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INTERVIEW WITH OFC. ANDREW WHITE
Q=Det. Ruben Esparza
Q1=Det. Daniel Kohli
Q2=Michael Selyem
A=0Ofc. Andrew White
Let me see here. Um, is it going or...
There you go.
Okay, I thought I did.
(Unintelligible).
Okays, it should be listening.
(Unintelligible).
Are we ready to go?
Yes, sir.
Mr. Selyem?
You ready?
Okay.
You’re good?
I’m ready.
You ready? Okay. All right, so we are recording, uh, it is March 23, uh, 2021.
Yeah, March -- sorry -- March 31, uh, 2021, approximately 11:25 in the

morning. Uh, we are here at the Hilton Garden in Lompoc with Officer...

Andrew White.
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...Andrew White from the Lompoc Police Department, and it - here with him
is his attorney...

Michael Selyem with Castillo Harper.

Okay. First of all, um, Officer White, I want to confirm that you are making a
voluntary statement?

Yes.
Okay. Has, uh, anyone from your agency ordered you to give a statement?
No, sir.

Okay. And we are here today to discuss the incident that took place on March
23,2021?

Uh, 28th.

Is it

28th.

Sorry. Yeah, the 28th, I wrote down the 23rd - March 28, 2021?
Yes, sir.

Uh, can you tell us, uh, about your background and experience, uh, which is,
uh, basically, years in law enforcement, training, assignments?

Sure. Um, I attended the Allan Hancock Police Academy. Um, my first job I
was hired as a police officer for the City of Lompoc. I’ve been here a little
over 14 years. While here I’ve worked various assignments, such as field
training officer, um, Gangs Narcotics, K-9 Handler, uh, and currently I’'m at
the rank of corporal.

Okay. How long have you been a corporal?

About two years now.

Um, can you tell me the shifts you have been workin’ on?

Primarily I work - I like to work night shifts. Uh, this rotation started in

January and I’'m working the weekend night shift, which consists of, uh, 7:00
to s- - 7:00 pm to 7:00 am Saturday, Sunday, Monday and every other
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Tuesday.
Okay. So on the date of this incident what day was this, as far as your week?

It had been the second day of the week, uh, Sunday, and our shift was just -
just starting.

Okay. Uh, on that - on that note how much did you sleep, uh, before this work
assignment?

I had a good night of sleep. It was - I would say 9:00 to 4:00, so seven hours
of sleep.

About seven hours?

Mm-hm.

You said about - from 9:00 in the mornin’ until 4:00 in the afternoon?
Yes.

Okay. Um, when did you last eat before the incident?

Um, I believe I had a protein shake prior to coming into work, so probably
around 1830 hours.

Okay. Uh, are you, or were you at the time, taking any medications that would
affect your ability to do your job?

No.

All right, did you consume any alcohol before the incident?
No.

And how are you dressed, uh, during that incident?

I was in a long-sleeve, uh, Lompoc Police Department issued uniform, which
consists of patches, um, on either side of our - on both side -- I’'m sorry -- on
both shoulders, uh, along with my rank below them. Uh, on top of that was a -
sorry, it’s a long sleeve BDU style shirt, and then, uh, BDU style pants and,
uh, I believe it’s LA - LAPD blue color. And then I had a - a weight bearing
vest -- um, I’m sorry -- a load bearing vest over the top of my uniform, which
has my metal badge on my - above my left breast, and, um, my gear situated
around my waist area.
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Okay, um, and I see you wear glasses?
Yes.
Are they prescribed glasses?
Yes.
Were you wearing them that night?
No.

You were not?

No. They’re mainly for reading. I have some, uh, glasses I wear in the field
that were, at the time, up at this position above my head.

Up above your head?
Yeah.
Okay. Do you need ‘em to see, uh, far distances, or are you - are you...

It’s mainly...

...for reading, for...

Mainly for reading?

...uh, stuff I need to read, like, a - a license plate that’s 20 feet away, then I put
the - I pull my glasses down to read it, but I can function fine without ‘em. I
usually don’t have my glasses with me when I’m, um, on or off-duty - or,
sorry, they’re not on me, they’re up top and then I use ‘em when I need to.

Okay. Um, what firearm do you carry?

Uh, it’s a department -- well, sorry -- it’s not department-issued. It’s a Glock -
isit 17? A .9 millimeter.

Okay. And how do you load that, uh, Glock 17?

