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INTERVIEW WITH OFC. MAURICIO CALDERON
Q=Detective Daniel Kohli
Q1=Detective Ruben Esparza
A=0fc. Mauricio Calderon
Al=(Michael Selium)
Good afternoon.

Yeah.

Uh, we are recording. Uh, it is, uh, March 31st. And we are here at the Hilton,
uh, Garden Inn Lompoc with Officer...

Calderon.

From the Lompoc Police Department. Officer Calderon is, uh, here
accompanying, uh, by his attorney.

(Michael Selyem) of (Castillo Harper).

Okay. Um, before we get started, I want to confirm officer Calderon that you
are making a voluntary statement.

[ am.
Okay. Has anyone from your agency ordered you to give a statement?
No.

Okay. And we are here today to discuss, uh, the incident that occurred within
the city limits of Lompoc on March 28th.

Okay.

Um, can you please tell me about your background and experience as it, uh,
years in law enforcement training assignments that you have had, please.
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I started my career in law enforcement in March of 1995. Uh, total years is 26.
I started in the city of Guadeloupe. Uh, been a, uh, canine handler. I worked,
uh, street narcotics. Uh, major narcotics. Um, gangs. Um, currently work
patrol with the city of Lompoc. And I’ve done, uh, different investigations
anywhere from traffic collisions, DUI patrol. Uh, narcotics investigations.
Anything in between.

Okay. What’s your, uh, current rank?
Uh, police officer.

Police officer. Okay. Um, Officer Calderon just, uh, so kinda know how this-
we’re gonna go- we’re gonna go through some of your background questions
that we just did. We’ll ask some little more specific questions. And then we’re
gonna go into a, essentially like a narrative part where I’m gonna have you
kinda of explain to us what happened on this incident. Um, once the questions
are done, we’ll take a quick break. Uh, we’ll — we’ll talk to our partners. And
if there’s more follow up questions, we’ll come back and we’ll ask you those
questions at that time. Okay. Just so you have an understanding as to what to
expect for — for this interview. Okay. Um, moving on to some of those other
questions. I, um, what — what shifts do you — do you work, uh, currently at the
Lompoc Police Department?

I work, uh, Saturday, Sunday, Monday and every other Tuesday.

Okay. So, on — on the night of the 28th, uh, how many sh- like what shift was
that for you?

This one would a been Saturday, Sunday and the Monday shift. And it’s from
7am- 7pm to 7am.

Okay. So...

And this was a mid-shift. It would a been Sunday.
Okay. So that was your second day?

Yes, sir.

Okay. All right. Um, before coming into work, how much sleep did you get
before that work assignment?

Quite a full shift. As soon as I get off shift and I pretty much sleep all day
when I get home. So I usually go to sleep 8:00 o’clock, 8:30 at the latest. And
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I don’t wake up until about 5:00 o’clock the next morning. So I slept my full
10 hours.

Okay.

Yes.

So that — so that you had a 10 hour sleep before coming...

Oh, yes.

...into work?

Yes.

Okay. When did you last eat before the incident? And what did you eat?
Actually, I’'m on a diet now. Um, I actually noticed my weight start to spike
up. So I’ve been eating very light. So I've been eating just vegetables. And I
ate that just before I came to work. Um, so just fruits and vegetables pretty
much before I came to work.

Okay. Uh, do you remember how long before you started your shift?

Uh, I think it was about 5:30, 5:45 just before I came to work.

Okay. And are you or were you at the time taking any medication that would
have affect your ability to do your job?

Whatever medication I’'m taking is prescribed and I only take whatever, uh, is
recommended by the doctor, yes.

And did you consume any alcohol before the incident?
No.
And how were you dressed for this? During this incident.

Uh, my patrol uniform which is the navy blue, um, LAPD uniform I — I guess.
Which has the, uh, city patches. Says police on there. I also had my, uh, gun
belt that has all the gear on there handcuff. Or actually the — the, um, drop
holster which has my service weapon on there. Uh, then I have what’s called a
load bearing vest which has the other equipment on there. My radio. Uh, other
pockets on there, which I stored other equipment that I use through out the
shift on that loading — load bearing vest. It also has my badge. Has my name
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plate. Um, and, uh, other equipment that I may need on the run on this — my
shift. Uh, I guess for work.

And what firearm do you carry?

Uh, 9mm Glock.

You know the model?

Uh, 27 I believe. The Gen4. Gen4. Glock27.

Okay. And how do you load your weapon?

They — by hand, I guess. Uh...

Like how many — how many rounds do you put in?

Oh, there’s, uh, 15 rounds in the mag. And then one in the chamber.

Okay. And — and were you carrying any backup weapons?

No. I don’t carry backup. No.

Okay. And — and now we’re gonna transition into the — actually do you know
there’s — there’s a little — a few more questions that we found out earlier this
morning, um, that they was a — a meeting this morning, uh, that you guys went
to. That you went to the police station to review some videos.

Yes.

Um, so | kinda want a- talk to you a little bit more about that meeting.

Uh-huh.

Um, as to what time you got to the station? Who you met with? And what
information was provided to you?

