamance-nc.com>;John Paisley <John.Paisley@alamance-
ne.coms;Polly Riddell {Rep. Dennis Riddell) <Polly.Riddell@ncleg.gov>;Rep. Dennis Riddell <Dennis.Riddell@ncleg.gov>;Rep.
Stephen Ross <Stephen.Ross@ncleg.gov>;Ryan Bowden <ryan_bowden@abss.k12.nc.us>;Samuel Ward (Sen. Amy Galey)
<Samuel Ward@ncleg.gov>;Sandy Ellington-Graves <sandy_ellingtongraves®abss k12.nc.us>,;Steve Carter

<steve carter@alamance-nc.com:>; Tammy Ross {Rep. Stephen Ross) <Tammy.Ross@ncleg.gov>; Wt Lashley

<WT Lashley@alamance-nc.com>;Pamela T. Thompson <Pamela.Thompscn@alamance-nc.com>

Making sure that Commissioner Thompson is definitely included — I thought | included her in original email,
remember making sure | had correct email address, but apparently | did something incorrect and it didn’t attach
her name.

| know that every single one of us is concerned about getting the schools open to students asap. Accomplishing
that will be easier if we all have this information before the meeting on Monday. When | have asked those in
charge of appropriations in Raleigh about whether there may be state funds, these are the first questions that |
am asked by them. | would appreciate having this information by the close of business today so that Rep Ross,
Rep Riddell, and | can effectively advocate in Raleigh for ABSS.

Thanks so much—
Sen Amy Galey

Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2023 5:46 PM

To: Sen. Amy Galey <Amy.Galey@ncleg.gov>

Cc: Charles Parker <charles_parker@abss.k12.nc.us>; Chuck Marsh <chuck_marsh@abss.k12.nc.us>; Craig Turner
<craig.turner@alamance-nc.com>; Dan Ingle <dan_ingle@abss.k12.nc.us>; Donna Westbrooks
<gonna_westbrooks@ahss.k12.nc.us>; Heidi York <HeidiYork@alamance-nc.com>; John Paisley
<John.Paisley@alamance-nc.com>; Polly Riddell {Rep. Dennis Riddell} <Polly.Riddell@ncleg.gov>; Rep. Dennis
Riddell <Dennis.Riddeli@ncleg.gov>; Rep. Stephen Ross <Stephen.Ross@ncleg.gov>; Ryan Bowden
<ryan_bowden@abss.k12.nc.us>; Samuel Ward (Sen. Amy Galey) <Samuel Ward@ncleg.gov>; Sandy Ellington-
Graves <sandy_ellingtongraves@abss.k12.nc.us>; Steve Carter <steve.carter@alamance-nc.com>; Tammy Ross
{Rep. Stephen Ross) <Tammy.Ross@ncleg.gov>; Wt Lashley <\WT.Lashley@alamance-nc.com>

Suhject: Re: ABSS Availahle Funds

Absolutely. See you Monday.
Dain

On Thu, Aug 24, 2023 at 5:42 PM Office of Senator Amy S. Galey <amy.galey(@ncleg.gov> wrote:

Good evening-- Dr. Butler, in anticipation of the joint meeting next Monday, I would appreciate having
the following information in advance. Can you please tell me the balance in the following categories
of funds? Please see the below email from Jamey Falkenbury of DPI regarding their information about
ABSS funds.

1. ESSER/covid
2. Lottery
3. Capital reserves

https:#outlook.office365.com/mail/id/ AAQKAGNIZTU4AN2Q1LTALYWMINGIOZCOSNWMLTQZY]YYYmVIZWUWZQAQAHVDb%2F ZeZnu11l0d8agEsZBk...  1/3




10/27/23, 10:11 AM Mail - Samuel Ward {Sen. Amy Galey) - Outlook

4. Unrestricted fund balance
5. Unspent 2018 bond proceeds (from original projects that were proposed)

Thank you very much for providing this information.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Jamey Falkenbury
Date: 8/23/2023, 2:50:09 PM

Senator Galey,

Alamance County currently has the following Lottery Fund Balances:
PSBCF (annual) = $2.6 million
PSBRRF (repair and renovations) = $601k

ABSS COVID Monies = $10.8 million (some of this might already be spoken for or receipts might not
have been filed yet) — of that $7.8 million is ESSER Il

ESSER 11l allows for up to 5% of the overall funds to be spent on contracted repairs and maintenance
for land in buildings (including HVAC). Funding Code 325 (which is this allowable use) shows 0%
spent by ABSS to date. They should be able to use ESSER money for at least part of this project as
long as they make the justification that data shows students learn better in school and they need the
buildings up to code so students can get back in the classrooms to accelerate their learning... etc....