It’s a 17-round magazine and I load it, uh, 16 in the magazine, one in the
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181 chamber.
182
183 Q: So 16 and one in the chamber?
184
185 A: Yes. The magazine maxes out at 17, but I don’t - I don’t load an extra round
186 into the chamber, um, so I know what 17 plus one - I go 16, plus one.
187
188 Q: Sixteen plus one, gotcha. Uh, were you carrying a backup?
189
190 A: No.
191
192 Q: Okay. Um, now before we get into the narrative, uh, we were made aware that
193 you had previously viewed or listened to some of the, uh, the - the footage, as
194 well as other, uh, possible audios?
195
196 A: Yes, sir.
197
198 Q: Okay. So when did you - were you given that, uh, opportunity to do that?
199
200 A: Uh, this morning prior to walking up - prior to coming over here.
201
202 Q: Okay, uh, what time did you arrive to the department where it took place?
203
204 A: The viewing?
205
206 Q: Yes.
207
208 A: Uh, about 9 o’clock this morning.
209
210 Q: Nine o’clock? Okay. What were you provided as far as, uh, CDs or disks or -
211 how were they provided to you?
212
213 A: They were on CDs.
214
215 Q: On CDs?
216
217 A Yes.
218
219 Q: Okay. Who viewed them with you or who showed them to you?
220
221 A Uh, it was me with my attorney and we were the only two present in the room.
222
223 Q: Okay. Did you meet - meet up with anything - anybody prior to viewing those,

224 uh, videos or audio?
225
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Did I meet, like...

Did you meet up with your Chief or your Captain?
No.

There was no meeting with them at all today?

The Chief and Captain I talked to them after I viewed the videos to sign some
paperwork.

Okay. So you and your attorney viewed the - the video that was provided to
you?

Yes, there were several videos.

Okay, prior to viewing or listening to any of the provided videos or audios,
were you given a video admonishment?

No.

Okay. And it was just you and your attorney at the time?
Yes.

Where did this take place?

Uh, it took place in a secluded office in the back of the Police Department. It’s
got one computer and two chairs.

Okay, and it was just you two?

Correct.

Okay. What did you view?

I viewed dashcams, uh, dashcam footage from multiple, uh, Lompoc Police
Department vehicles - patrol vehicles, uh, along with a, uh, City street camera
view that’s posted in the 100 block of West Walnut facing eastbound towards
the location where the incident took place.

Okay. Which specific videos do you recall watching?

I watched the dashcam video from Officer (Carrillo)’ car. I watched dashcam
video from Officer (Strong) car, Officer (Mendoza)’s car, my vehicle that I
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was driving, uh, Officer (Calderon)’s car and that was it. I believe there were
two other videos available that I didn’t - I - that I didn’t watch.

Okay, and being aware that some of these videos were listed under another
officer’s name, were you made aware of that?

On the front of the disk it says what - who the vehicle was assigned to.

Okay. In the actual footage did you see the names that were on the bottom
right screen?

No.

Okay.

It’s opened up in, uh, Windows format, it doesn’t show that.

The videos you were watching didn’t have the...

I don’t believe so.

...the names of the officers or who was logged on?

I don’t believe so. It might have been -- I just didn’t notice -- um, but, I mean,
I recognized people from my department, so I knew whose - whose car was it,

by having to get out and where they were - were positioned from that night.

So you were - you identified each of the videos to each of the officers by
knowledge of who was driving what. Is that - is that right?

So on the - on the disk, where officer’s name’s listed on who was driving that
vehicle, so each disk was, uh, specific to a vehicle that was there that night.
Um, so then their names are on there, plus when I watched the video I can
recognize who was where during the incident, and I matched them up
basically from memory.

Okay, and then just to confirm you watched Officer (Carrillo)’s, Officer
(Strong), Officer (Mendoza), uh, yourself, your video and Officer
(Calderon)’s video?

Yes, sir.

Did you watch, uh, Sergeant (Morgan)’s video?

No.
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No? Okay. How many times did you watch each of those videos?

Uh, in full length one time each, and then during the incident that took place I
may have skipped back a couple times, uh, just depending on, um, what I was
looking for, you know, focusing on little things.

When you’re talking about full-length, um, did you watch the entire video?
No.

Okay. Um, do you recall how long each video was?