Well, it’s briefing is what we had. If that’s what you’re asking about. We had
a briefing. We showed up there at 7:00 o’clock. And when we show up, we go
over, um, any activity that occurred during the day.

Uh, um, I’'m talking about today.

Oh.
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This — this morning before you came over here.

Yeah. Yeah. We — we met, um, when I showed up, obviously we were told to
be there at 9:00 o’clock. Um, when I arrived there, um, they told me that
Officer (White) or Corporal (White) was already meeting with our attorney.
Uh, they told me to wait in the detective office, uh, office until I was called.
Um, roughly about an hour later, I was called, uh, to go meet with the
attorney. And we went over some videos.

Okay. And who — who had told -who had told you to go to the office today to
— to meet?

We had already planned it. Uh, I think it was — it would a been Monday
morning, [ guess around 4:30, Sam.

Okay. And then once you were at the — at the station, did you meet with
anyone other than your attorney or prior to meeting with your attorney, did
you meet with anyone else?

No. I walked straight into the station. Uh, reported to the detective bureau we
were supposed to.

Mm-hm.

I sat right there and waited until, uh- uh, I thought it was late ‘cause I didn’t
see anybody. And they said, no, actually, uh, Corporal (White) is already with
the attorney. Then I just waited to be called.

Okay. And when — when you were called, and- and I’m not asking any
questions about the discussion you had with your attorney. Uh, but once you
started reviewing the videos. Uh, were you given any type of admonishment
before you were allowed to review the videos?

No, sir.

Okay. How did you come into possession of those vides?

Uh, the attorney already had them in his possession.

Okay. And were you given any instructions as to what you can or cannot
view? Or what items you can review?

Um, no sir. Uh, we were told ahead of time on Monday. Again, I say Monday
morning. Um, because there was a concern. Um, are we okay to see any
videos and sergeant — Sergios Arias said he actually already had reviewed the
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policy. And that we were well within our rights to actually review the — any
videos that we had. So when the videos were handed over, uh, were — were in
our attorneys possession, I had no questions as to — to legality because |
already had prior knowledge from our sergeant that he said that we were in
within our (unintelligible).

Which, uh, which videos did you review today?

Uh, he handed me a video from Officer (Carrillo), Officer (Strong), Officer
(Mendoza), Officer (White), the one from my car. And then one from the city.

Okay. And did you review...

Oh, I’'m sorry. There’s another one from Officer, uh, Corporal (Guerra).
Corporal (Guerra). Okay.

Yes.

And can you briefly explain to me, like, what was the viewing procedure. Like
how did you watch these videos?

I started with mine first.

Okay.

Um, and then we just pretty much put in the computer. And let the video load
and then we just hit play. And then just let the video play on it’s on and then
just watch them.

Okay. Did you watch the entire length of every video?

Uh, pretty much. Yes. I mean up until, I guess, until the actual incident took
place. ‘Cause I think some of the videos went further.

Mm-hm.

But we just went up until we were satisfied that we had seen what we needed
to see.

Okay. And did you watch all those videos from all the — all the dash cams?
What I explained, yes.

Okay. And how many times do you think you reviewed each video?
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I think at least once. But some of those we did playback, uh, a couple times.
Yes.

Okay. Um, you remember which videos you watch multiple times or which
videos you watched only once?

I want to say that all the videos we watched several times. Um, especially the
ones where — there were shots — that we can actually the muzzle flashes of the
guns. ‘Cause we’re trying to count how many actual shots were fired. Um, but
as far as we keeping the tally, I didn’t even think about even — but I know that
we watched each video several times, yes.

Okay. And who all was with present with you when you were reviewing these
videos?

On — when I was just my — the attorney and 1.

Okay. And as you were watching these videos, uh, did you pause them?
Rewind them? Forward them as you were watching them?

We paused and re-winded them, yes.
Okay.
And we did forward them, yes, so all the above.

And during, uh-uh, during those videos, did you, like, manipulate those videos
in any other way, like, you know, put them on fast forward and watch them at
a faster pace? Or watch them at a slower pace?

No, all we did was again, was put play. Let them go. If there’s any part that
we thought we had r- uh, see again, we take the mouse. And we just kinda
move the arrow on the screen over. But we didn’t — I mean that’s the only
thing that we did is either move the little cursor on the actual screen. Either
forward or back? And then let it play on its own.

Okay.
Um, and then if there’s a section of the actual clip that we thought we needed
to view is we try to click it quick enough to make it stop. But that’s the only

thing that we did.

Can — can you explain that one more time. I didn’t quite get that.
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Yeah, so if the clip was playing...
Mm-hm.

...and if there was something that we wanted to see, then we would try to
click it soon enough. For example, there’s a clip on there where the person
lifts his arm up. And we try to click it there to show what he was holding. And
that’s when we try to — that’s where we clicking on.

Okay. Do- do you recall which video that was?
Yeah. It’s on Officer (Mendoza)’s.

Officer (Mendoza)’s. Okay. And after those — after you reviewed the videos,
did you meet with anyone?