Hope all that helps. Let me know if you need anything else from our end.
All the best,

Jamey Falkenbury

Director of Government Affairs
Office of Superintendent Truitt

NC Department of Public Instruction

Jamey.Falkenbury@dpi.nc.qgov

Visit us on the web at hitps://dpi.nc.gov . All e-mail correspondence to and from this address is subject
to the North Carolina Public Records Law, which may result in monitoring and disclosure to third
parties, including law enforcement.

Dain Butler, Ed.D. Superintendent
Alamance-Burlington School System

1712 Vaughn Road « Burlington, NC 27217
Phone: 336-438-4002

ABSS Website: hitps://abss.k12.nc.us

Alamance-Burlington School System
Student Centered, Future Focused!
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Please note that correspondence to or from this email address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
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<Polly.Riddell@ncleg.gov>; Rep. Dennis Riddell <Dennis.Riddell@ncleg.gov>; Rep. Stephen Ross
<Stephen.Ross@ncleg.gov>; Ryan Bowden <ryan_bowden@abss.k12.nc.us>; Samuel Ward (Sen.
Amy Galey) <Samuel Ward@ncleg.gov>; Sandy Ellington-Graves
<sandy_ellingtongraves@abss.k12.nc.us>; Steve Carter <steve.carter@alamance-nc.com>; Tammy
Ross (Rep. Stephen Ross) <Tammy.Ross@ncleg.gov>; Wt Lashley <WT.Lashley@alamance-nc.com>
Subject: Re: ABSS Available Funds

Absolutely. See you Monday.
Dain

On Thu, Aug 24, 2023 at 5:42 PM Office of Senator Amy S. Galey <amy.galey@ncleg.gov>
wrote:

Good evening-- Dr. Butler, in anticipation of the joint meeting next Monday, I would
appreciate having the following information in advance. Can you please tell me the
balance in the following categories of funds? Please see the below email from Jamey
Falkenbury of DPI regarding their information about ABSS funds.

1. ESSER/covid
2, Lottery

3. Capital reserves
4, Unrestricted fund balance
5. Unspent 2018 bond proceeds (from original projects that were proposed)