I saw that a lot of videos were a really long time. I just figured the cars were
left on during the - during the crime scene investigation portion, so after the
incident had taken place, um, and after the incident was, uh, basically, deemed

Code 4, I stopped the video.

Okay, so you’d stopped once the situation appeared to have come toa-a
complete regarding the actual incident?

Yes, sir.

Okay. And did you watch those videos from the beginning up to that point on
each one, or did you scroll it forward, like you said, or back?

Uh, it depends on which video it was, um, like, I know what I was doing prior,
so I forwarded my video to just prior to the incident taking place. Um, some
other - some other videos I went slightly from the beginning where it shows us
checking out our cars and getting into our cars, fast forwarded it slightly to -
closer to when the incident took place, so I wasn’t just the driving around.
Okay. And you said you watched each video a few times?

Yes.

Okay. During the, uh, process of watching the video, did you pause ‘em...

Yes.

...during the timeframe as well?

Yes.

Okay. Was the speed slowed down or sped up at any point?



INTERVIEW WITH OFC. ANDREW WHITE
Interviewer: Det. Ruben Esparza
03-31-21/11:25 am

Case #21-3520

Page 9
361
362 A: No.
363
364 Q: So there’s just a few pauses throughout the - the watching of the video?
365
366 A Correct.
367
368 Q: And then a few - a few times you’d go back and forward?
369
370 A Yeah, like...
371
372 Q: And you’d just keep going back?
373
374 A: ...a quick - not a rewind or fast forward, but like clicking it, uh, click into
375 another timeframe...
376
377  Q: Mm-hm.
378
379  A: ...right? Rather than rewinding and have it replayed, it was just click over,
380 start over at a different timeframe.
381
382 Q: Okay. If you had to guess how many times you watched each video, how
383 many would it be?
384
385 A The incident in each video, I mean, it just depends. Um, some of them were
386 once or twice and other ones, uh, maybe four or five times.
387
388 Q: Okay, what kinda time - timeframe do you think you took up between the
389 first, uh, video to the last video?
390
391 A How long? Like, how long did I view the videos for?
392
393 Q: The - in total timeframe, yeah.
394
395 A Maybe 30, 35 minutes.
396
397 Q: Thirty, 35 minutes, okay. Um, was Officer (Calderon) with you at any point
398 during the viewing of the videos?
399
400 A: No, sir.
401
402 Q: Okay. Did you listen to any of the audios as far as the 911 call or the radio
403 traffic?
404

405 A: Yes.
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406
407 Q: Which one did you listen to?
408
409 A: Uh, the 911 call and the radio traffic from Dispatch.
410
411 Q: Okay. How many times do you think you listened to the 911 call?
412
413 A Once.
414
415 Q: Once? And how about the, uh, radio traffic?
416
417 A: Once.
418
419 Q: Okay, so each once?
420
421 A: Yes.
422
423 Q: Gotcha. Before we go into the narrative, uh, do you have any questions on
424 that...
425
426 Ql: Um...
427
428 Q: ...Detective Kohli?
429
430 Ql: Officer White, who - who provided you the videos once you arrived at your,
431 uh, Station?
432
433 A Sergeant (Magallon).
434
435 Ql: And once he, uh, when he gave you all the - the videos, did he give you any
436 type of instructions telling you what to do with those videos?
437
438 A: No.
439
440 Ql: So can you - can you just give me briefly how that interaction happened
441 between you and Sergeant (Magallo)?
442
443 A Um, I arrived at the Department, I knew I was there to view video. Uh, he
444 provided the videos to my attorney and my attorney provided them - we
445 walked to the room, and my attorney provided them to me where I viewed
446 ‘em.
447
448 Q: And after the viewing you said you spoke with the - the Chief or the Captain?
449 Who did you speak to?

450
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Both.

Okay. Separately or together?

Uh, separately.

Who did you speak to first?

Captain (Martin).

Okay, and during that meeting what was that meeting about?

It was about, uh, the possibility of us getting a new, uh, SWAT equipment
truck.

Was any of your conversation with, uh, Captain regarding this incident?
No.

No? Okay. When - and then after you spoke with the captain you spoke with
the chief?

Yes, sir.

And what was that conversation about?

It was strictly about me signing my, uh, administrative leave paperwork.
Okay. Anything related to this incident...

No.

...directly?

Sorry. No, sir.

Okay. Have you got anything else on that?

No.