No. We — well, we — we left there and we met with, uh, Officer, uh, Corporal
(White) and then we came here.

Did you meet with, uh, Captain (Martin)?

Oh, yes. We met with cap- [ met with Captain (Martin) and the chief and they
made a s- or they made me sign a, uh- a form saying that I’'m on paid
administrative leave pending the outcome of the investigation.

Okay. Did you meet with them — both of them at the same time? Or were there
individually?

No, in the same. They were in the same office.
They were in the same office?
Yes, sir.

Okay. And other than signing of the — the leave paperwork, was anything else
discussed?

They just said that obviously I need to go talk to a, uh, see somebody about a
fitness for duty examination. And then once that’s established then it will be
determined if I can return to the duty and how — how soon that’s gonna be?
And that was all that was discussed. The one that walked in that the end of the
conversation, I don’t know how because I wasn’t really paying attention was,
uh, Sergeant (Chisolm). He’s from, um, training and standards. The IA
sergeant. He walked in towards the end.
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Okay. And was there any discussion pertaining this incident?

Not in de- no, nothing that he — the only thing he mentioned is, again, um, this
investigation is being conducted by the sheriff’s office. You didn’t do
anything wrong. There’s a process that needs to be conducted and then he just
kinda went over a blanket statement. And said that there’s a form that you
guys need to assign. Uh, just says it’s pretty much getting paid pending
investigation and that’s pretty much it.

Okay. Um, not we kind a go into that free narrative that we were talking
about. Um, where if you can start with how your day started. How you
became aware of the call and just kind give us your version of how things
happened as you recall them.