Thank you very much for providing this information.

~~~~~~~~~~ Forwarded message ---------
From: Jamey Falkenbury
Date: 8/23/2023, 2:50:09 PM

Senator Galey,

Alamance County currently has the following Lottery Fund Balances:
PSBCF (annual) = $2.6 million
PSBRRF (repair and renovations) = $601k

ABSS COVID Monies = $10.8 million {some of this might already be spoken for or
receipts might not have been filed yet) — of that $7.8 million is ESSER Il1

ESSER 11l allows for up to 5% of the overall funds to be spent on contracted repairs and
maintenance for land in buildings (including HVAC). Funding Code 325 {which is this
aliowable use) shows 0% spent by ABSS to date. They should be able to use ESSER
money for at least part of this project as long as they make the justification that data
shows students learn better in school and they need the buildings up to code so students
can get back in the classrooms to accelerate their learning... etc....

Hope all that helps. Let me know if you need anything else from our end.
All the best,

Jamey Falkenbury
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Director of Government Affairs
Office of Superintendent Truitt
NC Department of Public Instruction

Jamey.Falkenbury@dpinc.gov

Visit us on the web at https://dpi.nc.gov . All e-mail correspondence to and from this
address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law, which may result in
monitoring and disclosure to third parties, including law enforcement.

Dain Butler, Ed.D. Superintendent
Alamance-Burlington School System

1712 Vaughn Road « Burlington, NC 27217
Phone: 336-438-4002

Alamance-Burlington School System .
Studeni Centered, Future r-miedg ABSS Website: https://abss.kK12.nc.us

Please note that correspondence to or from this email address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be

disclosed to third parties.

Please note that correspondence to or from this email address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
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From; Dain Butler <dain_butler@abss.k12.nc.us>

Sent: Friday, August 25, 2023 11:09 AM

To: Billy Lashley <WT.Lashley@alamance-nc.com>; Craig Turner <craig.turner@alamance-nc.com>; Heidi York
<Heidi York@alamance-nc.com>; lohn Paisley <John.Paisley@alamance-nc.com>; Pamela T. Thompson
<Pamela.Thompson@alamance-nc.com>; Rep. Dennis Riddell <Dennis.Riddell@ncleg.gov>; Sen. Amy Galey
<Amy.Galey@ncleg.gov>; Steve Carter <steve.carter@alamance-nc.com>; Tammy Ross (Rep. Stephen Ross)
<Tammy.Ross@ncleg.gov>; boardd| <boarddi@abss.k12.nc.us>

Subject: Fwd: ABSS Available Funds

All,

Please see below. This should answer all of your questions. If not, please let me know and I will touch base with
my staff. Looking forward to seeing all of you on Monday.

Dain

---------- Forwarded message -—--------

From: Greg Hook <greg_hook®abss k12.nc.us>

Date: Thu, Aug 24, 2023 at 9:00 PM

Subject: Re: ABSS Available Funds

To: Kimberly McVey <kimberly_mcvey@abss k12.nc.us>

€C: Dain Butler <dain_butler@ahss.k12 nc.us>, Lowell Rogers <lowell_rogers@abss.k12.nc.us>

See attached Power Point. Remaining bond funds that are not part of budget amount at each school:

Cummings S 901,500.00

Eastern S 1,445,000.00

Graham $ 1,599,174.00

Western $ 2,148,000.00

Williams S 284,782.00

Southern S 915,436.00
S

Pleasant Grove
South Mebane |S  239,864.00
S
Southeast -
Total S 7,533,756.00

1

Greg Hook, Chief Operations Officer
1712 Vaughn Road

Burlington, NC 27217

Phone: 336-438-4000 Ext: 20091

Alamance-Burlington School System ABSS Website: https://abss.k12.nc.us
Siudent Centerad, Future Focused)

On Thu, Aug 24, 2023 at 6:12 PM Kimberly McVey <kimberly_mcvey@abss.k12.nc.us> wrote:

E 2,3,4 in my spreadsheet
i

£
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10/27/23, 10:16 AM Mail - Samuel Ward (Sen. Amy Galey) - Outiook
On Thu, Aug 24, 2023, 5:47 PM Dain Butler <dain_butler@abss.k12.nc.us> wrote:

Alj,

| appreciate your hard work today. Please see the request below from Senator Galey. Please make this a
priority.

Thanks,

Dain

---------- Forwarded message ~~rmr-m-

From: Dain Butler <dain_butler@abss k12.nc.us>

Date: Thu, Aug 24, 2023 at 5:46 PM

Subject: Re: ABSS Available Funds

To: Office of Senator Amy S. Galey <Amy.Galey@ncleg.gov>

CC: Charles Parker <charles_parket@abss.k12.nc.us>, Chuck Marsh <chuck _marsh@abss.k12.nc us>, Craig
Turner <craig.turner@alamance-nc.com>, Dan Ingle <dan_ingle@®abss.k12 .nc.us>, Donna Westbrooks
<donna_westbrooks@abss.k12.nc.us>, Heidi York <Heidi.York@alamance-nc.cam:>, John Paisley
<John.Paisley@alamance-nc.com>, Polly Riddell {Rep. Dennis Riddell} <polly.riddeli@ncleg.gov>, Rep.
Dennis Riddell <Dennis.Riddeli@ncleg.gov>, Rep. Stephen Ross <Stephen.Ross@ncleg,gov>, Ryan Bowden
<ryan_bowden@abss.k12.nc.us>, Samuel Ward <Samuel.Ward@ncleg.gov>, Sandy Ellington-Graves
<sandy_ellingtongraves@abss.k12.nc.us>, Steve Carter <steve.carter@alamance-nc.com>, Tammy Ross
(Rep. Stephen Ross) <tammy.ross@ncleg.gov>, Wt Lashley <WT.Lashley@alamance-nc.com>

Absolutely. See you Monday.
Dain

On Thu, Aug 24, 2023 at 5:42 PM Office of Senator Amy S. Galey <amy.galey@ncleg.gov> wrote:

Dain Butler, Ed.D. Superintendent
Alamance-Burlington School System

1712 Vaughn Road ¢ Burlington, NC 27217
Phone: 336-438-4002

Alalnaﬁcedaur”ngton School 5ystem ABSS WebSiteZ httDSZ//abSS.k12.nC.US
Student Centered, Future Focused!
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