No? Okay. So now that we’re getting down to the narrative portion of this
incident, uh, Corporal, can you basically give us a, uh, narrative of the

incident from the time you received the call or the time you responded to the
call up until a time you feel comfortable that it was over?
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Sure.
Okay.

So we had just cleared briefing at the Lompoc Police Department. Um, as
we’re walking to the back lot two of our officers get dispatched to a, uh, man
with a gun call in the 100 block of North - I believe it was North 8th Street,
initially. Uh, call came out as subject wearing dark clothing, uh, with a - with
a gun. Uh, I believe it was Officer (Carrillo) and Officer (Mendoza) were
dispatched as primary and secondary. Um, they went out to start searching the
area. I got into unit - I believe it’s 0216, who is supposed to be the Watch
Commander’s car, but our Watch Commander doesn’t fit in it, ‘cause he’s 7-
foot tall, so I drove it. I went out the parking lot, um, they advised they were
searching the area and they were unable to locate the subject. So the last
information we had was that they were walking northbound in the 100 block
north of George Henry alley, so I cut to the 200 block to see if maybe it was a
delayed response and that the person was further out. As I’m getting to that
area, Officer (Carrillo) announces that, um, that he found the subject matching
the description, wearing a blue jacket and black pants, uh, walking in that 100
block north George Henry alley, so I started heading there. I can hear him and
Officer (Calderon), uh, coordinating how they’re going to, uh, approach the
subject, who possibly had a gun. Um, Officer (Calderon) was talkin’ about
waiting at the north end of the alley, offset from the alley, and to have Officer
(Carrillo), uh, kind of push him out towards the street side. Um, Officer
(Carrillo) was giving announce- - or updates on the radio that the subject was
noncompliant and still walking away from him. Um, so at that time I arrived
and I parked right next to Officer (Calderon), which is in the 100 block of East
Walnut just prior to the George Henry alley access, and as I did Officer
(Carrillo) put out that the subject is now walking west through the field. So in
that area, um, there’s a - there’s the old theater, then north of the theater all the
way to Walnut is a giant vacant lot that’s got some parking spaces, and then,
uh, like a community garden. So he said that he’s walking west across the lot,
so I peeled away from Officer (Calderon) to see if I could see the subject. Um,
I could see a silhouette in the middle of the field kinda walkin’ around, so I
used my driver’s side spotlight, lit them up, pulled up my car at an angle
where I was face-on to the south curb of Walnut Avenue facing the subject,
and then put my spotlight on him. Um, the spotlight was ineffective, because I
had a giant bush in the way, which I didn’t account for at the time, um, so I
exited my vehicle, got out with my flashlight and tried to illuminate the
subject even further. As I did I announced to the subject that, um, “Lompoc
Police, show us your hands, show us your hands.” The subject briefly put their
hands up in the air and it looked like they had their, uh, their long sleeves
pulled over their hands, um, so I couldn’t see the hands, just, like, a - I don’t
know, just, like, a - almost, like, a stub, you know, (unintelligible) type thing.
Um, briefly come up, come down, didn’t see anything in their hands, but they



541
542
543
544
545
546
547
548
549
550
551
552
553
554
555
556
557
558
359
560
561
562
563
564
565
566
567
568
569
570
571
572
573
574
575
576
577
578
579
580
581
582
583
584
585

> R xR

INTERVIEW WITH OFC. ANDREW WHITE
Interviewer: Det. Ruben Esparza
03-31-21/11:25 am

Case #21-3520

Page 13

were - they were acting in a weird - weird way I guess is how I’d describe it,
um, kinda pacin’ around, kinda anxiety looking. Um, and then at that point
they look over at where Officer (Carrillo) is at, I could see him down in the
alley further south of us. They look at Officer (Carrillo), they look at our
lights, look at Officer (Carrillo) and then start walking towards us at a brisk
pace, um, more or less towards Officer (Calderon), so at me, but at the angle
towards Officer (Calderon). Um, we continue to give commands, I take out
my duty weapon, because of the - the - the mention of subject with a firearm,
um, the fact that they’re not being compliant to officers trying to stop him
earlier, um, you know, the - their agitation level, just, uh, something felt
wrong about it, so I took out my handgun. Um, subject continued walking
forward, I had my flashlight on them. Um, we were still giving commands,
“Show us your hands,” and all of a sudden as I’'m going to put away my
flashlight, the subject starts just charging, I mean, just full-on sprint right
towards where Officer (Calderon) was. Uh, so to kinda lay it out I’m here,
Officer (Calderon) is offset to my left, and then the subject is - it’s almost like
a - a triangle.