Okay. So, again, on that day we arrived for work. It starts at 7:00 o’clock. So
we all sat down in briefing. We went over the daily activity and how it can
maybe, possibly bleed over into our shift. Um, after we went over that, we
usually go over training issues. Usually, it involves officer safety issues. It
may or may not effect how we, um, uh, deal with, uh, issues again, usually
officer safety issues. That in this case, we’re talking about, um, attacks on
officers dealing with, uh, with knives. So once we talked about that, dispatch
mentioned that, uh, I think they called — they dispatch the call. I don’t
remember the call. But we all left briefing. When we were down, uh, checking
out our vehicles, I remember they dispatched Officer, uh, (Carrillo). His body
number is sa- his call sign is 30. And Officer (Strong) which is number 24 to a
suspicious male, possibly armed with a gun at the old theatre. Uh, on H and G.
George Street or the ally way. So I was still actually in the process of cleaning
out my car. And, uh, I remember I still had my gloves on because I was
wiping down. We have a policy we have to wipe down the cars because of
Covid. So I was wiping down the car. And I remember looking over at the-
Officer (Carrillo). And he had just finished cleaning out his car. But had
already, uh, re- or, uh, put his magazine in his — in his, uh, rifle. So I know he
was ready. So he puts his rifle back in his car. Seats in driver seat. And then I
look over and I don’t see anybody else with him. So then he gets in his car and
starts driving away while I’m thinking well, [ haven’t started cleaning out my
car yet other than wiping it down. But he can’t go to a call by himself.
Especially not with a man with a gun call. So he starts pulling out of the
parking lot. I don’t see the other two guys anywhere near ready to go back
him up. So I follow him out. So I still have my gloves on because he — he’s
still going to a call by himself. So as he’s driving over there, he pulls,
obviously onto Ocean Street. Goes left towards G Street. Turns onto G Street
when he starts turning into a small ally, uh, between, uh, Ocean and Walnut.
Um, I continue northbound on G Street. And I tell him I’'m gonna continue
north and set up there. And then he says copy. But then he tells me actually he
wanted to follow me and I said, no, I’ll continue north. That way you can
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flush him out. If he continues north. And he goes copy. Then he says, no.
Come with me incase there’s a crossfire. I said, no. I'll stay out of your way
incase he comes north. So he acknowledges. When I get there, I park my car,
um, right by, um, a building that’s on the south side of the street and on the
block of East Walnut. Uh, in a — in a way that, uh, that I know that the subject
won’t be able to see me. But will also allow me cover. And I’m also keeping
in mind what Officer (Carrillo) said, crossfire. So I bring up my- I keep in
mind also that there’s a potential, uh, hand gun, um, that might be involved.
So I didn’t want to just draw my- my — my service weapon. So in this case, |
choose to, uh, bring out my AR15, my rifle. So I bring out the — the rifle and I
make it ready by loading a- a round in it. By pulling back the, uh, the receiver
and I load a round in there. Bring it from safety to fire mode for me just —
loaded and ready to go. As I'm walking out of the patrol car, I kinda glance
back and I see, uh, another patrol car coming. Uh, I don’t know who that is
but I kinda just glance really quick. But at the same time I hear, uh, officer —
Officer (Carrillo) say that he sees the subject in the open lot which I'm now
looking directly in front of me. Uh, walking around. And he describes him as
wearing, uh, black shorts. And a blue sweatshirt. So as I'm walking up there,
then I see Corporal (White) go forward. Even closer, uh, and then start getting
out of the car. Well, obviously I’'m not gonna let Officer (White) just kinda
make his approach. And I’'m gonna stay behind the car. So, that point, I walk
up, uh, with Officer (White) and to that point, I’'m not gonna stay behind the
building while he’s there by himself. So we both walk up. As I’'m walking up,
I see the person that Officer (Carrillo) described. Black bottoms. Blue
sweatshirt. But [ don’t see the person’s hands. So I yell at — I yelled at the
subject, “Police. Show me your hands.” At this point, the subject is actually
walking southbound. Uh, he’s walking northbound towards me. He turns
around. Uh, and walks, uh, southbound away from me. I yelled at him again,
“Show me your hands. Police.” Um, he kind a takes a few steps forward. But
hesitates. I don’t know what he saw or why he decided to turn back around
towards me. But he quickly turns around and starts coming back towards me. I
again, tell him stop. He — for whatever reason, glances up at me. I can see that
he’s got a mask on his face. I kinda got this, uh, chill just kinda just down my
—my whole body. I —I just kind a hard to explain. So then I — I didn’t have
much reacting time after that. Then next thing I know that he brings his hand
up. When he brought his hand up, he just started running. And then he kinda
just focused on his hand. And then that’s when I saw that he had a knife. And
then he just started just coming straight at me. And then bef- I didn’t have any
time after that to say anything else. I just started shooting. So I shot — I shot
once and then I knew I hit him. ‘Cause I saw him flinch. But he was still
coming. So I shot some more — a couple more times. And then when I saw
him fall, then I — then — when I saw him fall a few feet in front of me, then I
knew he was the- he was not coming any further. Then that’s when I stopped.
And then — and then I looked next to me. And that’s when I saw Officer
(White) standing next to me. So I — I never knew where Officer (White) up —
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up until then. And the only time that I heard the -my gun or the gun shot go
off was when my, um, gun was going off. ‘Cause I never really heard his gun
go off. And I know that the 9mm makes a louder sound than the- than mine
does. But I never heard the other one. So then once that happened, obviously,
I maintained, um, my gun pointed towards the person. ‘Cause I still didn’t
know if, uh, if he was still gonna get up or not. Um, so at that point there
during the first brief that we had, before any of this even happened, |
remember that we were talking in briefing that when we have a critical
incident and something we learn on that thing is that when you have multiple
officers speaking, um, it’s gonna create confusion. So on that incident there, |
also know that Officer (White) is on the SWAT team and he’s also a
supervisor. So that being said, is — I obviously, uh, allowed him to make the
call as to what’s gonna happen next. He’s standing there next to me. So I —1
Officer (White) at that point, uh, began directing units into the scene. At that
point, I saw, uh, Officer (Carrillo) and Officer, uh, (Strong) right up, uh, on
my left side. And, uh, also, Sergeant, um, (Morgan). Uh, they all stood- we all
stood side by side. And, um, then we started, uh, once we had enough officers
there, I s- I also think Officer (Molina) arrived, uh, after that. Once we had
enough officers there, um, officer, uh, or Corporal (White) began or as
dispatch to have AMR, uh, respond and stage. Uh, we didn’t want the AMR or
anybody to — to respond until we actually render the suspect, um, to be safe of
any weapons. So as I’'m standing there. I remember looking around. ‘Cause
I’'m thinking I don’t see a knife. But I know I saw a knife. But I don’t see it.
So, um, at that point there I hear, uh, Corporal (White) yelling, okay, um,
something about where’s the knife. We got to check for the knife. But then he
also started directing people to maintain, uh, obviously awareness of the
subject and to tactically make an approach. Uh, at that point there, he, uh,
directed, I believe it’s officer (Molina), uh, while the rest of us maintain, uh,
our- our weapons drawn to the subject. How to position the subject. And as
we made the approach, I think Officer (Molina) kept saying, “I don’t see a
knife. I don’t see a knife.” And again, I’'m kinda going, like, “There should be
a knife ‘cause I remember seeing a knife.” So, um, and then I heard Corporal
(White) saying, “Look for the knife. Look for the knife.” But then I’m telling
myself, I don’t see a knife. So then we kept getting closer. And then at that
point there, we were — we or — I don’t remember who ‘cause I'm still focus on
covering the person that’s on the ground. He pulled the subject. And I think
they turn him over ‘cause initially he laid on his back. And they check his
right hand and right by there is when — when they turn him is when I saw the
knife. And then that’s when, um, they — they saw that — I saw the knife and it
looked like it was a, uh, kitchen knife or a butcher knife. The handle was gray.
And on the video that we reviewed, uh, with, um, my attorney, that’s the only
audio that’s actually recorded. And you can actually hear, um, uh, Officer
(Molina) and Corporal (White) were the only one speaking. Corporal (White)
saying, uh, “Look for the knife. Look for the knife.” And you can hear, uh,
Officer Molina saying, “There is no knife. There is no knife. [ don’t see a
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knife.” And then eventually, uh, I believe there’s, uh, Officer (Molina) says,
“Oh, there’s the knife. There.” So eventually we did see the knife. And that’s
— I think the person may have fallen over the knife. But eventually the knife
was there. Uh, then after — after that — after we located the knife and the
subject was rendered safe, uh, that then, uh, we — we weren’t able to
administer any CPR on him because I’'m looking aright at him and he had a
really big hole in his head. So one of the shots were fired struck him in the
head and blew out his head. So there’s — we couldn’t a administer any CPR
because obviously it was evident that one of the round struck him. And most
likely cause death immediately on impact.

Um, you said the suspect was marrying -wearing a mask?
Yes.
Can you describe the mask?

Like I said it’s when he looked at me, that’s why I got the eerie feeling. I want
to say look either like a clown mask or something. It was — it was white but it
also had coloring on it. And when he — when — like I said, it’s when he looked
and he looked right at me, that’s — that’s when it just kind a gave me the
chills. And then that’s when he just kinda look and just pull out the knife and
started running at me. And that’s so- as far as I can remember, it was some
type of clown mask. Or something. It was white with coloring on it.

Was it like a full-face mask? Do you remember?

I don’t remember. I just remember it was a white mask and it had colors on it.
So I don’t know if it was full face or what it had. And I couldn’t tell anything
else because again, the bullet kinda. ..

And — and — and you’re saying it gave you a chill.
Yes.

Um, can you explain to me what you were feeling at that moment when you
got that chill? What do you mean by that?

Like I s- it — it was evident that this person was not gonna be running away. I
mean, s- [’ve had other people we’ve contacted before. And it — this person
here when he — the way he acted and the way he charged, it wasn’t that he was
trying to get away from us. This person, when I saw him coming towards me,
it di- I knew that if I didn’t stop him, he was either gonna kill me. Or — or
somebody else. And, uh, like I said, as I — at that point there, I knew that
officer white was close to me. I just didn’t know how close he was. And when
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I — when I saw him turn at me and the way he was running and coming at me,
um, that — that just scared the shit out of me to be honest with you.

Um, did you know this suspect before (unintelligible)?

I—TIdon’t even know. ‘Cause like said, there’s a mask. And then the way
everything played out. The wound. I — I- no. I don’t — I don’t even know who
this person is now.

Okay. Um, and I know as- as you’re describing this incident, you’re — you’re
kinda a, you know, motioning some stuff. Um, you know as far as how that —
that knife was placed in that — in the suspect’s hands. Can you — can you, like,
verbalizes that? And explain to me how that — that knife was held? Which
hand it was in? And where the knife was positioned?

Yeah, again, when — when the person was walking, uh, the — he was facing
away from me. So his hand would a been on the west side away from me.
When he turned around, it was now on the east side facing the ally towards
me. And then as he was running, um, I guess, like, some thing to jog in p- up
and down.

Mm-hm.

Um, but he was, like, (unintelligible) exaggerated movements. Um, so but his
distance, again, he was really closing in fast. Like really — really — he was
trying to cover speed very, very fast towards me. And it was obviously, he
was coming directly at me. He wasn’t going away from me. He was directly
focused really at me. So, yeah.

So as — as this person’s running towards you and you can see a knife in the
right hand, um, and how far was the person from you initially when you saw
them with the knife in their right hand?

When [ initially saw them?

Yeah.

Initially, when I saw him, I think they were about- I would say about 20-25
feet in the — in the open field where all the, um, overgrown plants are.

Mm-hm.

In that slab of cement.
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Okay. And when they started running towards you- when that person was
running towards you, um, how far were you when you — when you fired?

15-20 feet or so.

Okay. Um, w-can you explain the — the lighting and the weather condition that
night?

Well there was — it was a clear night. Um, there is a streetlight and also
Officer (White) had angled his car. So he had the, uh, um, lighting from
Officer (White)’s car. Um, I tried to activate the light on my, uh- uh, rifle. But
I couldn’t. It happened so quick that I couldn’t get it. And [ remember I was —
as [ was making the approach, I remember I was fumbling through. Again, I
just didn’t do it. And then after that but I was able to use a lighting from the
streetlight. And also from Officer (White)’s vehicle to illuminate. Uh, the
subject that is coming towards.

Okay.

But I didn’t not use anything on my — on my rifle. No.
Or your handheld flashlight?

No. No. No. I didn’t have time for that.

Um, how about any, um, like body worn cameras? Or anything? Did you have
any of those? Do...

We don’t have those yet. No, sir.
Okay. Was the in car video on your, uh, on your patrol car activated?

No, like I said, it’s — I had just started checking out my car. Um, so the — I did
have a mic that I checked out. But, uh, what I do first is I usually, well, wipe
down the vehicle. Then I will, uh, turn on the computer. I’ll put the, uh, mic in
there on the cradle so I can synch in the computer. And while that’s doing,
then I will go and get the, the, uh, rifle out. Check it out. And by that time, the
computer will already gone through all that needs to do. And then I’'ll log in
and — and do that. So when I saw Officer (Carrillo) leaving the parking lot by
himself, on the video you’ll actually show me — I’'m the only officer with
gloves on. Because I didn’t take off my gloves. Because I didn’t even take off
my gloves. I just took off. So that’s why I’m the only one wearing gloves.
‘Cause I didn’t even ta- bother taking oft my gloves. I just left. So I didn’t
even — to be honest with you, I didn’t even check out my- my rifle which I
probably should of. But I...
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When — when you encounter this person and you see the knife, what — what
are you — what’s going through your mind? What are you feeling at the
moment as this person is charging towards you? And you see a knife in their
hand?