Mm-hm.

Um, so I was makin’ a beeline for Officer (Calderon) through the bushes. Um,
as I see them running they’re flailing their arms, like, this, like, windmill style
with arms. Um, I’'m tryin’ to figure out what I’'m gonna do, so I - I go to
holster my handgun, because I’m, at this point, gonna deliver a - some type of
front kick or some type of distraction strike to throw the person off their
course and away from Officer (Calderon), because I don’t see a weapon. So as
I go to holster and that person’s still flailing their arms and with the cop light
just right, because at the very top right here and it’s - it’s still - still which I
have in my head, at the top right here all of a sudden the knife lights up.

Which arm are you pointing upwards?
The right hand.
The right arm?

The right arm, it - it’s, like, it’s, like, lit up right - right by me, um, and it’s a
distinct shape of a knife and a large knife, um, and then distinct kinda metal
(unintelligible) get off of, you know, like, reflecting off of a metal object. And
as son as I see that I bring my - my duty handgun back up, um, and I hear one
shot from my left. I begin, uh, shooting the threat, um, and at that point they
go down and they go down lying on their back and aren’t moving anymore.
So at that point we start coordinating, um, efforts with the rest of the Police
Department, police officers on-scene to, uh, get the person into custody, so we
can start providing medical care. So we formulate a plan, next thing approach,
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586 get him custody. Uh, I had AMR standin’ - standing by on we- - on East
587 Walnut just in case when we were ready they can come in immediately. Um,
588 and once we put him in handcuffs other supervisors on-scene took over, and
589 that was it, that’s it.
590
591 Q: So the information you initially had was the subject with the gun?
592
593 A: Correct.
594
595 Q: Okay. Uh, any clothing description?
596
597 A Uh, I believe initially from Dispatch it was dark clothing.
598
599 Q: Okay. What...
600
601 A: And Officer (Carrillo) had provided the clothing description of a blue
602 sweatshirt and black pants - black sweats.
603
604 Q: And other than the communication that you were listening to between, uh,
605 Officer (Carrillo) and Officer, uh, (Calderon), was there any other
606 communication going on regarding the incident itself?
607
608 A: Not that I can recall.
609
610 Q: Did you see the suspect’s face?
611
612 A: No. I mean the actual face? No. I saw that they were wearing a mask, but...
613
614 Q: Okay, so suspect had a mask on? What kind of mask was it?
615
616 A: Uh, it - it looked like a clown mask.
617
618 Q: Okay.
619
620 A: Um, didn’t really recognize it as a mask until they got up, like, seriously close,
621 like, that 10-yard mark.
622
623 Q: Mm-hm.
624
625 A: Um, and then I kinda noticed that something was wrong, there was no - there
626 was no facial details. And then once they were laying on the ground and I
627 could see - I could see that they were wearing some type of clown mask on.
628
629 Q: How much of that mask covered the suspect’s face?

630



631
632
633
634
635
636
637
638
639
640
641
642
643
644
645
646
647
648
649
650
651
652
653
654
655
656
657
658
659
660
661
662
663
664
665
666
667
668
669
670
671
672
673
674
675

S A S

>

INTERVIEW WITH OFC. ANDREW WHITE
Interviewer: Det. Ruben Esparza
03-31-21/11:25 am

Case #21-3520

Page 15

The full face...
The full face?
...from what I saw. Yeah.

Okay. And during your initial response, um, was - did you activate your - your
- would it - I don’t know if you guys call it COBAN or your...

We call the MAVS system.
MAVS?

Yeah. Um, I went to, but, you know, had not - I had not synched it yet with
the in-car video, um, so we have little recorders that we car- carry on our belt.

Mm-hm.

In order to use those we have to sync ‘em with the system inside the car, and
then we can take ‘em out and use it to b- - activate the camera system. We had
just got out of briefing. I just got into the car, didn’t have time to synch it and,
uh, about the same (unintelligible).

Had you logged onto the MAV under your name or was it - had you logged on
at all?

I hadn’t logged on, no.

Okay. Would you have to have logged on first and then synched it, in order
for it to be captured under your - your mic, or could you have just synched the
mic and it would have captured it, regardless of who was logged on?