Well like a — like I mentioned before is, initially when the person is walking
away from me, when I gave him the commands, at that point there, [ — I don’t
want to say I’'m okay with it. But in this point there, there was no threat to me.
He’s walking away from me. Initially, he saw me. And when I — when he —
when I pulled up, and when I parked, he was walk — he walking northbound.
He saw me. And he turned around and walked away from e. But that’s — I
didn’t give him a command then. When he walked away from me, I said,
“Police. Show me your hands.” He continued walking. There was still no
threat. I'm like, just gonna be like anybody else. But then it would still struck
me odd. Because why you walking away from me? Like, well, maybe —
maybe he’s still a little scared or something. I don’t know. But then when he
turned around and then glanced at me again over his shoulder, I’'m thinking,
that’s still a little odd. Because he’s still not complying. I mean, uh, why
aren’t you complying? I'm telling you — why — why aren’t you complying?
I’'m saying it really loud. But then when he turned around, and then when I
saw the mask and like, that’s when I got the eerie feeling. And then he brings
out the knife and he starts charging. But not only does he — does he starts
running, he turns and completely comes right at me. I’'m thinking this is not
good at all. If — and he distance he was covering. ‘Cause he started walking.
And then he starts running directly at me. I'm going th- again, it’s —it’s an
open lot. There are different ways you can go. You can go towards H Street.
Away from me. But you choosing to come right at me with a knife in your
hand. So there’s other avenues you can go to. But you’re coming right at me.
So if- if I let you get any closer to me, you’re — you’re gonna — yeah, you're
gonna kill me. So I have to either, if — if [ allowed you come any closer,
you’re gonna kill me, yes. And so obviously, in order to prevent him from
killing me, I had to react by — by shooting him.

Did you consider any other force options?

I didn’t have the time to. I didn’t have any options. I mean, it was that quick.
Um, did you try to use any de-escalation tactics?

I told him multiple times to show me his hands. I mean, like I said when I got
there, um, he knew who I was. I mean, I’'m saying I knew he was because he

looked right at me. And he started walking away the other way. And then he
glanced and then he saw me again. So, [ mean, I — [ mean, my presence was
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there. My voice commands were there. Um, I — I don’t know what other. I
mean it was that quick.

Now, when this person is running towards you with the knife, was there any
kind of obstruction in their way? Or was it just a complete open path directly
to you?

It was an open path. Uh, where- when he initially walked away from me, there
are some shrubs I guess. But — but again, I — when he was walking, uh, south
bound again. But then when he walked back towards me and ‘cause that’s
when he was walking kind of a little, uh, quicker. Then I think once he cleared
those shrubs is that when he started really running out towards with a knife.
Uh, but then that was clear. That’s completely clear. There’s no obstruction
there. And then he just bee-lined towards me.

And what did you do after the incident? After the — the subject goes down?
What did you do after that?

Again, | just maintained the position there. Uh, right when I saw that he fell,
uh, right in front of me. I just maintained my, um, my weapon, uh, angled at
him or pointed at him covering him. Um, ‘cause I knew there was other
officers on the scene waiting to see what else was gonna happen. And that’s
when I heard, uh, Officer (White), um, beginning or again, that’s when I heard
and also waited for the other officers to arrive. And then that’s when, uh,
again | had said, okay. And then I'm gonna wait. [ remember seeing him here
earlier. He’s gonna be here right now. And sure enough he showed up and
that’s when the orders started to be, uh, given to — what needs to be done. Uh,
‘cause again, I’'m not gonna start causing confusion. And that’s when the
orders started to be given.

What did you do with your, uh, with your firearm?

I held onto it, obviously. Uh, that point there, uh, once, uh, again the situation
was deemed to be safe. Uh, once the weapon the person had was located and
that was also deemed to be safe, and there was no need to, uh, render any
further aide and no officers were injured, then, uh, Sergeant (Morgan) asked
who the officers were involved in the shooting. Uh, I told him I was one of
them. Uh, Officer (White) said he was the other one. And they pulled us aside.
I said, okay. We don’t want you to talk to each other. Uh, we didn’t. Uh, right
after that, uh, he asked me to j- he says okay, we’re gonna ask you a couple of
safety brief questions, I think is what he mentioned it. He asked me what the
back drop was. I said, well, mine was obviously H Street and the open lot.
And, uh, he said how many rounds did you shoot? He said, I'm guessing four,
maybe five. And as far as I could remember that’s all that he asked me. I don’t
remember him asking me any other — any other questions. He took my
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weapon from me there. He didn’t, uh, my rifle. He didn’t take my, uh, side
arm because I didn’t shoot that one. Um, they did take that side arm from me
later. Uh, the forensics, uh, CSI team did. Um, and then after that I was taken
back to the station. We were put in separate rooms. And later we met with our
attorney and that was it.

Have you discussed this incident with, uh, any- any other — anybody else? Or
you and Officer (White)?

No, just my wife and family.

Okay. Uh, who all did you — with your wife and who else in your family?
My — my kids. Uh, ‘cause...

And...

And “cause they’re obviously, I told them they eventually, you’re gonna see it
in the paper. So you guys see it in the paper, obviously I don’t want you guys
to be all freaking out if people start asking you guys questions. So yeah, I told
them. And...

What — how much detail did you sh-...

Oh, I didn’t tell them any details. I just said, this- “I — I was obviously at
work. Um, something happened at work. I shot and killed somebody. I can’t
give you any details but just so you guys are aware.” My wife, obviously,
knows all the details. But not the kids, no.

Does she know the same details that you shared...
Yes.

...with me? Um, and so you have — you have reviewed the — the videos, um,
as provided by your agency? Um, in addition to those, have you reviewed any
other videos out on social media? Or on anybody’s personal, uh, devices or
anything like that?

Yeah, I obviously saw the press release — not the press release. But the one
that they put on (Lompoc) record. And then, uh, my son, he, uh, was able to
find some on YouTube. And he — the ones that they did same thing on the
KSBY and KCOY. Showed me those. Whatever those were at the — the two
minute — two-minute ones. But that’s about it.

Actual videos?
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The press releases is the ones they did.
Press release.
Not the videos. But the actual...
Okay.
...release.
So — so you haven’t seen any videos of this incident...
No. No.
...outside of what your agency has showed you?
No.

Okay. Um, prior to, uh, leaving- leaving briefing that day. Was there any ty-
as — as you guys are getting ready to leave briefing to go to this call, was there
any discussion, uh, amongst, uh, your squad as to what type of actions you
guys would take? Was there any type of, like, use of force planed that was
developed? Or de-escalation plans that were — that were developed if — if and
when you guys encounter this subject?

Yeah. Uh, this subject? Or any subject in general?
This subject.
Uh, I don’t — I don’t mean...

Uh, um, was there any — any plan that was developed that if you guys find this
subject that, you know one person would do this? Or this...

No. No. No. Because not really for this person because the thing is that we
had actually already talked about this scenario in general. So and that’s why
Officer (Carrillo) on the way there, I actually left him because we actually was
talking about it on the way there. If you se- on the radio call, he says, “Why
don’t you follow me?” And I said, no. I’'m gonna — so I guess the — the plan,
we’re devising it as we’re responding. Um, and as far as the safety plan, that’s
when I kind a talked about is that, uh, when we have something like that is
we’re gonna allow either the more experienced officer or a supervisor to take
control. Um, or whoever the, um, um, primary officer is gonna be to do that.
Well, in this case here, again the reason I did that was because we have a
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supervisor which is, uh, Officer (White). Then he’s also on the SWAT team.
So I said, well if you’re here, then go ahead and take — assume, uh, control
But one thing that we had mentioned is that, uh, before we, uh, do anything is
that we have to first of all is we have to make sure that if there’s any officers
that are injured, then we have to care for them. Secondly is that we have to go
in there and render, uh, the suspect and make sure that they — he doesn’t pose
any other threat to anybody else. Uh, we have AMR begin to stage before we
allow them to come in so that they don’t, uh, um, get injured in any other way.
Uh, but in this case here, um, there’s no need for AMR. Because it was
obvious that the person, there’s nothing we can do to help this person out. So
as far as that goes, we weren’t talking about that as we were leaving the
station, no. But we already had that in place before any of this happened. We
talked about that frequently, um, during our briefings. Yes. So we pretty much
know what’s gonna happen before it happens. So, yes, we — we already knew
about that. Yes.

You have anything?

I’1l, uh, just a few things here. Uh, when you were addressing the suspect, was
the suspect responding to you either verbally or physically in anyway? Was he
making any hand gestures? Or...

Just body as far as him glancing over towards me. So [ knew he was there and
then walking away. And then but nothing verbal. Not — not a word.

Uh, what — what was your position when you fired the, the shots? Where were
you at positioned?

Actually, I walked completely a — across the street. Or the s- the sidewalk —
the ally. Um, ‘cause I was trying to — when I saw Officer (White) get out of
his patrol car, I was trying to stay in line with Officer (White) and I actually —
I wasn’t next to Officer (White) but I was walking — I left my point of cover.
‘Cause I saw Officer (White). And then I walked completely across the ally.
And that’s when the person started rushing.

Okay. So were you on the street? On the sidewalk? Uh, when you fired those
rounds, where were you?

I was, uh, already almost completely — I was, I think- I started backing up,
stumbling back.

Mm-hm.

And I was- first I walked to make — to yell at the subject. I walked all the way
through the ally onto that lot. And then when the guy started charging is when
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I started backing up. And that’s when I started firing. So I think I made it half-
way into the ally again.

Okay. Uh, how far you think the suspect was when you fired your first shot, if
you can estimate?