Uh, it would - yeah, if - as long as it’s synched, it’ll just record for whoever’s
logged on for it. The mic isn’t specific to us just the login for it.

Gotcha, okay. Did you have any other personal devices on you, uh, bodycam
or any other recorder that could have captured the - captured the event?

Uh, I had a digital recorder on me, the LBD digital - digital records - LBD-
issued digital recorder, um, but as soon as the incident was over Sergeant
(Morgan), um, asked to use that for his - his supervisory details, so he took it
and he still has it.

You didn’t have it activated though during the, uh...
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No.

...the event?

No.

Do you remember the weather conditions that night?
Um, no, just it was dark.

Dark?

Yeah.

On that note, the - the lighting there was it poor, was it dark, was it - was there
any lights illuminating any of that area, any streetlights or anything else?

There’s streetlights illuminating where we were on Walnut Avenue, but that
that lot is - is dark, dark. Uh, I don’t know if there is - I know there’s lights on
H Street, I don’t know of any other lights in the alley or anything, but the
lighting that we had from the opposite unit pointing down towards us, our
lights - my spotlight on, um, and then our headlights.

Okay. When you were identifying yourself and advising or directing the
suspect to show you their hands, um, what was the suspect doing?

They were - at that time they were in the middle of the parking lot, kind of,
like, I won’t - they weren’t really pacing, but they were kind of like moving
side-to-side, um, and looking at the cars or the lights.

Did they respond, uh, verbally in any way to you?
Not one time did I hear anything verbal from the subject.

Uh, what was going through your mind? What were you thinking when you
saw the suspect running towards, uh, your partner’s direction?

Initially, I was thinking, okay, I’ve got the - I’ve got a holster and I need to
move to a different force option, because right now I’m not seeing - I’m not
seeing this gun, I’'m not seeing anything. I just see these - the last I’d seen
were these just sleeve - sleeves over the hands part and they’re charging him,
so, you know, my - like I said, before my thought was I was gonna, you know,
kick him off their track, or I knew that Officer (Calderon) was on my left with
a - with a firearm (unintelligible) firearm, so I knew that tackling the subject
was gonna be out of the question. So, uh, he had a big baggy jacket on, I
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wasn’t gonna go to taser. My .40 millimeter’s in the car. I can’t go back and
get that, because of the - the urgency. Um, so my initial thought was going to
go to a distraction strike, distraction kick.

Mm-hm.

But once they got within -- I’ll guess it’s 10 yards or so -- um, that’s when I
saw the knife and I immediately knew a person with a large knife, they’re
charging, they’re closing distance fast on Officer (Calderon), my partner, um,
not me, but on him. Um, you know, they’ve already said that they’ve -
somebody’s already called and said that they had a gun, um, now they’ve got
a knife and they’re charging, they’re not responding. It - it - I felt that he was
gonna either be seriously hurt or killed, or that subject was gonna, you know,
inflict damage on him and then come to me, so I took out my duty handgun
and, um, shot what I thought was two rounds, but I guess it was four rounds.
Um, and then once the subject stopped and the threat was over, I stopped
using my firearm.

And you said you additionally believed you had only fired two rounds?

Yes.

Okay, and then my understanding after watching the video that changed your -
your...

Recollection.

...recollection that it was actually more...
Four rounds.

...like, four?

Yes, sir.

Gotcha. Um, prior to shooting your - your firearm, did you give any
commands?

Uh, I gave commands of to show - the last commands I gave were to, um,
“Show us your hands,” and, “Lompoc Police.” Um, I don’t - I - I assumed I
would have yelled at the subject to stop, but I can’t specifically recall that
right now, so I don’t know if there were any other, um, commands given from
me.

Did you use any, uh, de-escalation tactics during this event, uh, or did - did
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you think about using any de-escalation tactics?

Um, I - T had thought about how I’m gonna - when they’re in the middle of the
field how I’'m gonna address this. Um, like, I had just my flashlight out
already tryin’ to - “Hey, Lompoc Police, show us your hands.” Um, just, uh,
from there once I see hands are empty I can kind of move onto other
procedures, ‘cause I know there’s not a, you know, an imminent threat about
to happen, um, but right from that point when they started walkin’ at us and
then started charging, it all just felt so fast. And once that 10-yard - one - I
mean, once I saw that knife, I mean, that - that, uh, there was no time - there
was no time to - to deli- - to deliver a message of, you know, we’re gonna use
deadly force or anything, it was imminent threat and if they were closing fast.