10 to 15 feet from me.
Okay. Did you say anything?
Not then.

Uh, prior to shooting?

No. Ididn’t have time to. Between backing up and trying to figure out what’s
going on, no. Too much stuff going on.

What were you feeling when you saw the suspect, like going towards you and
you saw the knife and — and then in his hand?

I’'m — I’'m gonna get stabbed or killed? This is like I said, I didn’t have time to
do anything. I — I couldn’t even speak. He just — he was just coming at me that
fast.

I know that’s what you were thinking. But you have any feelings in you?
What — what kind of feelings you think you...

Like I said, I just — just, the chills.
The chills.
Yeah, I was — like I said, I was just trembling.

Okay. Um, just to back up a little bit. [ know my partner inquired about the
videos you watched. Uh, and I know there was two sets of videos. One was,
basically normal view. And they have others that were wide screen basically.
Like you know, wider. Each video had different, uh, angles of it. Uh, one
being the normal view that you would normal see. And the other one being
more of a —a wide screen type, do you recall watching the wide screen? Or
one or the other?

I don’t remember being wide screen. I think they’re all b- I just remember,
like I just mentioned. Just put them in the thing. Put in play. [ don’t remember
them being wide screen.
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Okay. All right. And, uh, were you also provided access to the 911 call? Or
the radio traffic?

Yes.

Okay. Did you review either one of those two?

I did.

Uh, reviewed both?

Yes.

Okay. How many times do you recall listening to the 911 call?
I think we just reviewed it once at the- in the hotel room.
Okay. How about the radio traffic?

Just one time. Yes.

Just one time.

Yes.

You understand there was two different ones, right? I’'m talking about the 911
call. Where the RP called...

Yes.

...regarding the...

Yes. Yes.

...the man with gun.

Yes. Yes.

You listened to that and then as well at the radio traffic?
Yes.

Between you and — and the...

Yes.
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All three?
I think I’'m — you s- you reviewed that today? Or you reviewed that...

No, we reviewed — I didn’t re- not the one with (Carrillo). We didn’t review
that today at all. That with the radio traffic that you’re talking about with me
and (Carrillo), we reviewed those — all of those we reviewed them on the same
day. Um, at the hotel room on Monday morning, I guess.

Okay. So you reviewed the 911 call and the radio traffic on...
Yes.

...Monday morning?

Yes.

Not today?

No.

Today you only...

Was only videos.

Okay. Monday morning when you were provided access to the 911 call or the
radio traffic, who provide that to you?

Uh, who brought it in? Uh, shoot. I don’t remember who brough it in. But,
um, who brought it in? ‘Cause I know we were having trouble playing it. And
then we had to — have somebody bring us a laptop. I don’t even remember
who brought it to us. Um, oh, um, (Mike) (Miller). Detective, (Mike) (Miller)
brought it to us. And then, um, we were having a difficult time and then
Detective (Reyna) went out and got us a laptop. And then we had to call our
tech guy to walk us through. And officer or Corporal (White) was able to,
based on the instructions that our tech guy, uh, (Jim) (Brown) was able to
walk us through and then we were able to play them back using that way.

Who was in the room when you guys listened to those 911 calls or the radio
traffic?

It was Sergeant, uh, (Sergio) (Arias). Um- um, (Rob) (Doogan), an officer.
Um, (Reyna), Detective (Reyna). Um, our attorney, Corporal (White), me.



987
988
989
990
991
992
993
994
995
996
997
998
999
1000
1001
1002
1003
1004
1005
1006
1007
1008
1009
1010
1011
1012
1013
1014
1015
1016
1017
1018
1019
1020
1021
1022
1023
1024
1025
1026
1027
1028
1029

INTERVIEW WITH OFC. MAURICIO CALDERON
Case # 21-3520

Page 23

Ql: Okay. And that Monday morning, you remember what — about what time that
was?

A: I would say three in the morning. Between three and four. ‘Cause I think we
left here about 5am or something.

Ql: Mm-hm.

A: Somewhere between three and four.

Ql: And this was at the Lompoc Police Department?

A: No. No. No. This was over here at the Hilton.

Ql: Or o- at the hotel. Okay. Uh, but no, no — have radios or nothing? It was just
the 911 call and the (unintelligible)?

A: Yeah, I don’t know- no, just the 911.

Ql: Okay. And that was just once each, you said?

A: Yeah.

Ql: Gotcha. Anything else? Did you watch anything else? Or anything?

A: No, we didn’t have any — we -we kept asking for the videos. But they didn’t

have anything ready. ‘Cause we wanted to watch them that night, but they
didn’t have anything ready.

Ql: Okay. I think that was my follow up questions for now.

Q: Uh, we’re — we’re gonna take a, uh, quick break. And then, uh, the door will
be locked. And then w- before we come in, we’ll knock on the door. That way
you and — your attorney have some privacy.

A: Okay.

Q: So we’re gonna go ahead and, uh, turn off our recordings at this point.

This transcript has been reviewed with the audio recording submitted and it is an accurate
transcription.
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