What’s your best estimate of distance, uh, uh, when you began shooting at the
suspect? How far was the suspect from you?

Uh, I would - if I had to guess, I would say probably about ten yards.
Ten yards?

Maybe 20 feet, but 20 to 30 feet away.

What took place immediately after you guys, uh, stopped firing?

Immediately afterwards, um, I then move my way over to Officer (Calderon),
who is in a stationary position to my left, um, grabbed him, had the units that
were parked down in the alley had them come up with their vehicle up to
provide a shield, um, between the subject and us. Uh, once we got in that
position more officers arrived on-scene. Um, I had Officer (Strong) and
Officer (Carrillo) who were in the - the unit that had moved up, I had them
move around to Officer (Carrillo)’s side and then pie off to see the subject’s
right hand, because where the subject had landed I could only see their left
hand and their left side, so I couldn’t tell if the right hand was clear. The left
hand was still in the sleeve balled up over the hand. The right hand I couldn’t
tell. So they pied around, um, to the south of the subject to where they could
see the hand, and they said that there was - there was nothing in the hands. So
at that point I had them hold - I coordinated, uh, two of our guys who arrived
on-scene to go hands-on - to glove up and go hands-on. Um, we developed a
plan that we were going to approach, grab the subject’s - each of the officers
would grab the subject’s wrist, drag him away from where the object’s
supposed to be, ‘cause I let them know there was a knife involved, drag him
away from the area where the knife would be, roll him over, put him in
handcuffs, um, and that’s when I called for AMR to standby on west Ocean,
so that they can immediately come in when we were ready. Um, so that’s how
the plan went. We walked up, Officer (Mendoza), Officer (Melina) grabbed
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the wrist, pulled the subject away, rolled him over, handcuffed him. As they
pull him away I could see the - the knife - the large knife where the subject’s
right hand would have been, uh, prior to us movin’ it. Um, they put him in
handcuffs and, uh, the supervisor on-scene they - they took over everything.
And at that point I kinda just stepped off and, um, Sergeant (Arias) arrived,
uh, Sergeant (Chip Arias) arrived and asked who - who shot, and then they
pulled both of us off to the side and separated us from there.

Okay. Uh, who were you speaking to once you got pulled off to the side?

Uh...

Did you speak to anybody? Did anybody give you any, uh, admonishments,
any directives?

Once we were off to the side, um, Sergeant (Morgan) came over. Like I said
he asked for, uh, my recorder. Um, he turned on the recorder and, uh, asked
me safety questions, basically, um, how many rounds I fired, what direction
they fired in, um, and then I provided that information, such as no other
suspects, no other subjects that we saw, uh, nobody outstanding.

Okay. And then just to back up a little bit, when, uh, you said (Malena) and,
uh, (Mendoza)?

Yes, sir.
Grabbed the - the wrist...
Yes, sir.

...of the suspect, uh, pulled the suspect, flipped, uh, him over, put him in
handcuffs, did anybody assess the suspect at any point to render aid?

Uh, Corporal - Corporal (Guerra) did, um, we - we both did, and we both saw
that it - it - the person was deceased right there, so, um, there was no, like, uh,
we didn’t use any medical treatment on them because of the severity of the
wound, and we can’t address those type of wounds, so we just called for AMR
to come up at that point.

When you’re talking about which wound was obvious, which wound was
that?

The back of the head appeared to have been blown out.

Okay. Uh, at any point after the shots were fired did the suspect say anything,
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do anything? Was there any movement at all? Any - any signs of life?

No. After the suspect dropped, uh, hit the ground and rolled over on the - their
back, um, as they rolled on their back kind of - it’s, like, everything just kind
of - the whole body relaxed, and there was no - there was zero movement,
there was zero talking, no moans of in - you know, bein’ in pain or anything,
it was just quiet.

What did you do with the weapon you deployed during the incident?

I holstered it and then, uh, later in the evening it was seized.

Okay. Now have you discussed the incident with, uh, each other, as far as you
and - and (Calderon) or any other personnel after the incident?

Um, [ had discussed it with my attorney, um, I discussed it with, uh, my - my
wife, obviously, um, and I discussed it with - I think that was it. I mean, there
were people present in the room when me - me and my attorney were talking,
you know, but that’s about it.

Who else was present in the room with you and your attorney?

Um, well Sergeant (Arias) ‘cause that’s kind of...

Well - well, who was present is something different than what - what we
talked about.

Okay.
So, yeah.

Okay, so, um, Sergeant, uh, (Sergio Arias) was there. He was my, um, my -
what do you call them?

Your rep?
No. Yeah, kind of like a rep, but, like, the buddy, you know...
Support?

Support person - peer, there you go, um, and then, uh, Detective, uh, (Rena)
was there.

(Rena)
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901 A: (Rena), yeah, he was there as a liaison for what was going on and
902 coordinating, getting us what we needed, you know, water, food, stuff like
903 that while we were at the hotel.
904
905 Q: Okay, and you say you spoke to your wife about it as well?
906
907 A: Yes, sir.
908
909 Q: Okay, what did you tell her about this incident?
910
911 A: Uh, basically, what had happened. Um, I knew she was probably gonna hear
912 about it on the news and wanted to calm her about what was, you know, she
913 was, “Hear it from me first before start makin’ assumptions,” so I told her
914 about what unfolded and - and how it happened.
915
916 Q: So you told her what you basically have told us today?
917
918 A: Not in this much detail, but, yeah.
919
920 Q: Okay. And then, uh, obviously, you viewed the - the video, right? Um, have
921 you watched any other video or anything else outside the scope of what you
922 viewed this morning, whether it be - be, uh, social media or anywhere else?
923
924 A: No, I read an article in Lompoc record and that was about it.
925
926 Q: Okay. Do you have any questions, officer - Detective Kohli?
927
928 QlI: Yes. Um, you - in your statement you described the s- the subject’s reaction as
929 weird. Can you - can you elaborate on that?
930
931 A: So if I’'m, uh, so if 'm layin’ it out, it - they were kind of - not - they weren’t
932 pacing in place, they were kind of, like - like, almost, like, standing - walking
933 back and forth in one spot. Um, they were frantically lookin’ around at the
934 different pa- patrol cars or the lights. Um, you know, they - there were very
935 quick movements, like, when I asked ‘em to show me their hands, like, the
936 hands went up and the hands went down, and they kind of - they were amped
937 up, right? They were kind of like - I don’t know, the - I couldn’t tell if it was
938 anxiety or amped or - or what it was, but they couldn’t stand still essentially.
939 Um, and I don’t know, the - the call comin’ out and then seein’ that behavior
940 and then my spotlight and me givin’ them instructions and them doing this,
941 and then immediately walked towards us, to me that’s, uh, that’s not a normal
942 behavior. So I described it as weird, but what I meant was pacing back and
943 forth in place, quick movements, agitated, aggre-, you know, um, just - I don’t
944 know different than what normal people are normally like.

945
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Uh, like, after viewing that - that - what you just described, did that behavior
have any significance to you?

That - that told me that this - this was probably the person that we were mean
to - to - to find, so who the caller had called about, um, just ba- based on the
mannerism, they’re refusing to listen to the officer to stop in the alley, where
the officer put on the radio, and then goin’ - goin’ into the field and the way
that they’re acting, kind of standoffish, you know. When - when you have -
when you have, you know, say on a normal call for service, you have a bike
stop on somebody and they’re kind of, like, movin’ around and they’re lookin’
each direction for their escape route, that kind of feeling that you get, you
know, that you know something is about to happen that - and that’s - that’s
kind of just the feeling I got from it.

Um, you said just within, like, 10 yards you saw the - the knife in the
suspect’s right hand kind of raised up. Um, would that distance and the - and
the knife did that have any - any significance to you?

Yeah, absolutely. It was - they were closing distance and that 10 yards had
already been twice as much than the suspect had already - the subject had
already ran from their original spot when I saw them, and, yeah, they were
closing - they were closing really fast. I mean, that was some- - yeah, I - I
mean, I don’t know how even to describe it, it’s - to me it felt a heck of a lot
closer when everything was happening, but then when I was able to kinda step
back and look it was about ten yards, but seeing them do this and then just
catchin’ that knife - a glint of the knife, um, yeah, I knew - I knew something
bad was about to happen to Officer (Calderon), so, uh...

All right, so just, uh, let’s take a quick break and we’re gonna go next door

and - and talk to our partners. We’ll be pausing these recordings and it should
be back. Okay, all right, and we’re off.

n reviewe@th the audio recording submitted and it is an accurate
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